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FAGG BROTHERS' 

LEATHER WATEKFEOOF BOOTS, 

29, HATMARKET, LONDON, S.W. 



THE 

"CLARENCE" 

A handsome Shooting Boot (to the knee) as made 
for H.R.H. the Duke of BDiNBURaH. 

For Field and Farm (Cowhide) . £3 15 O 
For Brook Fishing (Waterproof) 4 15 O 
Backstraps (Waterproof) ... 4 4 O 



[Pbivatb Letteb.] 



" Mr. Fago, — ^Ab I see a good deal of correspoiidenoe in * The Field ' 
in regard to Waterproof Boots, in jnstice to yon I think it right to let 
yon know that the long boots yon made me last snmmer are at this 
moment as thoroughly waterproof as if they were made of cast iron, and 
still remain soft and pliable as ever. 

" I have tried them most thoroughly ; I have waded for honrs through 
heather, half way np my leg, laden with half -melted snow ; I have waded 
bums — ^half-a-dozen times in a day — composed of snow broth ; and I can 
confidently assert that I have never had a damp sock this winter when 
wearing yonr boots, nor even a suspicion of damp. 

Yon may make any use you like of this letter. 

P.S. — I had rather you did not put my name to this if yon think of 
publishing it, as I do not care to see my name in print ; but yon can 
refer any gentleman to me who wishes for further corroboration.' 

"May 17th, 1881." 
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INTRODUCTION. 



Sportsmen who are not the owners or lessees of moorff 
and manors are usually anxious to hear of likely spots 
where they can enjoy some little sport at a moderate 
outlay. Now, sporting rights are valuable, and are getting^ 
rapidly more so every season. Therefore, the number of 
places where free game shooting could formerly be enjoyed 
is diminishing at a great rate, and I dare say but very few 
such places now remain open. There are, however, a few 
such, particularly abroad — if game proper be sought — 
and there are many good free stations for wildfowl shooting 
in England, Ireland, and Scotland. Besides these, there 
are also sundry spots where, by moderate payment, sport of 
various kinds may be enjoyed ; and I intend the contents 
of this book to deal with the latter as well as with abso- 
lutely free stations, and hence its title, viz., "Public 
Shooting Quarters," by which I mean such quarters as 
are open to the public either freely, or by daily, weekly, 
or monthly payments, in contradistinction with private 
shootings, where sport is strictly preserved by owners or 
lessees exclusively for their own enjoyment. Now, before 
entering into any description of the free spots, I would beg 
to explain that the details I am going to give are gleaned 
partly from the experiences of other shooters and partly 
from my own ; but as these experiences, in many cases, 
date of some years past, things may have altered since 
then, in respect to either the sport, or the arrangemfiiLta. 
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which were existing, when I, or other shooters, yisited the 
spots. In short, I here narrate what I, personally, knew 
to be facts some years ago, what has been stated by 
others, and has appeared in print ; but for actual work, a 
reference to local men will be indispensable, and before 
going to any given place, I would, in the most emphatic 
manner, advise shooters to invariably ascertain before- 
hand their actual chances of success there, and if the 
conditions under which the sport may be carried on are 
still the same. In fact, were I, myself, intending to 
revisit any spots, I should certainly first write and ascer- 
tain if the old state of things still held good. Again, a& 
regards shooting quarters where temporary sport is to be 
had by payment, doubtless some changes may, and have, 
occurred, either in the names of the lessees, or in the extent 
of the shootings, or in the fees to be paid. Therefore^ 
I repeat, in all cases, due inquiries should be made at 
head-quarters. 

I trust that this list of suitable spots, as it stands^ 
will prove acceptable to my readers ; and I need not add 
that the experience of sportsmen visiting any of the 
places herein mentioned would always be most acceptable^ 
being for the common good. 

" WiLDFOWLEE." 
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Aldborough. — ^The shooting on the Aide is perfectly free to 
all comers, but certain portions of the shore are, it is said, pre- 
served. Of these rights I have nothing to say, as I never had 
an opportunity of ascertaining whether those preserved parts 
were strictly legally so. The marsh extends over a considerable 
bit of ground, and all sorts of birds may be killed there. In 
winter time many fowl can be picked up on the river, or off the 
coast at sea, and not a few are killed flighting, on their way over 
the sea walls, to and fro the marsh or river and the sea. As 
regards oxbirds, shanks, curlews, &c., thousands of them visit 
the saltings, and, with a good shoulder gitn, very fair sport can 
be expected. The accommodation at Aldborough is good, and 
no difficulty will be experienced in getting guides and boats. 

Alfreston. — I have not personally visited this spot, but it 
was stated in the "Shooter's Diary" that wildfowl shooting 
was to be obtained in its direct neighbourhood, and that dotterels 
had very frequently been shot there. 

Ambleside. — ^The only sport available there consists in 
shooting from boats on Windermere, and then, as the fowl only 
come when the wind blows from certain quarters, and in hard 
weather, it is useless to visit the place unless reliable infor- 
mation can be obtained when the fowl have come. Some portions 
of the shore are very strictly preserved, but it is said that leave 
to land is readily granted to respectable parties who are only 
in pursuit of wildfowl or sea birds. 

B 
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Appledore. — ^Appledore is situate in North Devonshire, and 
it is not at all a bad place to make one's head-quarters of, for 
wildfowl shooting. Punting on the river Taw is at times 
very successful, and a vast number of shore birds patronise the 
shores. 

Barnard Castle (York). — ^The " Bowes " moor lies near 
here, consisting of 15,000 acres. The grouse-shooting is fair. 
It is shot over by fifty guns, at fifteen guineas each. Comfort- 
able quarters can be had close to the grounds at inns or farms. 
Apply to Mr. Holmes, solicitor, Barnard Castle. 

Barrow. — ^Formerly good sport used to be had round the 
Island of Walney, opposite Barrow. There are two inns on 
Walney Island, and a small village called Bigger. One of the 
inns is at the ferry, where the boats for crossing the channel 
between Barrow and Walney are kept. The said channel is 
about 400 yards wide. Opinions vary very considerably con- 
cerning the sport to be met with there now, some saying that 
they enjoyed themselves very much round Walney and tho 
neighbouring islands, and others saying that they never were 
repaid for their trouble. The accommodation is very good at 
Barrow, and at Walney passable. 

Battle. — Battle is situated in Sussex, and, according to the 
" Shooter's Diary," some shooting was to be had there or there- 
abouts. 

Beachy Head. — Very good seafowl shooting is to be had 
there. The best way to do justice to it is to take a boat from 
Newhaven, and sail to the spot when the wind is suitable. This 
latter condition is a sine qua non ; and a good pilot should be 
secured, as otherwise the party would be almost sure to come to 
grief on the rocks. 

Bedford. — The neighbourhood of Bedford, alongside the 
river, was noted for the vast numbers of moorhens that were to 
be shot there, and, in winter time, a few ducks, teal, and snipe 
used sometimes to be secured. 

Benfleet (Essex). — Benfleet has a station (on the London, 
Tilbury, and Southend Railway), a stone throw from the creek 
which separates Canvey Island from the mainland. When a 
strong wind is blowing from the river, in winter time, some 
shore birds are to be shot by walking up to Leigh, and visiting 
the saltings which adjoin the sea walls. One may also walk 
towards Fobbmg, along the sea wall which adjoins the creek for 
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its whole length, and better sport will be f onnd there than by 
going to Leigh ; bat care most be taken not to trespass on the 
adjoining marshes, which are strictly preserved, particularly for 
coursing. The whole distance may be covered in a little over an 
hour's sharp walking up to the shepherd's house; but to go 
round to Fobbing would take half as much time again. There 
are generally curlews, whimbrels, redshanks, ring plovers, 
dunlins, herons, &c. to be seen. A good dog is absolutely neces- 
sary, the mud being treacherous, and the creek's channel rises 
so abruptly that, if one should slide down to the bottom when 
trying to pick up a bird at low tide, it is very doubtful whether 
he could ever rise again to terra firma, and, as very often the 
birds fall there, or on the other side of the creek, the advisability 
of having a good retriever is very apparent. 

Bempton. — Bempton is a short distance by train from 
Burlington Quay, and the cliffs afford first-rate sport ; but, as 
most of the birds when shot f aU at the bottom of the cHfGs — 
either on the sands or on the sea — unless the shooters have some 
boatmen in their craft, below, ready to pick up the birds and 
polish ofE the cripples, they lose all their spoils. Therefore due 
attention should be paid, for that sort of sport, to both tide and 
wind. A still day would give greater security to the men ; but, 
on the other hand, the birds are never so lively as when there is 
half a gale blowing. They are then continually on the wing, 
and will afford any amount of practice. Still, if the spoils are 
to be lost, I deprecate that sort of entertainment, which has then 
no raison d'etre. Whereas, if the birds can be picked up, after 
the sportsmen have chosen those they wish to keep — for staffing 
or other purposes — ^they will find that the rest will be gratefully 
accepted by the local men, who prize them very much for their 
down and feathers ; and, indeed, some of them have a way of 
cooking them which renders them very palatable. 

Bideford. — Bidef ord is within a short distance of Appledore, 
to which I have already alluded, and, therefore, the same sport 
is there available. Those shooters who do not care to undertake 
punting, will find some snipe and plover shooting on land ; and 
I understand that by staying at the Westward Ho Hotel, leave 
is given to visitors to shoot over some extent of ground, where 
a few ducks, teal, snipe, and plenty of rabbits can be had. For 
further information, therefore, intending visitors should apply 
to the above-named hotel. 
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Blakeney. — Blakeney, in Norfolk is, I am told by several 
sportsmen, in hard weather, a very fair station for wildfowl 
shooting ; bnt I have never personally visited the place. 

Boston. — The whole coast along the Boston Deeps is most 
eminently adapted for sea-fowl shooting, as it is an immcinse 
s^dting, where the birds find food ad libitum. I have frequently 
shot there, and I have almost invariably met with good sport. 
There are plenty of curlews, oyster catchers, shanks, dunlins, 
and oxbirds ; and in winter time plenty of fowl visit the coast. 
There are sundry spots on the coast which are adapted for visits 
from wildfowl shooters; but personally, to them aU I prefer 
Frieston Shore, which will be treated of separately. 

Bescastle. — ^There is some seal shooting to be had here, and, 
now and then, plenty of sea birds. Boscastle is five miles from 
Oamelford, and boats can be secured and other arrangements 
made readily, by applying to the King's Arms Hotel, at 
Oamelford. 

Beumemouth. — ^This favourite winter residence has no wild- 
fowl shooting whatsoever. Now and then the visitors go in 
pursuit of divers off the pier in a boat when the weather is fair, 
and with this mild recreation they must be satisfied. Those 
bolder spirits who require more excitement sail now and then 
after fowl in Christchurch Bay, to the east of Bournemouth, 
where now and again a fairish bag is to be made ; but those who 
go in for regular wildfowl shooting have to go to Poole Harbour, 
a few miles distant on the west side of the town, and there, any 
amount of wildfowl shooting is to be had. 

Bradwell Quay- — ^Bradwell Quay is situated on the south 
shore of the Blackwater river, in Essex. It is a small village in 
which the accommodation is not at aU satisfactory, but the creek 
which leads up to the Hard at the village, affords a safe 
anchorage to crafts, and therein most wildfowl shooting yachts 
run in for shelter for the night or during storms. It is a very 
handy station for sailing or punting trips on the Blackwater or 
along the Dengie Plats. I have often visited it myself for that 
purpose, and can recommend it to fellow sportsmen; but let 
them provide their own food and drinks, and be ready at all 
times, out of their own resources, to make themselves 
comfortable in a general way, for there are no comforts of any 
kind to be had in the neighbourhood. A punt is absolutely 
necessary, as there is nothing to be done from the sea walls at 
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most times. Bnt with a pnnt one may do the river and all its 
creeks, and knock abont the islands, Groldhanger Creek, the 
Shingle Creeks, round Mersea Island, and with a yacht, one can 
sail along the Dengie Flats, or up the river Colne up to 
Brightlingsea, where there is also a good anchorage for yachts. 
Bnt it should be made a note of that local pilots are absolutely 
necessary, as the flats, when covered by the tide, are exceedingly 
treacherous ; and if once the yacht is got over them, she is sure 
to be left high and dry when the tide recedes, which is very 
aggravating, to say the least of it, when one has to wait for the 
next tide before being able to move ; and I have known of a case 
when a yacht got stuck just on the very brink of the saltings, 
and had a very narrow shave of being toppled over when the 
tide went out. Therefore, I repeat it, a good pilot, and if 
possible, a man who is himself a wildfowl shooter, should be 
secured for all such trips. 

Brandon (Suffolk). — I have received the following inform- 
ation from a correspondent respecting Brandon, in Suffolk. It 
appears that a Mr. B«id used to be the lessee of some rabbit 
warrens. His address was Laken Heath Lodge, Brandon, 
Suffolk, and the Brandon station was four and a-half miles from 
the warren. Good accommodation could be had at the station 
hotel, where conveyances could be readily obtained. Mr. Reid's 
terms for shooting over his warren were 11, per day, or 6Z. per 
week, for each gun. One could also shoot partridges over the 
warren, the birds killed remaining the property of the shooters, 
but the rabbits and hares were to be given up to the lessee. I 
have never been there, therefore cannot say whether the sport 
was or was not worth the money ; neither do I know if it is still 
to be had on the same terms. 

Brancaster. — In snowy and cold weather, snipe and fowl 
are to be found in a large tract of marsh near Brancaster, in 
Norfolk, snipe also coming in fair numbers in the last week in 
October, and the first and second weeks in November. On the 
eastward of Brancaster Harbour, the marsh possesses an exceed- 
ingly strong attraction for ducks, widgeon, <&c., and the flight- 
ing and punting are accordingly said to be very good. There 
are some professionals living at Brancaster, and doubtless guides 
could, therefore, readily be secured, besides craft and big guns. 
One of the professionals, whose name is Henry Loose, is said to 
be a very clever and reliable wildfowl shooteT, «iv^\\ft ^<3«^^-»^^ 
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doubt, be a good man to hire as guide. The shooting at Bran- 
caster is vastly superior to that at Wells, as there is a tract of 
waste land (where the snipe are shot) which does not exist at 
Wells. Hence, by going to Brancaster when the snipe have 
turned up, excellent sport is to be had, and, on the whole, I should 
recommend the place. The accommodation, however, is not so 
good as that at Wells. 

Bridlington Quay. — The same sport is to be met there as 
at Flamborough Head. 

Brightlingsea. — ^This is a village situated on the east shore 
of the river Colne. The creek which leads to the waterside affords 
a very safe harbour to craft. Indeed, it is generally pretty well 
crowded with oyster-dredging boats and fishing smacks, besides 
yachts from Wivenhoe, which is situated some eight or nine 
miles north of Brightlingsea, up the river. Brightlinsea itself 
must be considered as excellent head-quarters for wildfowl 
shooters. The Swan Inn is comfortable, but there are very 
few punts or puntsmen to be hired in the village, as the men 
who go in for wildfowl shooting are rarely to be got at, and when 
they are interviewed generally decline hiring themselves and 
their craft out whenever it is really worth one's while to go after 
the fowl. Therefore, the only way of enjoying sport there is to 
procure a punt — say from Maldon — ^and hire a smack or a yacht, 
the punt to be carried on deck and launched whenever required. 
The best plan is to sail about the estuary of the river Colne and 
the Blackwater, or to cruise about the Buxey, when, if fowl 
abound and the weather is pretty rough, a good many shots may 
be had from the yacht's or smack's deck with heavy shoulder 
guns ; and in tolerably quiet weather, when the flocks and com- 
panies are seen on the flats, the punt is launched, and sculling or 
paddling to the birds is resorted to with the punt guns. Whilst 
on the subject of punt guns, it maybe as well to state that there 
are very few to be had in the neighbourhood for love or money, 
and those that are to be hired are not to be depended on for 
power and efficiency. Consequently, intending visitors should 
provide all guns and ammunition required. If they should, how- 
ever, be unprovided by chance with such, they might possibly 
find in Mersea island what they need in that line, as there are 
several professional wildfowl shooters who live at East and 
West Mersea ; but these men are also rather shy of going with 
stran^rs, preferring to go shooting on their own hook, and 
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their punts are not at all built on the most scientific lines by 
any means. As regards shore shooting, with perseverance, a 
hard-hitting gun, and a good retriever, a deal may be done in 
the direct neighbourhood of Brightlingsea, as very many birds 
frequent the shore, and I have often seen thousands in flocks 
alighting on the mud or passing across the Waterside within 
very easy range of the yachts and smacks therein at anchor. I 
have often stopped at Brightlingsea for a week or a fortnight 
at a time myself, and I like the place very much indeed from my 
wildfowl shooting point of view. 

Brighton. — ^A good plan here is to take a sailing boat and 
sail to Black Rock, a few miles at sea. It is not, however, what 
I should call much of a place for sport. Still, a few divers, 
guillemots, razor-bills, and gulls of all kinds can be shot, and, 
now and then, rare birds can be picked up there. On a suit- 
able day the outing is very pleasurable, especially when the sea- 
fishing season is fairly on, when good sport is also to be had in 
that line. 

Bristol. — Some of the Bristol shooters generally under- 
take, in the winter season, trips in boats, in the Bristol Channel. 
The outfall of the Taw and the Torridge are particularly good, 
and at times, decent bags are made there. 

Bnrlington Quay. — The same remarks apply here as for 
Bridlington. Burlington Quay is about five miles from Flam- 
borough Head, and the sea-bird shooting in the season is very 
good. There are two ways of doing justice to it. One con- 
sists in hiding in the clifEs, and getting a man to stir up the birds. 
The other plan is to walk along the sands as soon as the tide 
recedes sufficiently to allow one to do so, and taking care not to 
be overtaken by the next flow. Sometimes the sportsmen go in 
boats when there is no wind, and knock over the birds as they fly 
overhead, or skim the water, or go in chase when a flock squats 
on the sea. 

Bnmliam (Somerset). — ^There is, to the eastward of Bum- 
ham, a very good sandy shore, with numerous sandhills. In 
these plenty of rabbits are to be seen, and their shooting may be 
arranged for, for a consideration, with the lessee of the warren. 
There is a small island facing Bumham, where, at high tide, 
thousands upon thousands of shore birds invariably congregate, 
80 that two or three shots can always be had at them. Hundreds 
of these birds have been shot at night, by isift^srDJx^Ji^. ^^^aa 
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accommodation is said to be cheap and good at Bnmham during 
the winter season, and, therefore, anyone who could devote suffi- 
cient time, would doubtless meet with enough sport to repay a 
yisit to the place. A few miles to the south of Bumham is the 
valley of Shapwick, and to the west is the river Parrott, with its 
marshes, and over both of these, wildfowl are shot every season, 
but on the sands shore birds are mostly to be relied upon. Now 
and then, however, ducks , widgeon, and teal are shot whilst 
flighting over the shore. Howbeit, what with the shore shoot- 
ing, and rabbit shooting, I should think a gun might And some 
pleasurable enjoyment for a week or two. 

Bumham (Essex). — (See Hull Bbidge.) 

Calshot Castle. — Calshot Castle is at the mouth of the 
Southampton Water. There is no accommodation there, unless 
one walks a couple of miles to Ower Green ; but there is a very 
safe anchorage between the castle and the shore, and generally 
two or three shooting yachts remain there for the night, so as 
to be ready for a start when desired. The sport will be found 
fully described under the heads of Southampton, Exbuiy, 
L3rmington, Milford, Keyhaven, and the Isle of Wight. 

Camelford. — This is one of the best stations, in the spring, 
for seabird shooting. In autumn, snipe and woodcock turn up 
in fair numbers, and a few wildfowl also patronise the district. 
For full information, application should be made to the pro- 
prietor of the King's Arms Hotel, who allows his visitors to 
shoot over a fairish bit of snipe ground, and doubtless will give 
information whether ducks, widgeon, and teal have appeared in 
the neighbourhood. 

Canterbury. — The shores of the river Stour are, mostly, 
jealously preserved ; therefore the places where one can land 
and sport are few and far between, and the staple sport of those 
who do not own or rent land there, consists in rowing up and 
down the river, where now and then a few fowl are to be killed. 

Caavey Island. — I shall treat of Canvey Island when dealing 
with Leigh as a shooting station, and as I shall give there full 
details, I need not enlarge any further upon it as a shooting spot, 
beyond saying that shooters landing there will do well to confine 
themselves strictly to the sea waU and to the saltings, as hares are 
carefully preserved for coursing purposes, and, therefore, tres- 
passing on the farm lands is pretty certain to lead to prosecution. 
But sailing or rowing in a punt round the island at high tide is 
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a sport which is perfectly safe from intermption, and generally 
it is pretty interesting ; but it is of no use whatever going in a 
dinghy. Only from a punt can sport be expected. There are 
always quantities of curlews and other shore birds everywhere 
around the island, and outside, on the Thames shore proper, it 
is very rare indeed in winter time not to see Brent geese, in 
more or less large numbers, besides other fowl, and, of course, 
going after such, in a high-sided craft is simply sheer folly. 
Nothing but a low, unassuming punt, drawing but little water, 
so as to get near them readily over the shallows, can answer. 

Caterham (Surrey). — ^At one time visitors staying at the 
hotel were allowed to shoot over a small preserve, but I am 
informed that this is no longer available. 

Chorlaad. — Chorland is in the North Riding of Yorkshire, 
and the " Shooter's Diary '' stated that grouse, partridge, wood- 
cock, snipe, duck, pheasant, hare, and rabbit shooting could be 
obtained there, but how or who from was not mentioned. 

Chichester. — ^Nothing can be done at Chichester itself, bufc 
by taking a trap to the loading wharf a few miles from the town, 
one gets to what is called Chichester Harbour — an immense 
sheet of water extending to the Channel ; and, by dropping down 
the harbour with a suitable craft, which should be ordered 
beforehand from West Wittering, together with a guide, a few 
shore birds may be picked up until one reaches the harbour 
proper, when wildf owling may then be entered upon in earnest, 
as there are, at most times during the season, a fair sprinkling of 
birds in bunches about the estuary. But here, again, until one 
is thoroughly accustomed to all the inns and outs of the place, it 
would be sheer folly to go alone. With a good professional to 
scull one about, and take one to the proper districts, excellent 
fun is to be had, and I can recommend the outing most strongly. 
Some parts of the saltings round Hayling Island are, however, 
it appears, claimed as private property by some adjoining land- 
owners. Into the legality of these claims I have no means of 
going ; but, anyway, as long as one remains in a punt, nobody 
can interfere with one's sport. And, therefore, so far, the 
restrictions alluded to are practically of no importance whatever 
to the hond fide punter. Shore shooters, however, had better 
be careful, and ascertun beforehand where they may and may 
not sport on the saltings round the island. I must not forget to 
mention that, as the saltings are very soft m T&aa):^ ^^^3Mt«e» \s^ 
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Chichester Harbour, punting men will do well to provide them- 
selves with mud pattens, failing which they will certainly lose a 
very large percentage of their birds, as they will not be able to 
f oUow their wounded birds, in order to polish them off ; and 
even in the case of dead ones, it will be a fluke if they can pick 
them up at all, if they had chanced to fall or drift on to the 
saltings. My own mud pattens, which were illustrated and fully 
described in The Field, and in my book, " Modem Wildfowling,'* 
are immensely superior to the professional's common pattens, as 
they do not suck the mud, and are light and safe to wear. They 
can be procured from Messrs. S. W. Silver & Co., 67 and 68. 
Comhill, London. For any lengthened stay for wildfowl shooting 
on Chichester Harbour, any man who is prepared to rough it, 
had better stop at Wittering ; but those who require their com- 
forts will find some of the hotels at Chichester comfortable 
enough. 

Christchnrch. — This is not nearly so good a station as it 
was years ago. Nevertheless, now and then, in hard times, 
cax)ital bags have been made there ; but in order to reach the 
acme of perfection, one must arrange with a reliable local 
man to let him know when it is worth his while coming down 
to pay the harbour and bay a visit. Only once or twice have I 
succeeded lately in making a tolerable bag there, and therefore 
I do not feel incHned to recommend it very strongly, except under 
the circumstances above referred to. The Family Hotel people, if 
written to, however, would doubtless let any shooters know when 
prospects were fair. There is a village called Mudef ord, a mile 
or two from Christchurch, which would not be a bad station in 
those happy times, as it is close to the sea shore proper, and 
therefore, with a good deal of hard work and tramping, it is 
possible, now and then, to get on well. But I repeat it, the 
place is now not near what it used to be in days gone by. 

Clacton-on-Sea. — This rising sea-bathing town is within a 
very short distance of Walton-on-the-Naze. I do not think the 
shore shooting at Clacton is particularly enticing, and I should 
therefore advise visitors there to go to Walton, and patronise 
the Hamf ord Water, if they require any sport in the wildf owling 
line. At the same time, doubtless, a few birds may be killed on 
the shore and at sea off Clacton ; but I mean that, judging from 
the nature of the ground, no such sport can be expected there as 
is to be had from Walton-on-the-Naze. 
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Clay. — Clay is on the Northern shore of Norfolk, and is about 
tan miles from Wells. The wildfowl shooting at Clay is said to 
be exceedingly good, and punting, sailing, and flighting may in 
turn be indulged in. 

Crowland (Lincolnshire). — Growland is a noted place for its 
marsh shooting, the ground being exceedingly attractive to both 
snipe and fowl. Shooting is said to be free ; but information 
should be asked for at the inns, or at the hotels at Peakirk, 
where the accommodation, by the way, is superior. First-rate 
bags have been made at Crowland, as the birds abound at times, 
but a guide should always be secured, as otherwise one might 
trespass on the decoy grounds, and the fine for so doing is 
heavy. 

Cnckmere Gap (Sussex). — Snipe, gulls, curlew, &c., are to 
be had there, but ducks are uncertain, according to the 
'^ Shooter's Diary." 

Dagenham. — Half -way between Barking and Rainham, on 
the London, Tilbury, and Southend Railway, on the right of the 
line, the traveller will see a small sheet of water, near which 
some, now deserted, buildings have been erected. It appears 
that, originally it was intended to transform that small lake into 
docks, and a good deal of labour and money was spent in build- 
ing a short railroad and in erecting some wooden sheds. But, 
to the best of my knowledge, neither of these have been used 
for any practical purposes ; and, to all appearances, the idea of 
having docks there seems to have been relinquished, and the 
place is as quiet as anyone can wish. The lake is bordered with 
sedge and reeds, and the staple visitors to the spot are anglers, 
who meet with more or less reward for their exertions, and a 
few shooters who now and then, in winter time, repair to that 
spot. I have myself seen, some years ago, on several occasions, 
bunches of fowl resting on the lake ; but I have never heard 
that great execution had been done there by visitors, probably 
because those who visited it were content to use 12-bore guns. 
Had a big gun been available on such occasions, doubtless the 
score might have been pretty heavy. However, be that as it 
may, those who like to potter about with a gun, and pick up 
an odd snipe, and so on, will find that the modus operandi will 
be for them to take train to Rainham, and from thence to hire a 
trap and drive, or else walk, to the pond — ^a good two miles 
from Rainham. There are always a few moorheaa^Vjfe^vSss^ 



12 Public Shooting Quarters. 

up in the sedge beds, but most of them congregate near a 
building close to the shore of the Thames, where, for some 
potent reasons, it is forbidden to shoot, some cartridge loading 
or other gunpowder manipulation being going on there. The 
keeper, William Atkins, lives on the east shore of the lake. He 
takes the money from visitors, and issues tickets at the rate of, 
I believe, half-a-crown for shooting and a shilling for angling 
per day— at least, this used to be the case some years ago, and I 
have not heard that any alteration has taken place. At (he same 
time, it might be so ; and it would be as well to inquire before 
going there, if anyone should be tempted to pay the place a 
visit. 

Deal. — ^Everyone knows where Deal is situated, and how to 
get there ; but what many people do not know is, that the sea- 
shore, which is sandy, from Deal to Shellness Point, is eminently 
suited for shore bird shooting. The birds now and then abound 
there, and some rare birds have been shot along that part of the 
coast. Moreover, in winter time it is not at all uncommon for 
many fowl to congregate about the downs. I have had several 
good days myself there sailing about, and two or three times I 
have tramped on the shore, and, to the best of my recollection, 
I have never had a blank day. Indeed, at one time there used 
to be two or three local men who made it a practice pretty often 
to pay the shore a visit. There is good accommodation at Deal, 
several hotels being handy. 

Doverconrt. — ^Dovercourt is situated on the Great Eastern 
line, and is within a mile or so of Harwich. To get there the 
traveller will have to change at Manningtree, and for well-nigh 
the whole distance between Manningtree and Dovercourt he will 
have an almost uninterupted view of the river Stour, with its 
flats and mudbanks. The whole of the shore is exceedingly 
lonely and rough ; and as the river, with its saltings, is at no 
place less than a mile in width, and in some places pretty 
nearly two, it will strike the reader that the spot must be very 
suitable for wildfowl shooting. Indeed, at one time, before the 
railway was built, the Stour was one of the very best rivers on 
the east coast, but since the trains have been running, its im- 
mediate neighbourhood, of course, has been more or less dis- 
turbed. Still, the birds soon find out that they are not much 
molested, and it is no uncommon sight in cold weather to see 
fowl on the river within half a mile, or less, of the railway. 
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There is a very good hotel at Dovereourt, which is called the 
Oliff hotel. It is built on a small hill facing the bay of the 
North Sea, and, from details which have reached me on the 
subject, it appears that the manager has made the comfort of 
wildfowl shooters a speciality in his establishment; and pro- 
fessional fowlers, as weU as punts and punt guns, are readily 
secured for visitors by merely mentioning their wishes to him. 
Punting may also be carried on from Dovereourt Bay down 
to the Hamford Water, where the sport, when a strong east 
wind is blowing, is very good, as the fowl are driven in to seek 
shelter behind the islands and in the creeks which abound there. 
If shore birds are especially sought after, any amount may be 
MUed upon the seashore proper, or on the river Stour or the 
river OrweU. The Oliff Hotel issue a prospectus inviting 
sportsmen to visit it when on sport intent. I have this pro- 
spectus now before me, and therein I find it stated, on what 
appears to be undoubted authority, that, from August, 1879, 
until the 31st of January, 1880, a professional fowler named 
George Gardiner, who belongs to the place, shot, in Dovereourt 
Bay or Hamford Water, 1177 birds, divided as follows : 51 Brent 
geese, 2 white-fronted geese, 22 ducks, 82 widgeon, 1 scaup, 4 
golden eyes, 4 teal, 9 curlews, 4 wimbrels, 7 godwits, 80 red- 
shanks, 3 greenshanks, 159 knots, 2 golden plovers, 7 grey 
plovers, 7 ringed plovers, 42 lapwings, 3 tumstones, 1 oyster 
catcher, 6 curlew sandpipers, 17 sanderlings, 642 dunlins, 2 
snipe, 1 heron, 2 black-headed gulls, 1 lesser black-backed gull, 
1 Richardson's skua, 1 rook, 1 jackdaw, 9 woodpigeons, and 4 
snow buntings. Of course, the vast majority of the birds were 
not fowl proper ; but still they are legitimate game enough for 
the wildfowl shooter, and, on the whole, Gardiner did not do 
badly, taking into consideration the fact that probably he was 
engaged a goodish part of his time with visitors. From all this, 
I think that a man who would wish to try wildfowl shooting, 
could do worse than to pay a visit to Dovereourt. 

Doddington. — ^A sportsman very kindly sends me some 
particulars about this spot where good snipe shooting is to 
be obtained, and I subjoin his own words : — " No doubt it 
will be of some interest for the readers of your valuable 
papers in the Field to know where a small but good bit 
of snipe shooting is always to be had in the season, when 
the wind is in the right quarter, viz., north to east. li ifcsb 
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wind is in any other quarter the snipe are generally scattered 
on the neighbouring lands. The part I allude to is known by 
the name of Doddington Fen, and is situated between Wim- 
blington (on the Great Eastern Railway), and a small village 
called Doddington. The Fen is in its natural state, all water, 
turf, <fec., and affords a first-class snipe walk. It is not very 
large, but two guns killed twenty couple in about three hours. 
Three hours is about the extent of shooting in one day, unless 
one gets at it early in the morning and has an hour or two, and 
then lets the place remain quiet for a few hours, as the snipe 
invariably leave the fen after continuous shooting, but return to 
it again in a short time. There are a few herons to bo seen, but 
they cannot be shot unless you are in ambush, or stalk them with 
a rifle. There are also a few ducks, and for the last two or three 
seasons, a couple have bred there. It would be more convenient 
for the sportsman intending to visit the place to obtain accom- 
modation at Doddington, but it would be rather rough, and 
better is to be had at March, at the Griffin Hotel. This, how- 
ever, would be about three miles from the shooting. A good 
setter or pointer would be a useful companion. The shooting is 
perfectly free, but the natives would persuade you otherwise. 
There are, however, only two or three who ever shoot in the 
fen." 

Ezmonth. — ^Now and then fairish sport, I am told, was to 
be had with wildfowl in the estuary of the Exe, but information 
on the subject is very meagre. Judging from the situation of 
Exmouth, however, I should say that there ought to be some 
sport there, provided the nature of the ground offers favourable 
feeding for the birds. A likely spot was said to be between 
Exmouth and Topsham. 

A correspondent, however, wrote as follows : — " I am sorry 
to say that anyone going to Exmouth expecting to have 
good sport will be grievously disappointed. The railroads 
on either side of the estuary, and the punt gunners, have pretty 
well annihilated sport on the Exe. Now and then in severe 
weather a few ducks, and even geese, may be killed, especially 
early in the morning ; but a whole day may be spent on the mud 
banks between Exmouth and Topsham, without getting a single 
shot at anything. There are, however, generally some flocks of 
sanderlings, a few curlew, about a dozen herons, some cormo- 
rants (locally termed " shags "), and sometimes flocks of lapwings, 
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all very wild ; but the coots, which, as I have been told, aboat 
fifty years since were so nnmerons oft Lympstone as to blacken 
the water, have long been gone." 

Filey. — ^Filey, Whitby, and Scarborough, being together, so 
to speak, might be visited alternately by shooters staying at 
either town. Off Whitby and Scarborough, when birds were 
about at sea, it used to be the fashion for one or two shooters to 
hire a large and powerful sailing boat, and by taking with them 
large-bore shoulder guns, tolerable fun used now and then to 
be had. But at FUey, the staple sport was, for the shooter or 
shooters to hide on what is called locally the Brig, which is 
simply a belt of rocks, extending out to sea like a natural break- 
water. I never knew of large bags being made thus, but now 
and again, when a passage occurs, a few birds are knocked over 
in their flight over the Brig, but I should not commend the ' 
place exclusively for its shooting. The sea fishing, however, 
is at times first-rate, so much so, that the locality is well known, 
and in the season, it is very rare indeed for the Brig to be 
untenanted. But I repeat it, as regards shooting, a local man 
being on the spot, may do very well by watching for his 
opportunites, but a stranger to the place will have but few 
chances to do any good, unless he had special information 
sent him as to when he might have a fair hope of success. 

Flamborongh Head. — This is a notorious place for sea 
bird shooting, but from the cliffs many birds are lost, and from 
a boat the sport is not always particularly safe. However, in the 
proper season, and by picldng a suitable day, very good practice 
is to be had there, and no one need have any compunction as to 
killing the birds, on the ground that when killed they may not 
be of use to anybody, for it will be found that the shoremen are 
always very pleased to have any quantity of birds given them, as 
they eat them, and their down and feathers are very valuable. 
As regards the shooting practice, it is not at all bad, as it takes 
luck as well as skill to kill clean, and in a sportsmanlike manner, 
those tough birds of the sea, when singly and on the wing. When 
crippled they give no end of excitement, as they dive like loons, 
and consequently baffle tyros exceedingly. The main difficulty 
consists, not only in the swift motion of the birds, which do not 
appear to go very fast, but nevertheless, rarely travel at a speed 
of less than forty miles an hour ; but also the motion of the boat, 
and the cramped position of the shooters. As a m&tUx ^^ \%«^>^ 
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the sport is bristling with difficulties, and the outing in nice 
weather is very delightful. But from the cliffs the sport is 
pretty well nil, as the shooting is much easier, and ninety-nine 
out of one hundred birds are lost, as they fall on the sea, unless 
the shooters have a boat below to pick up their spoils. 

Fobbing. — ^Fobbing is a small Tillage on the west of Oanvey 
Island. It is just facing the junction of Cranes Creek and 
Hole Haven. Hole Haven itself is but a magnified creek, about 
two hundred yards broad by a couple of miles long, and into 
which, in winter time, when the weather is hard, lots of birds 
come for shelter. The rule of having a shallow craft holds 
good here, the best shots occurring when but little water 
covers the mud,' so that the craft used must necessarily be flat- 
bottomed and draw but little water. Occasionally the dodge 
of hiring a clean barge is resorted to there by shooters, who 
are thus enabled to hug the shores far closer than they would 
in a yacht, and very good sport is thus sometimes met with. 
Fobbing itself is a very small village, and the accommodation is 
somewhat primitive, but men and boats can sometimes readily 
enough be engaged. When geese are about the Chapman Sands, 
a very favourite plan is to drop down along the shore with a 
barge, having first rigged a swivel gun on the port or starboard 
quarter. The geese are so used to seeing barges going up 
or down the river that they pay but little attention to one if 
she comes about quietly, if the shooters keep themselves hidden, 
and if the helmsman does not appear to notice them. Some 
very good shots are to be had thus, and, to my knowledge, 
excellent bags have been made at the spot mentioned. 

Folkestone. — There is no shore shooting worth mentioning 
to be had at or near Folkestone. In winter time, however, in 
very hard weather, and particularly when a storm is raging, all 
sorts of fowl flight over the cliffs, sometimes ahnost close enough 
to be killed with an ordinary gun ; but that sort of thing is not 
to be relied upon, and there is nothing to be done in that line, 
except by those who live on the spot and can seize the opportunity. 
Seagulls patronise the shore occasionally in very large numbers, 
but then no one shoots seagulls, except he requires specimens 
for stuffing, or to make screens with their wings, &c. The only 
plan likely to answer is to go to sea in a good boat, with large- 
bore shoulder guns, when possibly a bag may be made. The 
best man to make arrangements with for an undertaking of the 
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sort is T. H. Baker, who lives in South-street. As he is a 
fisherman, he is fnlly aware when fowl have appeared along the 
coast, and where and how to find them. He lets boats out on 
hire, and accompanies visitors himself ; therefore, he would be 
about the best man to secure for an expedition of the sort. 

Fossdyke. — This is but a continuation of the marsh at 
Frieston Shore, of which I have already spoken ; and the same 
sort of sport may, therefore, be expected there. In cold 
weather, when the inland ponds are frozen over, the birds are 
driven there for feediDg, and accordingly good sport is to be 
had, then. 

Foulness Island. — Foulness Island lies between the mouths 
of the river Crouch, the river Roach, and the river Thames. 
Grand sport is to be had there in winter time, not only in the 
rivers Crouch and Hoach, but in SheKord Creek and on the 
Maplin Sands, which border that side of the island which faces 
the Thames. For further details, the description of the sport to 
be had from Hull Bridge should be referred to. 

Frieston Shore. — This is a small village to which I have 
already alluded summarily when treating of Boston. It is 
situated right on the seashore, about five miles from the latter 
town, which of course is easy enough of access from all parts of 
the country. To get to Frieston Shore one must hire a trap from 
the town itself, or get one sent purposely from Frieston to meet 
the train. This is easily done by dropping a note beforehand to 
Mrs. Sewell, who keeps an hotel at Frieston Shore. The said 
hotel is homely and comfortable, every attention being paid to 
visitors; and, as from one*s window one could fire over the 
marsh, the place is decidedly handy. The saltings extend for 
miles to the northward and southward, and it is, without doubt, 
one of the very best shore-shooting stations in England. All 
sorts of birds are to be shot there, by merely tramping on the 
saltings as soon as the tide begins to recede, until it is quite low, 
when too much precaution could not be taken to effect a speedy 
retreat, as, the marsh being very fiat, as soon as the tide is on 
the turn most of the creeks get filled in an incredibly short 
space of time, and the shooter may find his means of escape cut 
off by the brine. Therefore, I should always advise making 
tracks as soon as the tide is making. It will save a deal of 
trouble and fuss, and very probably a ducking in the bargain. 
At the same time no one need be unnecessarily £rv%Vik»«v!ka^\s^ 

c 
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imaginary dangers. The first thing is to ascertain from the 
local men the hours of the tide, and if that information be kept 
in mind and a reliable watch is carried, there is no reason why a 
man should not enjoy himself to his heart's content, as long as 
he knows for a fact that he is safe. Moreover, high tide is not 
at all a bad time for making a bag of shore birds, because, when 
they are lifted ofE their feet, they are continually flying about, 
along, or over the sea wall, seeking, presumably, a place of rest 
until, the sea receding again, they will find their feeding grounds 
bare once more. Now, the sea wall zig-zagging about consider- 
ably, as usual, it is always a very simple matter indeed to secure a 
good ambush, and then, in sober truth, comes a good test for the 
skill of the shooters. Let a redshank, for instance, come within 
thirty yards, and, when he sees your gun-barrels, his twisting 
would put the rising of a snipe to shame. The sea ofE the shore 
is called Boston Deeps, and beyond it are the Lynn Deeps, where, 
in stormy weather, wild fowl often do congregate in large 
numbers ; but they rarely can be shot from the shore, except 
when driven inland by stress of weather. Over the Deeps, 
however, good punting is to be had ; but, as there are no punts 
kept at Frieston Shore, some should be brought there by 
shooters, or hired from the professionals of Lynn. Sailing is 
also occasionally successful ; but great care should be exercised, 
as the flats extend very considerably out to sea, and if one got 
stranded on the sands or mud, and the wind happened to turn 
wrong, the trip might end anything but pleasurably. To the 
best of my knowledge, Mrs. Sewell does not keep a punt for the 
use of her visitors. I saw a dinghy once in the creek ; but I 
forget now whether it belonged to the late Mr. SeweU or to the 
coastguard, who have a station close by. Therefore, those shooters 
who wish to go to sea will find it a sine qua non to provide aU 
they want in the matter of craft, unless Mrs. Sewell should inform 
them that she could do so for them. The best way to do Frieston 
Shore justice, according to my mind, would be for intending 
visitors to commission Mrs. Sewell beforehand to let them know 
by telegraph when it would be worth their while paying her 
place a visit. By these means good sport might be anticipated. 
When the above notes on the place were published I received 
a letter from Capt. Thomas Waite, of Wrangle, near Boston, 
Lincolnshire, who said : — " I have always been interested in 
your articles on wildfowl shooting in the Field, and note your 
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description of quarters now going on. Wrangle is about half 
way between Boston and Wainfleet. The birds are not so 
much disturbed here as in some places nearer the above-men- 
tioned towns. My property, which I also occupy, runs down to 
the Wash (close to the coastguard station) ; the house is good 
and faces the sea. Gentlemen whose object is shore and punt 
shooting, and who require good private board and residence, I 
could receive and make comfortable, at about the terms of a 
good boarding-house, according to accommodation required. I 
shall have pleasure in replying to any further information re- 
quired by yourself or friends." 

Now, I know that shooters equipped with good substantial 
wildfowl guns will do well on that spot, and although I do not 
know Mr Wfdte personally, I know his district weU, and have 
shot opposite his house more than once. It is, in fact, a con- 
tinuation of the saltings from Frieston Shore northwards, and, 
as there are very few men sporting about there, I should say 
that the chances of making a good bag would be increased by 
staying at his house. I may possibly try the spot myself some 
day. Anyhow I shall be pleased to hear from any sportsmen 
who may visit this or any other spot of which I have already 
treated, or those I shall subsequently describe. 

Olastonbnry. — It is said that, by asking leave from the 
farmers, permission is readily granted to shoot over the marshes, 
the best of which are those at Birtle, Shapwick, Godney, and 
Ashcott Moor. 

GoldlLanger. — Goldhanger is a village which is situated on 
the northern shore of the Blackwater river. It is easily reached 
from Maldon, as the roads are fairly good. It is about a five- 
mile drive, and, as several puntsmen live there, or thereabouts, 
with proper arrangements no difficulty is to be experienced in 
getting a punt ; but there are no double-handed punts to be had 
for love or money, which is a great nuisance from every point of 
view, especially when it is borne in mind that the single-handed 
punts which are to be had, belong to the coffin-shaped persuasion, 
and are quite too awfully uncomfortable. To me they seem to 
be all angles and ribs, and I invariably got black and blue by the 
time I had done with them. They are exceedingly narrow, and 
therefore their sides stand very high, all of which things are 
great mistakes in punt building. Along the shore, men who 
care about killing shore birds, will find to the Qael^%xAL ^^ «s^ 
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about a mile from Goldhanger, a strip of shingle adjoining the 
sea-wall, and at any same time, by night or by day, that shingle, 
at high tide, will be a safe find for clouds of shore birds. Down 
the creek itself small bunches of fowl are frequently to be picked 
up in cold weather. The professionals generally lay to, about, 
in their punts until the birds settle, when they go in chase, and 
there is a small yacht kept, I believe, purposely for wildfowl 
shooting, which is pretty generally seen sailing about the 
estuary. No very startling bags are made there except at rare 
intervals ; but there is a good deal of popping going on, whereby 
a few heads of fowl and any amount of shorebirds are brought 
to bag. The Goldhanger decoy used to be a great draw to the 
birds at one time, and it brings on still not a few. But the 
decoy itself is not now worked, I believe. From Goldhanger 
no end of trips can be undertaken with a punt ; but an ordinary 
yacht, unless in the hands of a local pilot, is almost sure to get 
stuck on the flats. This occurred last season to two friends of 
mine, whom I had to rescue in my punt, in which I took them 
to Maldon, the whole of our luggage being taken ashore by a 
pnntsman who happened to be about on the look-out for fowl. 
Therefore, visitors will do well to beware of meeting with the 
same mishap. 

Grange-over-Sands. — ^From the " Diary " I had gathered 
that there was a large tract of sand and marsh here, where 
plenty of seaf owl and a few ducks could be got, but the following 
letter threw a different light on the point : — " Grange itself is 
not of any use, but there are places in the neighbourhood where 
some shots can be had occasionally at sea birds, provided the 
weather is suitable — ^that is to say, the more disagreeable and 
unpleasant the day is, the more likely you are to get shots ; and 
another sine qua non is a good high tide. At Humphrey Head 
Point in stormy weather and high tides, by hiding amongst the 
rocks, a good many shots may sometimes be had. The nuisance 
of the place is that you have a great deal of difficulty in retrieving 
your birds. If the sea is smooth enough for a strong retriever 
to face it, you have very few shots ; and if very rough, and birds 
fall into the water, you cannot get them, unless they are washed 
in by the tide. The marshes to the west of Humphrey Head 
sometimes afford shots ; but this is some distance from Grange, 
and the fishermen from the neighbouring villages generally have 
the best of it. I might mention that game all about the neigh- 
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bourhood is preserved ; so it becomes almost a necessity, if you 
move about much, to get leave to go overland in moving from 
place to place. 

'* In moderate weather shots may be had at fowl and other birds 
by sailing about in the estuary ; but you should have some one 
with you who understands the tides and channels, or you may 
be left high and dry on a sandbank for twelve hours, and, as the 
sands are treacherous, a stranger might come to awful grief. 
Shots may be had by walking near the channel edge following 
the tide out ; but this is very dangerous, for the tide under- 
washes the sand, and I have frequently heard the roar when 
some enormous mass of sand has fallen into the channel ; but if 
shooters go down the side which is not banked, they are fairly 
safe ; there are occasional quicksands which should be avoided. 
On any such journey as I have last mentioned, a compass should 
always be carried ; for if a fog came on the shooter might find 
himself hopelessly lost ; and he should remember not to use it 
with the gun too near it, as then it will tell him nothing 
correctly. 

"To have any quantity of shooting at sea birds in the 
neighbourhood of Grange, I think my remarks will show that 
the shooter must be able to put up with hard work and cold 
Inclement weather. I believe Amside is a better place trom 
hearsay." 

Gravesend. — The immediate neighbourhood of Gravesend 
years ago, before the lime and other works were built on the 
shore, used to afford fairish shore -shooting to those few residents 
and visitors to whom a day on the water with a gun was a 
pleasurable diversion. There are still some shore birds about, 
but the number of shooters has now vastly increased, and the 
old saying, " That too many cooks, &c.," is here applicable in 
its entirety. Nevertheless, some birds are still there, as I 
happen to know; for this last season, when on the Southend 
Railway, I observed, near Gray's, a few small flocks tumbling 
about over the river. At Tilbury itself several shooters left the 
train for the shore, and, as a deal of popping took place through- 
out the day, I conclude that there must have been a good 
many shore birds about. Moreover, several times my keeper 
informed me that a flock of about two hundred widgeon and 
ducks were on the river at high tide, at about one hundred yacda 
from the seawall. He watched for tkemlot %i %wy^a^^'«^«^^' 
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hoping that they would eventnaplly get near enough for a shot, 
but they seemed to be quite satisfied with the safety of the spot 
where they were, and did not give him a chance. But there 
they were, and if he had had one of my 4-bores handy, with an 
S.S.G. cartridge in, he would, doubtless, have cut a lane into 
them. This was, be it said, on the Essex shore. The Kent 
side of the river below Gravesend is not of much good until one 
gets to Shorn Battery, near which there is a good bit of saltings, 
cut about by two or three large creeks. But there again, some 
works have been built at the Point, and these have not improved 
the chances of shore birds settling there. Altogether, there- 
fore, I should say that sport round about Gravesend would be 
now decidedly of a rather fluky character. Had I my choice, I 
should prefer the Northfleet marshes, or the Essex shore, to 
Shorn and its neighbourhood : and, any way, nothing much of a 
bag should be expected. At Gravesend itself, any amount of 
boats and boatmen can be engaged. The craft should all be 
provided with a mast and sail, and, by sailing along the shore, 
and as near it as the tide will admit, one would increase greatly 
his chances, especially in the dusk of twilight, morning or 
evening, when, sometimes, one may creep unperceived to within 
forty yards of hundreds of sandpipers, feeding unconcerned on 
the bare mud. That would decidedly be the best way of doing 
things. Tramping along the sea walls never produces much 
good, and it often leads shooters into the temptation of trespass- 
ing after game on the neighbouring land. 

GrajTS (Essex). — Grays has a station next to that of Purfleet, 
on the London, Tilbury, and Southend Railway, and a few 
minutes walk wiU bring the shooter to the river side. The sea 
walls extend right and left to Purfleet and to Tilbury respec- 
tively. There is, however, but little shooting to be done there, 
except at ox birds, which now and then pass in flocks, it being 
very rare that larger birds appear on the scene, except in extra- 
or^narily cold weather, and even then it is simply a mere fluke 
if anything bigger than a sandpiper be secured. Nevertheless, 
not a week passes by but some shooters may be seen leaving the 
train at Tilbury and wending their way along the sea wall, 
evidently intending to go to Grays. I should not imagine that 
they would do much in the shore shooting line ; but probably 
they trespass now and then on the adjoining marshes. Over 
Bome of these, for about a mile, I have the right of shooting, but 
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t is most difficult to detect anyone poaching on such lands, as 
the shooters may keep behind the sea wall, and never show 
themselves until no one is in sight, when, of course, the coast is 
clear for them. I have several times interviewed some of the 
gunners who had been thus rambling, and they generally declared 
themselves perfectly satisfied with the sport they had met with, 
so that everything wa« right so far as they were concerned. 

Greatham. — Greatham, in Durhamshire, was at one time 
notorious for its flighting sport — at least, so I heard some years 
ago, but I know not whether the place has kept up its reputation 
in that respect. 

Grove Perry. — There is a decent inn here. Snipe and wild- 
fowl shooting is to be had in the neighbourhood. The South - 
Eastern Railway runs near. 

Hailsham (Sussex). — Wildfowl shooting is to be obtained 
in the neighbourhood, and dotterels have been frequently killed 
there. 

Harwich. — ^From what I have written concerning Dover- 
court, it will be readily surmised that Harwich must be a very 
good station for wildfowl shooting, and the surmise will be per- 
fectly correct. Everything which was stated as being enjoyed 
at Dovercourt can of course be had at Harwich, but proper pro- 
vision should be made at the latter town in the way of craft, as 
none are to be had except of the ordinary seaport town descrip- 
tion. Therefore, punts would have to be secured from Dover- 
court, or from the professionals on the rivers Stour and Orwell. 
As regards sailing boats, there are a few to be readily hired at 
Harwich itself ; and when the fowl are driven into the harbour 
by rough weather at sea, it is an excellent plan to sail to them 
in open sailing boats or small yachts, and fire at the bunches, 
as they sit in the harbour under the lee of the shore, with 
heavy swivel guns rigged over the bows of the boat. I have had 
thus several very enjoyable days, and as there is an immense 
amount of shore birds about the rivers, it ensues that, with a 
good pilot and a suitable craft, one can have any amount of 
shooting at shore birds besides fowl. When, however, the fowl 
remain outside the harbour, a very favourite excursion for 
shooters consists in sailing down the harbour, either to Hamf ord 
Water, or round the Langer Point northward as far as the river 
Deben, about eight miles, all told. A good look-out being kept, 
many birds can be thus picked up. WhaxL ^Tlas^M^% ^-^^s^"^ *^>a» 
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desired, a stay at Dovercourt, and doing all the points mentioned 
when dealing with that place, will be the proper thing to do. It 
shonld be borne in mind, when making Harwich the head- 
qnarters for any trip of the sort, never to allow the punts to 
remain moored near the stone stairs opposite the Great Eastern 
Railway Hotel, as they would certainly come to grief by the 
waves dashing them against the stairs, or be crushed by the 
sailors going to and from their ships at anchor and the shore. 
Some of these men, being in heavy powerful dinghies, come to 
the stairs like a bull at a gate, with no consideration for any 
craft lighter than their own, and a few positively delight in 
damaging smaU craft. Therefore, the hint should be taken, 
and a nde should be adopted, and, in fact, everywhere acted 
upon, never to allow punts to remain alongside any wharves, 
quays, or ships that are at anchor. A good plan, when the tide 
and wind suit, consists in sailing up the river Orwell, and 
securing beds at Ipswich, if time be no object, and coming 
back the next day. But, with a good boat, and a favourable 
north-east wind, one may carry out the trip there and back on 
the same day easily, as the distance is not more than twelve 
miles each way. This is a very pleasant way of doing things, 
and I have always found that shooters enjoyed the landing and 
lunch ashore immensely if they had gone up the river in an 
open boat in winter time. But time should not be wasted if 
the return journey is to be undertaken the same day. Let an 
hour be spared for a good lunch, and that ought to be quite 
sujQ&cient. If only a yacht be at hand it will be quite high 
enough to sail as far as Orwell Park, and then turn back, 
because higher up the river the navigable channel is very shallow 
and narrow, and one might be left high and dry at ebb tide ; 
whereas an open sailing boat even with good beam can always 
be managed right up to Ipswich, since it can be rowed up when 
the wind gets awkward. From all this it will be perceived 
that a good deal of wildfowl shooting can be carried on from 
Harwich with proper management. As regards accommodation, 
the Great Eastern Railway Hotel, which immediately faces the 
harbour, is very good, and at all times the rates are very 
moderate. 

Hastings. — ^An occasional shot may be had at Hastings, 
mostly by going to sea in a well-found smack, as the shore offers 
but little inducement to the birds to stop there. 
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Hathersage (Derby). — The Bradfield Game Association at 
Sheffield used to preserve 10,000 acres near here. There were 
plenty of grouse. There were fifty members at ISl. per annum 
and 25 L entrance. Comfortable quarters could be had either 
here or at Ashopton, and at other inns and farms near the moor. 

Hayling Island. — This island is situated in Chichester 
harbour, of which it forms the we^t side. The saltings round 
Hayliug Island afford very good feeding to fowl and shore 
birds, but from a somewhat lengthened correspondence in the 
Field I gather that one of the adjoining landowners claims a 
right of ownership over part of the said saltings. However, 
for further details as to wildfowl shooting, readers should apply 
to Mr. William Goldring, at Olive Leaf, South Hayling, who is 
reputed to be the best wildfowl shooter on the island. At the 
west of the island, Mr. Cutler formerly allowed people to sport 
over his land for half-a-crown per gun per day, for rabbit 
shooting, but the rabbits killed of course went to him. At least 
this used to be the case some years ago, but last year Mr. Cutler 
had let the shooting of Sinah Farm and the rabbit warren to a 
private gentleman. If this arrangement still holds good, of 
course it would be of no use for intending shooters to apply to 
him. Respecting the mud banks, a communication appeared in 
the Field, signed " South Hayling," which said that " the mud 
banks on the north and east of the island — except a small part 
on the north, belonging to the manor of Havant — ^were purchased 
by a gentleman some years ago from the Court of Chancery, and 
he also acquired the manorial rights of Hayling. The latter 
embraces the right to all wreckage washed ashore and not 
claimed within a certain time, inclusive of that left on the south 
beach, facing the open sea, which, in this instance, therefore, 
does not belong to the Crown. The mud banks of the west of 
the island, consisting of 1750 acres, were advertised for sale by 
public auction, through the Chancery Division of the High 
Court of Justice, on July 13, 1878, at the Mart, Tokenhouse- 
yard. They extend from Hayling Bridge at Langstone to Fort 
Cumberland, the western boundary being the channel at low 
water. This was also purchased by the same person, and it is 
therefore obvious that the mud banks and saltings at Hayling 
Island are private property. Consequently, no one can land 
upon them and sport without permission." From all this it 
appears that shooting from boats alone is alIoYi^\i\ft. "V^^as^^ 
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often, when shooting near Hayling, landed on those shores, and it 
remains to be seen whether right of property to wreckage, and 
so on, includes the exclnsive right of shooting over the saltings. 
There are pnnters at Langstone, Mengeham, Sinah, Emsworth, 
<&c., and donbtless punts could be hired, if desired, at any of 
those villages. 

Henfield. — I shall mention the name of this village when 
treating of Shoreham. Ducks are now and then shot on the 
river Adur, but snipe and moorhens are more especially met 
with. 

Heybridge Basin. — Heybridge Basin is facing a conglome- 
ration of a few cottages on the north-west shore of the Black- 
water River. At one time there was no difficulty in securing a 
bedroom at the public house which faces the lock, but I know 
not whether this accommodation is to be obtained at the present 
day, as I have not been to Heybridge for some years, although I 
have passed it in punts, including my own, scores of times when 
going down the river from Maldon for my trips. It is situated 
about a mile and a half by road, and something like a mile by 
water, from Maldon, and it is a better station than Maldon for 
yachts to anchor at, as there is more water and a free course 
down the river. Just facing Heybridge Basin (so called, by the 
way, because of a lock where ships, barges, and so on, are always 
kept afloat) there is an island called !N'orthex, on whose shores 
it is very rare indeed that flocks of shore birds cannot be seen. 
But, as both Maldon and Heybridge are frequented by punters 
and shore shooters, shore birds get so wide awake that great 
caution is necessary to over-reach them, and powerful, hard- 
driving guns are absolutely necessary if a bag is expected to be 
made. I have known men, very good hands indeed with the 
gun at game shooting or pigeon shooting, who could not bag a 
single bird when shore bird shooting afloat. This is readily 
explained by the fact that the motion of the craft is apt to put 
out the shooter, and also that birds flying over the water deceive 
the eye so completely that distances are kept out of the 
reckoning ; so that men who from the shore might have done 
very well, have been known repeatedly from a boat not to kill a 
single bird the whole day, although very many birds were about. 
I never knew anything short of an 8-bore doing any good there : 
but 4-bores are the tools for this sort of game, as 3oz. of shot, 
propelled by 10, 11, or 12drs. of powder, or a good dose of 
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Schultze — my favourite powder — ^will cut a lane into the flocks 
at almost any but preposterous ranges. I know this sort of 
shooting is deprecated by those who can afford better sport. 
Nevertheless, many thousands of men who cannot indulge in 
game or other shooting are very glad to turn their hands to it ; 
and, with a pleasant companion and plenty of provisions and 
comforts, some very pleasurable days are thus spent in the 
estuaries all round the coast. One of the great mistakes into 
which intending shooters fall readily, is that of taking for 
granted the assertions of some of the waterside men that their 
dinghies will do very well for the sport on hand. It will happen 
certainly that birds will fly now and then within range of any 
craft. But give me a low, broad punt, and I will warrant that 
the chances of scoring will be tenfold multiplied. At least that 
is my experience. Several professional punters live at Heybridge 
Basin, but their punts, like those of the Goldhanger and Maldon 
men, are not always of a most perfect pattern. Still they are 
better than black, high-sided, heavy ship's dinghies with which 
some of the shore men try to saddle strangers, and one or two 
are always more or less readily hired. If not, an application to> 
Howard, boat builder, or to Handley at the boat yard, could 
always secure one, and therefore a letter should always be 
dropped to either of these men beforehand. The accommodation 
at Heybridge Basin, as far as I can remember, was not 
absolutely luxurious ; but I was always very fond of the village, 
because in winter time it looks so wild and lonely, and one 
could begin shooting on leaving the inn ; in fact the birds often 
fly over the very inn itself, and a good bit used to be done by 
tramping or flighting along the sea walls. But in such cases 
the shooters should always have a reliable good retriever to pick 
up their birds, or a pair of my mud pattens, as the softs are in 
some places decidedly soft, and an attempt to walk upon them 
without pattens would certainly end grievously. Several of the 
men own punt guns — all muzzle-loaders, of course— but, as a 
rule, they are shy of lending them, unless they themselves can 
go with the shooters and take them about in their punts, which 
cannot always be done, as the punts are generally single-handed. 
They are keen, reliable men, thoroughly to be trusted if one seta 
about it rightly. 

Hnllbridge. — Hullbridge is situated on the river Crouch, in 
Essex, and is to be reached from Benfi.eekt ^^-aictfs^, w^. *»SssSi 
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London, Tilbury, and Southend Railway, from whence a ten or 
twelve miles' drive will land the shooter at the inn, whose land- 
lord, Mr. 0. Gibson, if advised beforehand, meets the shooters 
at the station by appointment, and will secure a boat if told. 
The sport down the river consists almost exclusively of shore 
birds, big and small, until one reaches the river Roach, on the 
«onth shore of the Crouch, and from hence fowl are to be 
picked up, especially in stormy weather at sea, when the birds 
come up for shelter, and the shores of the rivers being very lonely, 
a good deal of shooting may be indulged in on the Crouch, on 
the Roach, in the Shelford Creek, in the Havengore Creek, and 
all round about Foulness Island. At times, if one chances to 
be on the spot when birds are driven up the river by rough 
weather, capital sport is to be enjoyed, and when one is tired of 
the fun there, one may cross the river Crouch either at Hull- 
bridge or at the ferry at Fambridge, and an eight mile drive 
will take the shooter to Maldon. It should be well understood 
that sport is to be had, but that the rivers require doing. Some- 
times no birds are to be seen for a mile or more, and then 
43uddenly one tumbles on to them ; and as the extent of ground 
is considerable, time should be spared in plenty, if justice is to 
be done to the spots, particularly as it will often occur that with 
a wrong wind very few birds are to be seen, whereas with a 
proper wind birds abound. There is capital snipe shooting near 
the shores of the river, but when inland, it is always more or 
less jealously preserved. I had some good sport near Fam- 
bridge, thus, by leave of a farmer, two or three years ago, and 
doubtless, if proper introductions could be had, such sport could 
readily be secured. It is, moreover, not at all infrequent at low 
tide to put up snipe on the saltings. All kinds of shore birds 
are to be seen. Curlews, whimbrels, shanks, and dotterel can be 
shot any day almost, but of course in hard weather always better 
sport is to be had. Taken all round, the River Crouch would 
not be a bad place at all to visit in winter time. 

Hunstanton (^N'orfolk). — Hunstanton is situated on the east 
shore of the Wash, and it is a very good spot for wildfowl and 
shore bird shooting. There is an hotel there called the Sand- 
ringham, which is said to afPord every accommodation to gentle- 
men visiting the coast on wildfowl shooting intent. In the 
season, wildfowl of every description and shore birds abound, 
and the snipe shooting, I hear, is good. It appears that the 
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proprietor of the Sandringham Hotel preserves a large tract of 
ground, over which visitors staying at his house may shoot free 
of charge, but with the understanding that all rabbits and 
woodcock killed go to the landlord. Sailing boats, punts, and 
puntsmen are attached to the hotel. From an advertisement in 
the Field, I gather that Mr. W. Nicholls is the manager, and 
doubtless he will give full details to anyone applying to him. 
I received a letter from him, in which he said: "In your 
notes of quarters for fowl shooting, I see you say nothing of 
the West Norfolk coast, and I therefore presume you have never 
paid it a visit. At the present time there are thousands of 
scaup (black) duck ofP and on the coast, and a fair sprinkling 
of mallard, scoter, widgeon, and pochard, and geese visit us 
occasionally, principally brent. There are some of the great 
northern divers ofp here at tbe present time, and I shot a 
beautiful specimen the other day. Shore birds are numerous, 
and our local punters here have been making some very fair 
bags. If you have time to spare, and inclination to come, I 
shall be honoured by receiving you as a guest, if you will allow 
me. I can find you punts, both double and single, and my men 
are trustworthy and well up to their work." 

Respecting Mr. W. Nicholls' advertisement, however, the 
following letter was sent to the editor of the Field : — 

" Sir, — After my personal protestations against the misleading 
character of that advertisement in your columns, more par- 
ticularly as regards woodcock, I am sorry to see that the 
advertisement has been again repeated in its original shape; 
and I feel compelled, therefore, to caution those who intend 
paying the Sandringham Hotel a visit as to that part of 
the advertisement which states that visitors to the hotel may 
shoot over a large tract of land, rabbits and woodcock to be 
given up to the proprietor. No further charge is made. The facts 
are these : The shooting is nine miles' drive from the hotel, or 
nearly three miles (not one mile, as stated in the manager's letter 
to me) from Bumham Station, five stations distant from Hun- 
stanton. No woodcock can be obtained there at this season of 
the year (January) : the land is a series of sandhills running along 
the seacoast with salt marshes between and around them — ^a very 
favourable locality, no doubt, for wildfowl and all those birds in 
hard weather ; but, as to woodcock, there is not, of course, the 
remotest chance of obtaining even one at any other time thaxv 
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when they first arrive. A charge is made, and justly, of 58. tC 
day for a man and ferrets. 

" On Jan. 1, a bright, sunny, but cold day, I landed from a 
boat and walked over these sand hills ; and, although I saw 
signs of rabbits, I saw no rabbits, and much doubt whether they 
are now very numerous, after all the shooting that has taken place. 

" I have no other object in writing this but to prevent a long 
journey, expense, and disappointment to others than myself. In 
other respects I found the hotel comfortable and the charges 
moderate ; but, at the same time, except from a boat at sea, in 
favourable weather, I cannot recommend Hunstanton as a wild- 
fowl station. Black ducks were in thousands a short distance 
from Hunstanton, and there are some good boatmen to be had, 
whose charges are fairly moderate, and who understand their 
work — ^notably Dab and Haines. My week's stay at Hunstanton 
was productive of a great northern diver, a red-throated diver, 
one black scoter, one couple of gull snipe, and two jack, and 
a dun crow. " Victim." 

To this the following replies were received : — 

" Sir, — ^Under this heading * Victim,' in your issue of last 
week, writes stating that the rabbit shooting, as advertised here, 
is nil. Now, how * Victim ' can presume to give an opinion I 
am at a loss to conceive, he never having devoted a day to 
rabbiting during his stay. 

" On the evening of his arrival I explained, in the course of 
conversation, that little could be done with the rabbits unless 
ferrets were used. He replied, * He did not care for rabbiting, 
and his object in coming was for the wildfowl and shore-bird 
shooting alone.' 

" Now the facts of the case are these : The first two days of 
his visit were spent on the marshes adjoining the hotel, and 
although, as he told me, he saw birds, he shot none, which 
puzzled me at the time, but which I afterwards found was liot to 
be wondered at, although, had he had an experienced man to 
have placed him, I hardly imagine his days would have been 
blank; but this expense he was unwilling to incur. On the 
third day, by my offering to share the expense, he engaged a 
boat to go down the coast as far as the ground in question, for 
the purpose of having a turn at the fowl, &c., on the way, and 
to walk the marshes when there. Babbiting was never men- 
tioned. On the way down he had some capital chances at 
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scoter, scaup duck, and divers, but failed to account for any, the 
boatman and myself frequently refraining from firing in order to 
give him an opportunity. Once, when we had crept carefully up 
to within about fifty yards of a diver, he presented and snapped, 
and then found he had forgotten to put in a cartridge. Arrived 
there we worked the marshes, or at least a portion of them, and 
although we saw some stint, redshank, curlew, and a widgeon, 
we did not get any, owing to the open weather. On returning 
to the boat we took a straight line, crossing a spur of the hills 
forming part of the warren. We did not loiter or beat for 
rabbits, neither had we any dog ; is it, therefore, to be wondered 
at that, although * "Victim* saw plenty of signs, he saw no 
rabbits ? On the strength of this walk he offers an opinion. On 
our way back we saw several lots of shore birds, divers, &c., but 
failed to procure any. The result of our day's shooting was a 
great northern diver shot by me, and a red-throated diver shot 
by the boatman, both of which were presented to " Victim," and 
are the birds mentioned by him as part product of his week's 
shooting. Woodcock are numerous when the flight is on, and 
are occasionally met with the whole year round ; and as they, 
with the rabbits, have to be given up, I have no alternative but 
to mention it in the advertisement. 

" I understand from the boatman Dab, who took * Victim ' 
on the water on Jan. 3, that he had plenty of shooting, but only 
killed one duck, and that sat for him. 

'' In one instance only this season has the rabbiting failed to 
give satisfaction, and it was then owing to the warrener being 
unable to accompany the shooting party. " W. Nicholls. 

" Sandringham Hotel, Hnnstanton-on-Sea, Jan. 17." 

" Sir, — I can vouch for the existence of plenty of rabbits on 
the warren advertised by the manager of the Sandringham 
Hotel. On a wet, cold day in Christmas week my bag contained 
eight. I should have got more, but the weather was so 
unpleasant and unfavourable that I did not care how soon we 
gave up ferreting. In favourable weather I have no doubt the 
duck and marsh shooting is really good. I saw quantities of 
birds, and got a few. Rabbits." 

" Sib, — ^I am surprised to see remarks made in a letter of 
your last issue, signed * Victim,' and as I have neither interest 
in the wildfowl shooting of the place, or the Sandringham, or 
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any of the hotels, I consider such a letter should not pass 
unanswered. 

** The woodcock shooting at Hunstanton and the neighbour- 
hood is abundant at times; but, as every sportsman knows, 
woodcock are here to-day and gone to-morrow. They cannot 
always be found. Some time since, one or two guns shot forty- 
nine in one day. 

" Yesterday I was skating at Holme, an adjacent village, and 
the wildfowl were abundant. 1 understand from the boatman 
that * Victim ' pulled at some birds with an empty gun. This 
may partially account for his non-success. 

"It is not much use attempting to shoot wildfowl on the 
coast with a 12-bore and a large ship's boat, especially when the 
gun is not loaded. " Chables W. Harding." 

" King's Lynn, Jan. 19." 

" Sir, — ^I have read with some surprise * Victim's ' letter in 
your last week's issue on wildfowl shooting at Hunstanton, in 
which he complains that the shooting would cause disappoint- 
ment to visitors, and is not worth a journey down. He says 
* his week's visit was only productive of a great northern diver, a 
red-throated diver, a black scoter, one couple of full snipe and 
two jack, and a dun crow.' It might be interesting to know what 
he did not shoot, or how many cartridges he used on that occasion. 

" I was staying at the Sandringham a few days previous to 
the 1st of January, and never had finer duck shooting than I 
had from a boat. There are certainly thousands of duck, and 
anyone who can shoot at all may be pretty certain of making a 
bag. I must say I think parties in search of sport might go 
farther and fare worse. " Lincolnshire." 

,"SiR, — Having read in the Field a letter written by *A 
Victim ' concerning the shooting at Hunstanton, I write 
to state what I have experienced at the same place. I have 
been staying here for the last three days, and have been out 
shooting daily. I have been only on the shore, as the weather 
has prevented my going out on the sea, which is, of course, the 
best method of obtaining duck, curlew, &c. I have seen 
quantities of shore birds, such as oyster-catchers, redshanks, &c. ; 
but in the extraordinarily rough weather we have had, it has 
been hard work to get near them, and still harder to shoot them. 
That there are birds to be shot, and plenty, is quite certain, 
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though of course you must not expect to make a bag without 
working for them. I have seen hundreds of duck of all sorts 
and kinds, and if you can get out on the water I know you will 
have plenty of shots. There are two other gentlemen staying 
in the hotel who have shot a lot of birds, and some very good 
specimens of black duck, curlew, whimbrel, &c. I have heard 
no complaint whatever from them, and I have certainly none to 
make myself. Of the comfort experienced at the hotel, I can 
only say ' Gome and try it,' and nothing can exceed the civility 
I have experienced from the courteous manager, Mr. NichoUs. 

Fair Plat." 
" Sib, — ^I cannot make out * Victim's ' having had no sport 
during his week's stay at the above hotel. I and a friend, 
during the last six days, have shot close on two hundred birds, 
consisting of mallard, teal, scoter, red pochard, scaup duck, 
curlew, whimbrel, oyster- catchers, knot, ring dotterel, sand- 
pipers, stint, gull, <&c. We have also been rabbit shooting. The 
rabbits were walked up ; we saw about ten, and got five. The 
ferrets lay up in the first holes they were put in, and worked 
altogether badly, otherwise I am convinced we should have had 
a capital day's sport. In fact, the sport here is so good that 
we intend to prolong our stay until next week. " R. W. E. 
*' Sandringham Hotel, Hunstanton, Jan. 19." 
Then the original " Victim " replied as follows : — 
" Sib, — The manager of the Sandringham Hotel attempts to 
justify his advertisement as to woodcocks because ' they are 
numerous when the flight is on, and are occasionally met with 
all the year rotmd.' I leave your readers to judge whether this 
is warranted or not at this time of year ; and perhaps he will 
inform us how many * occasional woodcocks ' have been shot on 
these Brancaster sandhills after the flights have gone inland. 
On the Skegness coast, where a peculiar species of thombush 
grows, they are occasionally found all the year round; but these 
thorn bushes do not exist on these sandhills, and I will under- 
take to say that during last or this month not one has been seen 
there. Nothing would be easier than to inform those visitors at 
the hotel who care to go so long a distance for a few rabbits, 
that if an occasional woodcock is shot it has to be given up to 
Mr. Bankle, of the Plough Inn, the owner and preserver of the 
shooting, instead of mentioning them in the advertisement, and 
making sportsmen believe that there is favourable ^;cq»\£Dl^ ^^"t^ 

B 
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them at this season of the year. None of the letters of yonr 
other correspondents notice the TTOodeock shooting on these 
sandhills. 

" As to the rabbits, the donbt I expressed was not that they 
were * nil,' bnt that they were 'very nnmerons ;' and this opinion 
was formed, as I have already stated, by walking on the warren 
for more than a mile, and not ' merely crossing a spur of it,' and 
seeing none ; and it would appear from the other letters in reply 
that my doubts are confirmed. Let the manager dispel all further 
doubt by giving us the results of the rabbits that have been shot 
there this season, and the rabbits shot from Christmas last. 

" As to * rabbits never being mentioned ' by me, is the request 
made the night previous to our visit to get the man in charge of 
the ferrets to meet us on landing wilfully forgotten P 

'* The insinuations contained in the well-concocted version of 
the day in the boat are unworthy of more notice than that they 
are inaccnrate, and in many respects untrue. Aa to the aea 
shooting, I expressly excepted it in my former letter, and I 
know from a letter received a few days back from a friend 
resident at Hunstanton, that it has been remarkably good of late. 

" As ' the victim ' who got taken in by this advertisement of a 
right of shooting, let me, for the last time, advise those who go 
to the Sandringham Hotel to apply first for further particulars 
to " BiCHABD H. W. Leach. 

" Royal Courts of Justice, Chancery Division." 

And Mr. Nicholls retorted thus : — 

" Sib,— In the Field of Jan. 29, Mr. Leach, alias " Victim," 
again writes respecting the shooting here. What it is he 
wishes to convey puzzles me ; it is a very empty epistle to ema- 
nate from such an address ; it appears rather to corroborate the 
statements I have made than otherwise. Li the first place there 
is a long preamble about woodcocks which resolves itself into 
this, that when one is shot it has to be given up. Precisely what 
I state in the advertisement. 

'* Any doubt as to there being rabbits exists only in Mr. 
Leach's imagination ; that the rabbiting is all I have represented 
it to be, I take to be proved by the letters which appeared in 
the Fidd of Jan. 22, written by gentlemen who have shot here, 
and I beg you will allow me to take this opportimity of thanking 
them very much for having kindly done so. They write from 
experience of that which Mr. Leach knows nothing at all about. 
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^' How can I have wilfnlly forgotten a request that was never 
made? 

" As to the day on the water, the ' well-concocted version/ as 
Mr. Leach calls it, is simply the trath, as the inclosed letter 
from Dabb will show. 

" I see Mr. Leach admits that the wildfowling is good. There 
are sportsmen and people who carry gons, and to one of these 
Mr. Leach mnst necessarily belong ; this fact, combined with 
the intricate and extensive knowledge of the locality, which he 
gives ns toimderstand he picked np during a few day's stay in 
open weather, fits him admirably no doubt to considerably 
enlighten anyone who may write to him as to what to expect 
from a visit to Hunstanton. 



Boatmen. 


Number 
of Gnns. 


Jan. 31. 


Feb. 1. 


Dnnn and pariy 

Haines „ 

Osborne „ 

Thomberg „ 

Jones „ 

Dabb „ 


3 
2 
1 
2 
2 
3 


42 

11 

3 
3 


21 
11 
5 
5 
3 
4 




73 


49 



*' It may be of interest to your readers to know the kind of 
sport we are having here, and the above is the result of the last 
two day's shooting— the total bag being 122 birds — consisting 
of pochard, scaup duck, scoter, divers, grebe, oyster-catchers, 
godwit, sea pheasant, &c. 

" Hunstanton-on-Sea, Feb. 2." " W. Nicholls. 

And appended was the following :— 

" Sis, — ^I took Mr. Leach and Mr. Nicholls on the water on 
Jan. 1. We went down the coast as far as Brancaster, Mr. 
Leach had several shots, but did not get anything ; once he tried 
to use his gun when empty. Mr. Nicholls shot a great northern 
diver, and I a red-throated diver, both of which were given to 
Mr. Leach. ''0. Dabb, Boatman, Hunstanton." 

I must now leave my readers to draw their own conclusions on 
the matter. 

D 2 
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Ipswich. — ^For information as to sport at Ipswich, the reader 
should refer to the details I gave respecting Harwich. There 
are no punts to be hired at Ipswich ; therefore one shonld be 
secured, if desired, from some of the fowlers who live on the 
shores of the Orwell, or from Doverconrt. The best accommo- 
dation there is at Ipswich is of conrse very good, and it is a pity 
some one does not provide wildfowl craft for the nse of yisitors. 
The only boats to be had are dinghies, with or without masts 
and sails, and these only answer tolerably well in the twilight of 
morning or eyening. Getting to birds with such a craft in broad 
daylight or over flats is most unreliable and imcertain work. Now 
and then it will happen that a bird or two who had been knocked 
about severely at sea will allow such a boat to get within range 
of them ; but that sort of thing is not to be depended upon — ^in 
fact, it is a mere fluke — if the craft are being rowed. But when 
the sails are up, curiously enough, one has far better chances of 
success; because I believe that the birds are deceived, and 
imagine that the low craft, which is in reality only within a 
hundred yards or so of them, is a ship or smack far away in the 
distance. The greatest silence should, of course be preserved ; 
the slightest rattle in the boat wiU put up birds which otherwise 
might have allowed a shot. All said and done, I should not 
recommend Ipswich as head-quarters for wildfowl shooters ; but 
as a place to put up at when doing the river Orwell, it is not at 
aU to be despised, since there is no intervening town of any size 
between it and Harwich, and if anyone puts up at any of the 
waterside inns, he is almost bound to be more or less imcomf ort- 
able, either in his feeding, drinks, or bed accommodation. 

Isle of Sheppey. — ^The Isle of Sheppey is situated on the 
south shore of the river Thames, and at its mouth. It is a smaU 
island, made up, properly speaking, of two or three smaller 
ones, and is about eight or nine miles in length by four in width. 
Formerly, Queenborough used to be much frequented by shooters, 
but now, trains, running more frequently to Queenborough and 
Sheemess, have rendered the west shore of the island pretty 
nearly useless for shooting purposes. Therefore the best station 
to stop at by intending visitors would be either Sittingboume or 
Faversham, to both of which places a creek runs, and therefore 
one might have the pimts brought up there handy for the shooters, 
who could thus drop readily into the Swale. The Swale is a 
creek which separates the Isle of Sheppey from the mainland. 
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In some places it is barely half -a-mile broad, in others it is more 
than a mile ; and its mud banks are large, and afford plenty of 
feeding ground to birds. In winter time, early in the morning, 
both widgeon and duck are to be found, particidarly below SheU- 
ness Point, in the east Swale. No yacht should be taken about 
there without a local man aboard acting as pilot. With this 
proviso, and good wildfowl guns, very good fun is to be had, not 
only round the island, but about the mouth of the river Thames, 
where I have often seen many fowl congregated for shelter. The 
way in which we used to carry on sport there was sailing down 
the river in a yacht, and carrying a pimt aboard, together with 
her gun, and several large-bore shoulder guns. In this way we 
were prepared for anything that might turn up. If we heard 
that birds were to be got in the Swale, we used to sail to Shell- 
ness Point, there drop anchor, and set out in the pimt to do the 
Swale and the south shore of the Isle of Sheppey. If, however, 
the birds were at sea off Whitstable or by the Nore, we used to 
rig the pimt gun over the bows of the yacht and sail to the 
bunches, with the imderstanding that the man who was to fire 
the swivel gun was to have the first pull, the remainder of the 
shooters keeping themselves carefully concealed in the cockpit 
until then, when they could jump up with the 4-bore g^uns and 
have a go themselves at the birds that were escaping; after 
which we took the cripple guns in hand, and settled all the lively 
birds. I have spent thus many very enjoyable days. Faversham 
has a very comfortable hotel, which I can recommend, and it is a 
most handy station for railway and the sport, although it should 
be borne in mind that, on accoimt of the windings of the creek, 
it takes a good hour's long puU to get from Faversham into the 
Swale. That is rather a drawback, as one has to get up so early 
in the morning if one wishes to be handy for twilight on the 
Swale. But this cannot be helped. Sittingboume labours imder 
the same defect. Queenborough is certainly the handiest, since 
the water comes to within a few yards of the village ; but, as I 
said before, there is little to be done now in its immediate neigh- 
bourhood. The harbour at Queenborough, however, is very safe, 
though 'generally crowded with smacks, but being very small, 
and its entrance being very narrow and shallow, one has to wait 
for the tide, and get a local man aboard to get any craft bigger 
than a dinghy out. I remember once losing a tide thus at the 
spot. We tried to get out by our own unaided eftotij^^^sv^^'^^ 
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succeeded in stranding the yacht on the flats. So the best plan, 
I believe, would be to keep the yacht in the river Medway and 
to go ashore either in a pnnt or the yacht's dinghy. Considered 
as a shooting station, the Isle of Sheppey is not at all bad ; but, 
as I pointed out, it requires careful working, proper craft, and 
powerful guns. Going with a 12-bore to shoot wildfowl round 
the Isle of Sheppey is a foolish undertaking, and could only 
result in disappointment. There are, of course, a few birds thus 
to be shot by tramping along the sea-wall and coming unawares 
on shore birds feeding; but as soon as the ebb sets in, the water 
recedes fast, the flats are left bare, and the feeding birds are 
then beyond the range of anything short of a 4-bore. 

Isle of TliaiLet. — ^Anyone who has been visiting PegweU 
Bay must have noticed that the marshes there extend inland for 
a considerable distance; and it appears that if the shooter is 
provided with proper credentials, he can pretty readily obtain 
leave to shoot over the said marshes. A friend of mine went 
down to pay a visit in that district last winter, and he tells me 
that he had very fair sport there. Of course, when one knows 
some of the local landowners, things doubtless can be managed 
smoothly ; but a complete stranger possibly might be set down 
as being rather bold if he simply applied for leave. However, 
be that as it may, I give the information for what it is worth ; 
and, anyway, I would recommend visitors on no account to 
neglect the saltings, which I have alluded to, when dealing with 
Sandwich. They extend for miles, and really, in hard weather, 
they afford very fair sport indeed. The Isle of Thanet comprises 
a vast extent of ground, the whole land between Heme Bay, 
Margate, Broadstairs, Bamsgate, Sandwich, &c., constituting 
it. Therefore, there would be plenty of ground to cover, even 
if there was not much game to shoot thereon. Personally, I 
would rather give the preference to Sandwich, it being far more 
lonely, and consequently more likely to be frequented by birds. 
After a few days' very hard frost, one of the best trips to be 
undertaken is that of going up the river Stour in a boat, when 
now and then excellent execution can be done on ducks and 
teal, which flock there for a feed. If no boat be secured, and a 
tramp along the shores of the river be undertaken, the shooter 
should be provided with a first-class retriever; otherwise the 
chances are that he will come home without a single bird. There- 
lore, iihe hint should be taken. On the whole, I should say that 
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a yisit paid to tlie Isle of Thanet nnder f avonrable circtunstances 
should give great gratification to the wildfowl shooter. 

Isle of Wight. — ^The Isle of Wight has very many excellent 
places suitable for wildfowl shooting. The most comfortable is 
nndonbtedlj Oowes. The harbonr is too well known to need 
any description, and the town itseK, being often made the head- 
quarters of yachting men, is luxuriously provided with every 
comfort which may be required. From Cowes no end of trips 
may be taken, and many birds are shot every season in the 
Solent and about Spithead. The Solent, however, is by far the 
best for sport, and of course one may sail there in mid-channel, 
or go up Southampton Water, or else by going in-shore, and 
launching the punts, any amount of shooting is to be had up the 
creeks in hard weather. The best punting, however, is along 
the Hampshire coast from Hurst Castle to Stone Point, and up 
the Southampton water, but this latter part I wUl deal with 
when treating of Southampton as head-quarters for wildfowl 
shooting. Generally speaking, Yarmouth (in the Isle of Wight) 
or Newtown is generally selected by shooters, on account of 
their being so handy for the immense Hampshire flats on the 
opposite shore. The only drawback to shooters is that at times 
there is an enormous traffic of steam and sailing vessels up and 
down the Solent. Therefore not nearly so many fowl are killed 
by sailing in the Channel, as by punting over the flats. Never- 
theless, tolerably good bags are made, and some men make it a 
rule to visit the Isle of Wight for that purpose every season. 
One of the best devices which have been, to my knowledge, 
resorted to there, consists in having a powerful steam launch, 
carrying a punt or two aboard, and steaming up or down the 
Solent untU within a mile or less of fowl, when the launch is 
brought to an anchor, the punts are launched, the guns are 
rigged on them, and the shooters start off in pursuit of the 
birds. That is a very comfortable way, and a very safe way of 
doing things for those who can afford it, as then one is totally 
independent of the wind, which very often baffles sailing yachts 
in their efforts to reach the birds before they are put up by 
some other vessel, which may be coming down upon them with 
a fair breeze. Moreover, with a steam launch, one may almost 
always be sure of getting back by a given time ; whereas with 
a sailing yacht «everything of the sort is very uncertain. On 
the east shore of the Isle of Wight good sport is to be had off 
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the foreland and in Brading Harbour, from all acconnts ; bnt I 
only paid a flying Tisit to the place some years ago, and cannot 
give any decisive information about the spot. Off the foreland, 
however, when sailing to and from Chichester Harbonr, I have 
often seen hundreds of fowl on the sea, and as there is bnt 
little professional shooting carried on there, yachtsmen have 
it all pretty well their own way; for, although the sport is 
decidedly interesting for amateurs, it would not pay prof essionab, 
success being very uncertain, and there is no sport in the world 
in which so much ammunition is wasted as when sailing to fowl 
on the open sea. The ** Diary " stated : Good puffin-shooting can 
be had off the Needles. There are also plenty of geese at low 
water on the sands stretching from Byde to Sea Yiew, but they 
are generally unapproachable. There are plenty of loons and 
grebes, and a few black ducks. The best way to shoot these 
latter is to row them down within shot in a four-oared boat. 

Keyliaven. — ^Keyhaven is a small village on the Solent, 
which has been rendered immortal by having been the head- 
quarters of Col. Hawker for wildfowl shooting. It is situated 
within a mile or so of Milf ord, and used to be, without exception, 
one of the very best stations on the south coast of England. 
But for the last few years it has been to some extent overdone, 
a large number of shooters patronising it regularly during the 
season. They were not all staying at Keyhaven itself by any 
means ; many came from Yarmouth, in the Isle of Wight, only an 
hour or so's sail, or from Newtown, eight miles off, or from 
Cowes, or Lymington in Hampshire, and even from Southampton, 
Portsmouth, and Hyde. I have several times seen a dozen 
yachts with punts off Keyhaven, and it stands to reason that 
such a large number of guns must in time spoil the very best 
place in the world. Last year, however, from all accounts, there 
were fewer visitors to the place, and eventually the spot will 
become as attractive as ever to the fowl. Punting is the chief 
sport resorted to there, the mud flats and their creeks affording 
good shooting. A good deal used to be done by working the 
creeks at low tide without the punt guns, but firing heavy 
shoulder guns as soon as one got within range of the flocks 
feeding unsuspectingly on the flats. " Mud-launching " to birds 
was also at one time much resorted to. This was done by having 
a gun rigged on a very small punt only just large enough to 
carry it, and the shooter pushed the craft ahead towards the 
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feeding birds, hiding carefnllj behind it all the time. Some of 
these pants were bnilt with a double handle astern, so as to be 
easily poshed and manoeavred on the ooze. In these pants the 
men could not get ; they had, therefore, to beat a retreat before 
the tide. Other pnnts were of the regular Hampshire pattern 
— flight enough to be pushed easily, yet big enough to carry a 
pnntsman, besides his g^, whenever he had to get her afloat. 
Others were simply in the form of a small canoe, on which a 
punt gun was rigged, and the usuiil style of working these con- 
sisted in the puntsman resting on one knee on the stem, and 
shoving the concern along with the other leg. By this means 
some of these craft used to be driven on the *' softs " at consider- 
able speed, considering the many difficulties which had to be 
contend.ed against. I need not add that the men were in the most 
dirty state from the mud after any such excursion, as they had 
to crawl on their hands and knees for a considerable distance 
when they got near the birds, and it used to be a favourite 
saying at Lymington, Keyhaven, and Milf ord, when wishing to 
express that a man was dirty in his personal appearance, to call 
him a " mud launcher." The style of the mud launches varied 
but slightly for Sussex and Hampshire, and they were worked in 
the same manner. There are some still to be seen at work about 
Lymington. Keyhaven should undoubtedly be visited by every 
lover of wildfowl shooting, but shoulder-gun sportsmen should 
avoid going out at night, if they do not wish to raise against 
them the wildf owling population, which is there and in the 
neighbourhood in pretty strong force. The men do not mind 
much day shooting, but they object, rightly enough, I think, to 
any meaningless night-popping that disturbs the harbour and 
drives away the birds. In short, the men look upon wildfowl 
shooting as a matter of business, of course. When you hear 
them fire, you may depend upon their having made a bag, and 
they never, at night, use any but punt g^uns for their main shots. 
Keyhaven is easily reached from Lymington by road, as it is but 
half -an-hour's drive from that town. Punts, boats, and men can 
be hired readily enough if liberal terms are offered, and a great 
deal more fun is to be had in that way, Le,, by making the 
natives profit by your visit, than by sailing to Keyhaven, unless 
one knows the spot thoroughly weU. Facing Keyhaven is Hurst 
Castle, between which and the shore gaggles of Brent geese are 
to [be seen almost throughout the winter. In thft ^W<(^5cft^ 
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edition of Col. Hawker's book, a very spirited engraving is 
given showing Harry Troth scnlling to geese near Hurst, with 
the Isle of Wight in the background. On the whole, I think 
that a week or a fortnight spent between Hurst, Keyhaven, and 
Lymington, ought to repay sportsmen for their trouble, as there 
is always sport of some sort to be had, and fowl and shore 
birds abound. 

Leigh. — ^Leigh is on the London, Tilbury, and Southend 
Boilway, and is the station before Southend. At low tide the 
flats extend for a great distance down the Thames, and occa- 
sionally some very fair sport is to be had in its immediate 
neighbourhood. Off Leigh, a mile and a half or so from the 
village, on the other side of the saltings, a strip of shingle and 
dry mud runs parallel to the shore, and off that shingle it is 
very usual to see, in winter time. Brent geese in more or less 
large numbers, besides ducks and widgeon. On the saltings 
themselves, I have seen, last year, at the beginning of the season, 
a flock of over two hundred ducks, and shore birds are always to 
be met with there, but they are almost unapproachable, except 
from a properly rigged-out punt. I have often been much 
amused by listening to the violent outbursts of indignation of 
several inexperienced sportsmen who had been giving the place 
a trial, and had come back without birds. To the query how 
this could possibly have occurred, they invariably replied, " It 
is a downright swindle. You cannot get near the birds. The 
birds are there, thousands of them, but you cannot get a shot 
at them." On due inquiry, it turned out that these worthy 
knights-of-the-trigger had simply hired a lumberly high-sided 
black dinghy, and, with plenty of provisions and their 12-bore 
guns, thought they were going to enjoy themselves and make 
a monstrous bag. Now, would a man go to bat at a cricket 
match with an ordinary walking stick p The thing is absurd, 
and is just on a par with the arrangements made by those 
would-be wildfowlers. With a punt, punt-gun, and proper 
appliances, sport can mostly be had, and the proof is that the 
Leigh professionals make a living out of it. But, unless one 
is properly equipped, it is perfect nonsense to expect sport. I 
have stated this over and over again ad nauseam. If people will 
not take advice, of course they must put up with the conse- 
quences. I defy anybody to Idll six birds in a long day's row 
about lioigh and Oanvey Island, if he sets about it in a dinghy and 
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with a 12-boie g^. Tliis is putting the matter as pLiin as it can 
be pnt. Of course, if men like to go in a boat, smoking, drinking, 
eating, and singing, they will doubtless enjoy themselves accord- 
ing to their lights, but, in all conscience, this can hardly be 
cidled wildfowl shooting. The best spots to visit from Leigh 
are the creeks, the river outside the mud banks, and round 
Canvey Island. Respecting the saltings around the latter, how- 
ever, there has been some unpleasantness with one of the farmers, 
but unless the farmer can prove that he or his landlord holds 
them in absolute property by a special grant from the Crown, 
he has no right to prevent anyone from shooting there, even if 
he pays a rent for grazing cattle thereon. Grazing rights do not 
include shooting rights which are owned per se by the public, and 
I, for one, should be very glad to see the matter settled one way 
or another. Meanwhile, it should be borne in mind that the 
aforesaid farmer has never proved his right, from a grant from 
the Grown, to prevent shooting on the saltings, and, personally, 
I should not hesitate for a moment, were I in the neighbourhood, 
to land on these saltings and shoot there. Indeed, I have done 
so, and when interviewed by the farmer (I was with two friends) 
we gave our names and addresses, and went on shooting as if 
nothing had occurred, and never heard any more about it. At 
the same time, do not let me be misunderstood, I have no wish 
to bring anybody into trouble, and if anyone is in doubt on the 
subject, let him abstain. Still there remains the fact that from 
time immemorial the public have shot on the saltings round 
Ganvey Island ; and as to preventing people from going round 
it in boats, the thing is simply absurd. Evidently, the best way 
to solve the difficulty would be to have a test case of two or 
three shooters, with half a dozen witnesses of standing and 
position, thoroughly tried. The accommodation at Leigh is not 
sumptuous, but fairly comfortable. The Ship Inn, kept by 
Eaton, is the best place to put up at ; and, as it is the favourite 
resort of the seafaring population, the landlord will have 
no difficulty in securing guides and boats. As regards punts 
those that are used by professionals are all single-handed 
and there is a man living at Leigh, named Plum, who has 
one and a yacht, and is always ready to let them out, and 
his services, to -intending sportsmen. In very hard weather 
some birds are to be picked up in the channel of the river 
itself by sailing to them, in which case, a stanfibicm. ^qssl 
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"^^^^^ on the yacht, or at least, 4-bore guns fired from the 
shoulder, only can be snccessfol, as the birds rise always at a 
goodish range, at which ordinary small-bore g^s are absolutely 
useless. 

LittiLeliampton. — ^According to my own views, the best way 
to do justice to Littlehampton is to walk along the river from 
Old Ford junction, instead of waiting for the train to take one 
to Littlehampton itself, for there is no doubt that more sport 
is to be had by the riverside than along the seashore proper. 
But it would be perfectly ridiculous for anyone to expect to bag 
teal and ducks there in open, mild weather. If a few oxbirds 
were killed, the shooter should be very weU satisfied at such 
times ; but when the snow has covered the land with its white 
mantle for a week or so, and a hard frost has bound the inland 
ponds, teal and ducks must, perforce, resort to running waters 
for a feed, and then is the time to make anything like a bag 
along the river shores. As regards the seashore proper at 
Littlehampton, it is of a sandy and muddy mixture, and some- 
times fair shots are to be had by careful stalking. The walk is 
pleasant enough, and there are no dangers to be encountered, as 
the shore is everywhere firm, and the shooter need experience 
no apprehension on that score. There are very few local 
shooters at or near Littlehampton who care to come out in open 
weather, but when a *' passage " is on, a small army of them 
invariably turn up, and things are made lively then for the birds. 

London. — ^There is nothing to be had in the way of sport 
for shore-birds nearer than Purfleet, Tilbury, Northfleet (which 
was mentioned in connection with Gravesend), and up the river, 
near Maidenhead, where some ducks and teal are now and then 
shot. There are snipe to be had in the Essex marshes, but these 
are strictly preserved. For any further places down the river, 
the reader should consult my descriptions of the Isle of Sheppey, 
the mouth of the Thames, the Medway, and the river Crouch. 

Lowestoft. — ^In winter time there is always some shooting 
to be had near Lowestoft, occasionally very hu^e flocks of fowl 
congregating off the Barnard Sands. Many shooters resort to 
sailing boats (yachts or fishing smacks), and sometimes good 
sport is had thus. There are also two or three favourable small 
punting estuaries within easy reach ; but, as they are already 
overdone with local shooters, very little sport could be expected 
there by a stranger. 
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lynn. — Lynn is situated on the Wash. I have never visited 
the place, bat I have had reliable information that a good deal 
of sport is to be had there dnring the season. 

lynton. — ^This North Devonshire village is not very well- 
known to shooters. The neighbonrhood is sandy, and the staple 
sport there is rabbit shooting, which conld be procured at a low 
rate from the lessees of the downs. I am not aware that there 
is any other shooting to be had, and it wonld be as well to apply 
for some local information as regards the rabbit shootimg, sach 
things being very changeable, and frequently passing into 
private hands. The best way to get to Lynton is by steamer 
from Bristol, about three hours' sail. The nearest railway 
station is fourteen miles off. 

KaidexilLead. — In severe weather the Thames anglers who 
frequent the neighbourhood of Maidenhead generally make it a 
rule to carry a gun in their boats, as, from past experience, they 
know that when the wind comes from a favourable quarter — i.e., 
north or east — they are almost certain to have shots at ducks and 
teal. Not later than last winter I heard from an acquaintance 
that he had thus one day shot a couple of ducks, which made a 
pleasant diversity in his bag. Therefore it would be as well to be 
provided for such emergencies. I am not aware that fowl are to 
be met with there at the beginning of the season, but I should not 
be at all surprised if such was the case. In winter time, however , 
the thing is almost a dead certainty. 

Maldon (Essex.)— -I have already mentioned Maldon in con- 
nection with Heybridge Basin, Goldhanger , and the river Black- 
water generally. The river, of late years, has not been quite so 
much frequented by fowl as it used to be ; but last year and the 
year before, dunbirds took a fancy to it, and in one day I had a 
dozen shots at as many different bunches of those birds. Maldon 
is within easy access of town ; to reach it one has to change at 
Witham, and the hotel 'busses meet the trains regularly ; or by 
sending word to Mrs. Hickford, of the Blue Boar Hotel, she 
will send a fly or trap to meet intending visitors. Her hotel is 
comfortable, and it is situated within a quarter of a mile or so 
of the shore. Handley, of the boat yard, lets out a yacht and 
her dinghy, for shooting and fishing purposes, and the craft is 
capitally handled by young Handley and a chum of his. Both 
are young fellows, very enthusiastic in the pursuit of sport , and 
they know the river well. There is also a punt and boat builder 
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named Howard, who, doubtless, by appointment, would have 
pnnts in readiness for shooters. Several professional pnntsmen 
live at Maldon, bnt all their punts are single-handed, therefore 
of no nse to a visitor nnless he can paddle or scnll, and knows 
how to work a pnnt gun. Besides which, several of the men will 
not let ont their punts and gnns at all. Therefore, if visitors 
can bring their own punts with them, it wiU be ail the better for 
their sport. Very large punt guns are not required on the 
Blackwater river proper, as, generallj speaking, the fowl are by 
five, six, or seven, and therefore a punt g^ which can drive hard 
half a pound of shot is all that is needed. There should not be 
much dependence placed on what some of the local men may say 
with respect to the fowl to be met with on the estuary. On the 
very day that I had a dozen shots as mentioned above, several of 
the men had declared that not a fowl was to be seen anywhere. 
In consequence thereof, I had left my punt gun ashore, and gone 
out with only a 4-bore and a cripple gun, with the result that I 
killed but one dunbird, wounded three or four more, and killed 
forty or fifty shore birds. Had I had a punt gun I ought to 
have killed, at the very least, thirty dunbirds. Sometimes 
the fowl come right up the river, within a mile of the 
town. In my last trip my first shot was at two ducks close 
to the old decoy between Northex Island and the shore, and 
all down the river the bunches were dispersed here and 
there, and a rare lot of shore birds were about. Altogether, 
to do justice to Maldon, one should wait for a strong east 
wind, and stop there for a week, being provided with a good 
punt, punt gun, 4-bore and cripple guns, and if a yacht is pro- 
curable all the better. In that case provisions in plenty should 
be aboard, and at night any creek, or the river, will do for an 
anchorage. Widgeon do not come now to feed on the saltings 
so much as they used to do. Consequently, very little is to be 
done in that line on the Blackwater river, but by moonlight any 
amount of shore birds, including herons, are to be seen and shot 
along the creeks, as they feed on the saltings, and fly along the 
shore or across the river. If the yacht be fitted with a swivel 
gun on her bows, when the sea is a little bit rough, excellent 
sport is to be had sometimes at the mouth of the river between 
Sales Point, Mersea Island, and down the coast by Tillingham. 
I have on various occasions seen thousands of fowl there ; and 
friends of mine, who have last winter gone for a trip of that sort. 
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tell me that they have done wonderfully well bo far, concddering 
the mildness of the weather. There is plenty of shelter to be had 
near the month of the river should a storm arise, either at Brad- 
well Quay or in the Shingle Greek, without mentioning Mersea 
or Brightlingsea, which is about eight miles from Sales Point. 
Anyone visiting the river would do well to consult what I have 
already written respecting Heybridge Basin, Qoldhanger, and 
Brightlingsea. 

Immediately after the above details had been published, 
the Editor of the Field received the following letter with 
respect to my hints about visiting the shores of Essex and the 
rivers in boats: "Seeing in the Essex newspapers" (which 
copied it from the Field) 'Hhat 'Wildfowler' recommends a 
boat to be used by shooters to travel up Sea Beach, Bochester 
Biver, over the sands into the rivers Boach and Crouch, along 
the Main to Tillingham, and up the Blackwater, I beg to say 
that I have an excellent boat that will accommodate a party of 
four or six. She is a safe boat, of good beam, and was built for 
me six years ago. The shooters could stay on board, as there is 
plenty of sleeping room. She is hatched over for making open 
for the summer season, and the shooters may fire from the fore- 
castle hatch, so that there is no standing on the top for the 
birds to see you. I should feel obliged if you will hand this 
letter to ' Wildf owler,' to whom I should be pleased to show my 
boat at any time he might be in the neighbourhood of Maldon. 
and accompany him for a trip, if he would allow me, as I keep 
the boat expressly for shooting. — ^Ambbosb Sabgbnt, Marine 
Cottage, Mill-road, Maldon, Essex." This address may come in 
useful to shooters who intend patronising the Blackwater. 
Should I go there myself, I shall certainly inspect the above- 
mentioned boat. 

Mersea Island. — ^Mersea Island is, without doubt, one of 
the best stations for wildfowl shooting on the east coast. It is 
an island some five or six miles iif length, by three in width, 
and there are two villages thereon, named respectively East and 
West Mersea, which are both good places to put up at. The 
best is West Mersea, and the White Hart Inn is comfortable. 
There are two brothers living there, who make wildfowl shooting 
and sea fishing their profession, and, from all accounts, they are 
good, reliable men. All sorts of shooting are to be had there. 
Q«ese, widgeon, ducks, teal, dnnbiids, in vary cold weaU&AT 



48 Pvblic Shooting Quarters. 

swans, besides shore birds, are to be seen, and, in suitable 
weather, a very good bag is always to be made ; but one mnst 
be prepared to rongh it when sailing abont the sea off the 
estuary. Behind the island — ^in Mersea Channel and Pyefleet 
Channel— early in the morning, birds can always be picked np, 
and the flighting on the sea walls, morning and evening, is not 
to be sneezed at. The best way to reach Mersea Island is by 
road from Colchester, or by sea from Brightlingsea. The water- 
side at Brightlingsea ip only three or four miles from East 
Mersea, and six miles from West Mersea : and, as there might 
be some shooting while sailing there, the trip is not to be 
despised. By road. West Mersea is about eleven or twelve 
miles from Colchester, so there are no insuperable difficulties in 
reaching the place, which will be found very lonely and primitive, 
entirely surrounded by mud flats, within easy sail of the Dengie 
flats, and at the mouths of two rivers, viz., the Colne and the 
Blackwater. So, if shooters do not succeed in suiting themselves 
there, they must, indeed, be very hard to please. 

Mevagissey (Cornwall). — ^From various accounts which 
have appeared in the Mdd at sundry times it appears that there 
is occasionally fairish sport to be had round about Mevagissey, 
principally at snipe, sea birds, and a few fowl ; and some of the 
landowners do not seem to be particular as to snipe shooters 
trespassing on the lands which adjoin the shore. 

Kiddlesboroiigli. — ^This is the best town on the estuary of 
the Tees to make a start from when a trip is intended on that 
river. The sport on the Tees, however, has greatly fallen off of 
late years, as I shall duly point out when dealing with Bedcar 
and Saltbum-on-Sea. Still, at times fowl will come there or 
thereabouts, and those shooters who live in the neighbourhood 
and wish to try the sport will find that they can get at Middles- 
borough any Idnd of craft that they may require. 

ICilford. — ^Milford, in Hampshire, being situated within a 
mile of Keyhaven, everything appertaining to the one spot will 
be obtainable at the other; therefore I need not enter into 
further details about Milford's capabilities of sport. It is to be 
reached from Lyming^n in about half an hour's drive, and the 
inn is fairly comfortable. 

Minster. — The " Diary " says that good accommodation is 
to be had there, and that some snipe and wild shooting could 
be obtained in the neighbourhood. I have never been there, 
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and I have never, otherwise, heard of the place, abont which 
it would be very desirable to have more ample details. 

Morecambe Bay. — ^This is an excellent spot for the wild- 
fowl shooter. There are nnmerons stations belonging to sundry 
railways on or immediately adjoining the bay, such as More- 
cambe itself, Camforth, Arkholme, Ulverstone, Piel Pier, and 
Barrow. The best is nndoubtedly Morecambe, which can be 
easily reached from Lancaster. At times the birds— of all kinds 
and species — ^which are to be seen in Morecambe Bay, should be 
reckoned by hundreds of thousands, the estnary being very 
large, some fifteen miles broad by fifteen long, and its ground 
being eminently suited to the requirements of seaf owl and wild- 
fowl. This being so, it is not surprising that the local men 
should resort, as they do, to snaring birds on the flats, and the 
way in which it is mostly done is by steel traps. These are 
placed in shallow pools, so as to be just covered by an inch or so 
of water, in order that the birds may step into them unsuspect- 
ingly and be caught. Personally I look upon that sort of thing 
with disgust. Why should anyone be allowed to catch, by such 
means, sometimes a lot of birds, whilst a man in the open pur- 
suit of sport can often bag but a few P It is not fair to the 
holders of licences to allow anyone to thus encroach freely upon 
the privileges which a licence is supposed to confer on its holder. 
However, it is done, I regret to say, and, practically speaking, 
I should warn intending shooters at Morecambe Bay to be carefol 
where they step if tliey intend proceeding, as I have seen some 
do, viz., tramping barefooted, or with only thin sandshoes on, in 
summer time, over the sands ; for, if, whilst about in that State 
they should step into a trap, as has happened more than once, 
the consequences might be very unpleasant, not to say disastrous. 
In winter time it does not so much matter, for when one has thick 
boots on, the traps produce but little impression on them ; and these 
traps are, therefore, then bodily harmless, however unpleasant 
their sight might be to shooters. Another point to which sports- 
men's attention should be drawn is, that the flats are not every- 
where safe ; therefore they should at first engage a local man 
as guide, if they mean tramping, and if they mean punting they 
Tn/uat engage a local shooter the whole time, as the channel is 
very intricate, and altogether bothering. As regards the shooting 
itself, with proper management it is, at times, simply unrivalled ; 
but the advice of certain shooters who opine that a l^-boit^ ^gos^ 
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is more sportsmanlike, even for small birds, had better be dis- 
carded in toto. It sonnds very well, donbtless, to say that it is 
highly creditable to knock over a fast-going dunlin with an 
ordinary small-bore ^\nXi bnt the thing is, the said dnnlin will 
not give yon a chance. These birds seem to gauge accurately 
the range of an ordinary gun : and I make bold to say that if a 
shooter went out only armed with such a weapon, even if he had 
millions of birds about him, the chances would be a hundred to 
one that he would not kill a single bird during the whole day. 
I know perfectly well what it is, having experienced the affair 
myself. These are not birds that you can go close to, as a very 
general rule, and therefore, practically, 'short-range guns are 
absolutely useless. Now, that is my experience, and I would 
accordingly strongly impress wildfowl shooters to resort to the 
most powerful guns they can handle when indulging in their 
pursuit, for, since even such small birds as dunlins are not to be 
obtained with game guns, it stands to reason that the larger 
waders and fowl proper would still be harder to get. Therefore, 
big guns are a sine qua non, all opinions [to the contrary not- 
withstanding. I have been twitted, personally, with shooting 
redshanks with a 4-bore. The chaff rather amused me, but as, 
all considered, I could not get my redshanks otherwise, I do not 
think I was quite such a simpleton as my critic would have 
made me appear. I am a practical man, and I leave senti- 
mentalism and theories at home when I go shooting. In short, 
I mean "killing then, and I take care that kill I shall. I dare 
say it would be far more delightful for some people to go with a 
small gun, fire a hundred shots, and not get a bird, and only 
have the satisfaction of knowing that they have tried to do an 
impossibility; but, personally, I dislike impossibilities. I provide 
myself with weapons and ammunition that wiU kill, and, knowing 
that much, I am perfectly satisfied. Others may do as they 
please, of course ; but that is the way I look at it, and I would 
certainly no more think of visiting Morecambe Bay with a 12-bore 
gun thui I would think of flying. Verb, sa/p. At the time I 
was writing this, the bay was swarming with birds ; and, when- 
ever a hard frost continues, I should strongly advise shooters to 
give this place a triaL Some bog shooting can also be had a 
little way inland, up the Peat Mosses, where ducks, teal, snipe, 
plovers, &c„ are to be found. 
Morte.— Morte is some little distance from Bfraeombe, and 
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in the adjoimng sand hills some rabhit shooting used to be had 
at extremely moderate charges. 

MndifbrcL — ^Mndif ord, in Hampshire, is within an easy walk 
of Christchnrch, to which rons the South-Western Railway. 
There are occasionally a few birds turning np off Mndif ord ; bat 
in yery hard weather Ghristchnrch Bay will be fonnd very 
superior to it. There are some yachts and boats to be hired at 
Mndif ord, and sometimes yeiy fair shore shooting is to be 
obtamed when the birds are flighting oyer the strip of shingle 
which faces the shore. That strip extends for some distance, 
as far as the clifb, and in stormy weather it is not a bad post 
wherefrom to clip the birds on their way to and from the bay. 
There is yery little traffic at Mndif ord, and the place is within 
two hours' walk along the sands from Bournemouth. Yery little 
sport is to be obtained on the said sands, except at rare intervals, 
or during the spring and autumn passages of birds. The staple 
sport of the Bournemouth visitors consists in now and then 
taking a sail, in fine weather, off the pier, and shootiog divers, 
seagulls, and so on. But, I repeat it, nothing much is oyer done 
there. 

New Brighton. — iN'ew Brighton is situated at the mouth of 
the riyer Mersey, near Liyerpool. It is easily reached by the 
riyer steamers, which constantly ply between Liverpool and 
New Brighton, and which will hmd tiie visitor at the pier. In 
summer time New Brighton, being the bathing place of the 
Liverpudliaiis and Birkenhead people, is much too crowded for 
birds to be readily obtained; but in Noyember, December, 
January, and February shore birds frequent the place in fair 
numbers, and in the river and off the coast a good many fowl 
now and then turn up. Their shooting is almost exclusively 
pursued by means of saUing boats, which can be readily hired, 
either at New Brighton, Liyerpool, or Birkenhead. These are 
mostly half -decked boats, or small yachts, over the bows of 
which swiyel guns are rigged, or large-bored guns are fired from 
the shoulder. Most of the gonmakers' shops in Liverpool let 
out big guns on hire, and these are, more or less, tmstworthy ; 
but, on the whole, I should advise, whenever possible, to provide 
one's own guns and ammunition. Still, doubtless, in a large 
town like Liyerpool, at a pinch, and with proper care, suitable 
weapons could be secured. A fayourite excursion for yacht 
shooters consists in sailing from the Mersey to the riyec D^r^., 

B 2 



52 Public Shooting Quarters, 

whicli is bnt some ten miles off dne south, and where far better 
sport can be obtahied in the estnary. There are some pro- 
fessionals living in the Tillages on the shores of the river Dee, 
and these men are very 'cnte, clever, and enterprising fowlers, 
who, blindfolded, can lead the amatenr to fowl, if anj are to be 
had. As regards shooting on the sands about New Brighton, 
small shore birds and cnrlews are the staple sport, except in 
very stormy and cold weather, when not infrequently fowl pass 
overhead on their way between the Dee and the Mersey, or 
between the two rivers and the sea. Some years ago the lessee 
of the rabbit warrens near New Brighton used to let out the 
shooting of his bunnies by the day. I have never shot there, so 
cannot say what the sport is like, neither do I know whether the 
said lessee is still willing to allow shooting in his warren ; but 
this, doubtless, could readily enough be ascertained by intending 
visitors. 

Respecting this spot, a correspondent wrote : ''With regard 
to New Brighton (noticed by * "Wildf owler ' in the Field), anyone 
going there would be disappointed. In August, 1879, a party 
of three of us walked on the shore from that town to Hoylake, 
on the Dee. We only fired once in the six or seven miles, 
getting a couple of ring dotterels. 

''As 'Wildf owler' says, the Dee is much better than the 
Mersey ; but it is a difficult place to get at from Liverpool, as 
you have to cross the Mersey by the ferry boat to Birkenhead, 
take the tramcar to the docks station, and proceed by rail to 
Koylake. At Hoylake there are plenty of small waders to be 
got in August, but very little else. There is a punt or two in 
tiie place, owned, I believe by Liverpool gentlemen. The 
estuaries of the Bibble and Wye are, however, much better for 
birds than the Dee, and Morecambe Bay is perhaps still better. 

" I agree with * Wildf owler ' that the evil of over-shooting a 
place in the end becomes its own cure, and for one I am much 
pleased with his interestiog and practical sketches, which I hope 
to see reissued in book form. " D. HiasoN." 

It will be noticed that, concerning New Brighon, I had said : 
"In summer time, this beiog the bathing-place of the Liver- 
pudlians and Birkenhead people, it is then too much crowded for 
birds to be readily obtained." It was not at all surprising, 
therefore, that my correspondent and his friends met with no 
sport there in August. 
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ITew Forest. — Opinions vaiy very considerably as to the 
quantity of game which is to be found in the New Forest, bat 
the most general opinion is that there is little to be done there. 
The neighbonrhood of Sonthampton Water and the Solent, how- 
ever, bring a fair lot of fowl to the pon<is in the forest, so thai 
occa sionally the shooters there make pretty good bags of wild- 
fowl. 

The following detuls as to how to obtain the right of shooting 
in the New Forest have been sent me by a gentleman who sports 
there, and therefore they will be found substantially correct, 
although the rules in some unimportant details are not quite the 
same this season as formerly, and may be altered for the neti. 

When an application is made for leave to shoot in the New 
Forest, such application should be addressed to James K. 
Howard, Esq., Office of Woods, &c., London, S.W., who, if he 
thinks fit to entertain it, returns a printed form, in which he 
states that he is " prepared (with the approval of the Commis- 
sioners of Her Majesty's Treasury) to grant the applicant the 
license to fowl and fish on such parts of the New Forest as are 
hereinafter specified, subject to the following conditions, viz : — 

" 1. The licence, as regards fowling, will have effect on and 
from the 1st October up to and including the 1st February of 
the following year, and no longer. As regards fishing, the 
license will have effect from the 1st October up to the 30th day 
of September of the following year. 

*' 2. The license to extend to the parts of the New Forest the 
soil and freehold whereof are the property of the Crown, except 
the following portions, viz. : — (a) New Park, and the other 
woods, plantations, and lands, which are the absolute property 
of the Crown, free from any rights of common. (&) Any inelo- 
sure for the time being made pursuant to the provisions or under 
the authority of the Acts 9 & 10 Will. 3, c. 36 ; 48 Geo. 3, 
c. 72 , and 14 & 15 Yict. c. 76 ; or any of such Acts, or of any 
Commission issued thereunder. 

''3. The licence will not authorise the taking, killing, or 
destroying of any red or fallow deer, red grouse, black game 
hens (or grey hens), or hen pheasants. 

" 4. The consideration to be paid to the Crown for the licence 
to be the sum of 201, The licensee (on making such increased 
payment as after-mentioned) to have the option of taking a 
licence to include the right of being accompanied V(^ ^ ^x\ss&^. 
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who shall have the same right to fowl and fish as the licensee, 
subject to the following conditions : — (a) In such case the pay- 
ment for the license to be 30Z. instead of 20Z. (6) The friend of 
the licensee not to be a resident within twenty miles of any part 
of the New Forest, but to be hand fide sleeping in the same 
house as the licensee, and to be accompanied by him. 

" 5. Each licensee, whether he is accompanied by a friend or 
not, shall be attended by one beater only, and not more than two 
dogs, when exercising the priyileges granted by the licence ; and 
in the event of two or more licensees forming one party, they 
shall not be attended by more than three dogs, such dogs to be 
6ona fide well-bred setters, pointers, spaniels, or retrievers. 

" 6. No licensee shall exercise the privilege of fowling on more 
than four days in any one week, or before 9 o'clock a.m., or 
after sunset, or shall sell or make a profit by game or rabbits. 

*' 7. Any breach of the above conditions by a licensee, or by a 
friend by whom he may be accompanied, to operate as an abso- 
lute forfeiture of the licence, unless the Commissioner of Woods 
in charge of the New Forest shall think fit to widve such for- 
feiture. In the event of any forfeiture of a licence taking 
place, no part of consideration paid for the same is to be returned 
to the licensee. 

"8. It is to be distinctly understood by the licensees that this 
licence will absolutely expire on the 1st February as regards 
shooting, and the 30th September as regards fishing, and that 
no right of, or claim to, a renewal is to be considered as given or 
implied. If any licensee desires to obtain a licence for a subse- 
quent season, each application will, when made, be dealt with on 
ita own merits. *nd as the Commissioner of Woods may in bis 
discretion think proper. 

*' In case you desire to take a licence subject to the above con- 
ditions, I have to request that you will, within fourteen days 
from the date of this letter, forward to Mr. William Reed, 
Queen's House, Lyndhurst, the sum of 20L (or the sum of 302. 
if you desire to have the privilege of taking a friend when 
exercising the rights to be granted by the licence), with a letter 
stating that you desire to obtain a licence. Your request will 
thereupon be forwarded to me, and your name will [be included 
in the licence to be prepared for the ensuing season. 

" In case you do not apply for a licence as above mentioned 
within fourteen days from the date of this letter, or if your 
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application is not accompanied by the payment of the snm of 
201, (or 30Z. if in the case aboye mentioned), it will be assnmed 
that you do not wish to obtain a licence. 

[Signed] "James K. Howabd." 

Having observed the directions given in the above paper, the 
applicant will then receive a farther communication from the 
Office of Woods, worded as follows : — 

"I have been informed by Mr. , the First Assistant 

Deputy Surveyor of the New Forest, that you have paid the 
sum of lOZ., for the privilege of being accompanied by a friend 
when exercising the right of fowling and fishing in the New 

Forest during the season of , under the authority of the 

licence of the , and I therefore hereby authorise you to be 

accompanied by a friend when exercising the privileges con- 
ferred by such licence during the current season, subject to 
the conditions expressed in the said licence, and to all intents 
and purposes as if your name had been included in the second 
schedule referred to in the said licence." 

When all applications for licences have been considered and 
settled the licence is issued in printed form, in which the names 
of all the licensees, and their addresses, together with the sums 
(i.e. 201, or 30Z.) which they have paid, figure under the titles of 
1st and 2nd schedules. In the 3rd schedule the Yerderers' 
names and addresses are published. 

These are full details respecting the rules to be observed for 
shooting in the New Forest. 

B'ewliaven. — ^Newhaven is a well-known small seaport on 
the south coast. Steamers ply regularly between it and Dieppe, 
in France. There is very little sport to be had off the coast 
there, except in very hard weather, when a few birds can be 
picked up. On the shore there are a few sandpipers here and 
there, but nothing much to speak of. On the whole, the best 
plan for anyone stopping at Newhaven will be to hire a fishing 
boat, and combine sea fishing with shooting, if anything should 
turn up to shoot. If seafowl, however, are required, the best 
plan would be to go to Beachy Head, about ten miles distance, 
where fairish sport is obtainable. 

ITorthfleet. — ^Northfleet is the station inmiediately before 
that of Gravesend, in Kent. Northfleet itself is a little vilh^e 
perched up on a smaU hiU and straggling along the roadside. 
On leaving the station, the shooter should bear to the Isf^^ ^^&ssb. 
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he will perceive a large extent of flat lands stretching from the 
bottom of the hiU right to the shore of the river Thames. 
These flat lands are saltings, and constitute the Northfleet 
Marshes. Formerly these marshes nsed to be a great place of 
resort for shore birds of aU species. I have not been there for 
some years, however, so cannot speak authoritatiyely as to its 
actual sporting capabilities. All I can say is that, from the 
train on the other side of the river, when going shooting in Essex, 
I have often seen, across the Thames, men with guns tramping 
over the Northfleet marshes ; and from this I conclude that, in 
spite of the lime works and increased traffic, birds are still to 
be picked up there. In the midst of the marsh, where the cattle 
troughs used to be placed, the ground having been trampled 
under foot by oxen and sheep, was beaten bare of grass, and 
was always very soft and muddy. At these spots, by moonlight, 
years ago, one could fire scores of shots as the ringed plovers and 
dunlins would come to feed there, some coming back even after 
their having been fired at. Curlews frequently also patronised 
the marsh, and the soft mud which surrounds it, and which fills 
its creeks. In two of the larger creeks sedge beds abounded, 
and with a good spaniel one had now and then a very good day's 
fun in hunting the pipers about. Once or twice a month the marsh 
is overflowed by the tide, and it is as well to ascertain before- 
hand when this is likely to occur, otherwise it is decidedly awk- 
ward to have to remain for an hour or two perched upon the top 
of a sheep hurdle (as has occurred to me in various places) until 
the tide, by receding, will allow you to tread on terra forma 
onee more. Broadly speaking, I would always advise going to 
the marsh with a boat. One can anchor the craft in a creek, 
land and enjoy himself, if any enjoyment is to be had, and one 
may have aboard a change of clothes, provisions, extra ammuni- 
tion, waterproofs, &c., aU of which things are very handy in their 
turn. Then, in the dusk of the evening, by sailing quietly along 
the muddy shores, one may pick up a good many of the birds 
feeding, and in the twilight of the evening they do not seem to 
care much whether a craft is coming upon them or not, until it 
is close enough to them for all practical purposes. At the same 
time the advent of curlews and other big shore birds was not 
always to be depended upon, but if sportsmen were content with 
the smaller species of waders they could always kill a few, and 
sometimes many, at Northfleet. 
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ITorwich. — Norwich is situated in tlie midst of sundry 
Broads, over which, sometimes, leave can be obtained to shoot. 
Immense sport used to be had on those Norfolk broads, the 
nnmber and variety of birds being exceedingly entertaining; 
coots, moorhens, ducks, widgeon, teal, and shore birds sometimes 
teeming on the waters and in the rashes which bordered and 
intersected them. Shooting on the larger broads is nsuaUy 
carried on ^th a number of boats, each carrying an oarsman 
and a shooter, and all advancing in a line across the water, so as 
to pat np every bird. Other gans are placed on the shore, so 
as to clip as many as possible of the birds who attempt to leave 
the broad, and, generally, the affair is exceedingly entertaining 
and exciting, particularly as there is, as a rale, an element of 
danger in such a day's sport. It is not always the case that one 
of the shooters is shot, bat sometimes two or three of them have 
very narrow escapes daring the coarse of the day. Some people, 
therefrom, might think that if the owner went in a boat and 
got rowed about alone, he would enjoy himself thoroughly well. 
And so he would, to some extent, but by far the largest number 
of the birds would not give him a chance to score : what with 
their hiding among the reeds, or diving back, or breaking ahead 
out of shot, his opportunities would be fewer than one would 
imagine. Hence the wholesale wildfowl battues which are 
yearly carried out. From Norwich, the Wrexham, Panxworth, 
and Banworth Broads, which are to the north-east of the town, 
are reachable. It would be as well for intending visitors to 
enter into communication with one of the Norwich hotel pro- 
prietors, who might let him know what chances he could have of 
sport of this sort. 

Orford Haven. — Orford Haven is a narrow strip of sea 
water which separates the shore of Suffolk proper from what is 
called Orford Beach. Properly speaking, the haven is simply 
the mouth of the river Ore, which is itself but a continuation of 
the river Aide. Why the name should have been altered from 
Aide to Ore, considering that it is the same stream, is one of 
those things which no ''fellah" can understand. Howbeit, 
the estuary is between a quarter and a third of a mile broad, and, 
half-way between the mouth of the haven and Orf ordness there 
is a small island called Havergate, the shores of which shooters 
are very fond of patronising. It is a small island, about a mile 
and] three-quarters long, by, in the middle, a quarter of «. xoSkfik 
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wide, and at each end about half a mile. Shore birds occasion- 
ally teem about the riyer Ore, and, as its course runs for some 
ten miles, good fun is to be had there. Uudoubtedly the best 
way to do justice to the river is to go by tram to Aldborongh, 
which is close to the river, and from hence to either walk along 
the shore with a good retriever, or to sail or row down the river 
in a boat. The flighting is, at times, very good from Orford 
Beach, and generaUy there is sport of some kind or another to 
be had, the whole shore being exceedingly lonely and quiet. 
Sometimes the flocks lie off Orf ordness, facing the two light- 
houses, in which case the best way is to sail down to the fowl 
from Aldborongh in a stout fishing smack, well able to stand 
her own, and with a good local crew aboard. There is a good 
deal of traffic in steamers and sailing vessels off the coast, but 
they do not disturb the fowl much, as they rarely pass nearer 
than three or four miles from Orford Haven. Altogether, what 
with the river Aide, the river Ore, and the HoUesley Bay, when 
the wind is right and the fowl have appeared, very fair sport 
indeed is to be had there. 

Padstow.^-It appears that this little town, which lies on the 
north coast of Cornwall, is one of the best stations for wildfowl 
shooting. The birds, however, are said to be uncommonly wild 
there, hence the shooters have to use extra caution when trying 
to over-reach them. The "Diary" said that there were, in 
winter time, myriads of wildfowl on the spot ; also that snipe 
were plentiful on the moors round about, and that some tolerable 
cock-shooting could be obtained. From all this, I infer that 
a visit to Padstow should satisfy fairly even a glutton at 
shooting. 

Peakirk. — ^This is a station on the Great Northern Railway, 
and within two miles of it is the famous Crowland Marsh, to 
which I have already alluded (see page 11) as a good spot for 
snipe-shooting. The accommodation at Peakirk being decent, 
shooters who intend visiting Crowland Marsh would do well to 
make it their headquarters, since a ten minutes' drive will land 
them on their happy shooting ground. 

Pegwell Bay. — ^I shalL deal with the sport to be obtamed at 
Pegwell Bay when treating of Sandwich. The accommodation 
is good, and the sport, at times excellent. Moreover, on some 
parts of the coast, leave to shoot on land is pretty readily to be 
obtained. 
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Peterborough. — ^Peterborough is one of the ehief stations 
on the Great Northern Railway, and it is within easy reach of the 
Crowland Marsh, which was mentioned in connection with Pea- 
kirk and Crowland. There are some first-rate hotels at Peter- 
borough. 

Pevensey. — ^There is a large marsh round about this little 
town, and the shooting there is said to be fair. 

Plymouth. — ^In Plymouth Sound and at sea, within a mile 
of the Eddystone, some sailing to fowl is indulged in by fisher- 
men and visitors to the town, and, from all accounts, sometimes 
a good many shots are to be had ; but the sport requires exceed- 
ingly good men on board the craft, as the coast is dangerous ; 
and, generally speaking, the staple sport at Plymouth consists 
more in sea fishing than in wildfowl shooting, although it will 
occasionally happen that very many fowl are to be seen — ^when a 
gale is blowing from the east or north-east — seeking the shelter 
of the coast. Divers, and sea birds particularly, abound, but 
the fishermen rarely trouble about them, except when a rare 
specimen turns up, when the bird has to keep his eyes particu- 
larly well skinned if he wishes to avoid being spotted. The men 
are daring and skilful sailors, and first rate hands at sailing 
to fowl. I may add that very few of them ever go to sea with- 
out some sort of a gun aboard, and wherewith to keep it Igoing 
when needed. 

Poole (Dorsetshire). — ^Poole Harbour has, from time im- 
memorial, been one of the head-quarters for wildfowl shooting. 
The train lands the visitor within five minutes' walk of the 
harbour, where any amount of punts, smacks, men, and guns 
may be hired for more or less extended trips. The Poole punts- 
men are per se professionals to the full extent of the term, most 
of them doing nothing but punting throughout the season. The 
harbour is not nearly so good as it once was — ^not on account of 
amateurs spoiling it, but on account of so many men taking to 
punting as a professional means of existence. Morning, evening, 
and all day and all night, when the weather is propitious, 
guns can be heard on all sides, far and near, and the vast 
majority of those guns are handled by professionab. Punting, 
canoeing, flighting, sailing to fowl and decoying to ponds, may 
be indulged in, there, to one's heart's content. A word of caution 
as regards punting is, however, necessary. The flats in the 
harbour are so extensive— the harbour itself mea&uxY^% tv^ws^:^ 
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ten miles square — and the latches which intersect the flats and 
saltings are so nnmerons and so intricate that it wonld be sheer 
folly on the part of a stranger to go on a panting expedition 
alone. I have never done so, and wonld not advise anyone to 
try it ; for, should a fog or even a slight mist arise, one is sore 
to get completely lost, and one will have to spend his night 
where he is, when he might have been comfortable at home. 
One of the most favourite plans for amateurs to do Poole 
Harbour justice consists in hiring a good-sized smack, with a 
practised crew of two or three men, one of whom at least, should 
be a professional, and have his punt and punt gun aboard. If 
the punt gun cannot be easily worked over the bows of the 
smack, heavy shoulder guns should be resorted to when sailing 
to fowl, the whole available hands hiding behind the bulwarks, 
until the helmsman has brought the smack, shaking in the wind, 
right up to the birds, when a broadside is fired into them, after 
which the small-bore guns have full play in settling the cripples. 
Night and morning one should land on the sandbanks, whenever 
possible, at flighting time, when, if the wind is blowing strongly 
from the shore, the birds wiU be coming hardly topping the sea, 
and barely rising enough to clear the banks, and, of course, 
first rate shooting ensues. In mild weather the birds " sky,** 
more or less high, in direct ratio with the absence of wind. For 
punting, a first-class man should be secured, and if the fowl are 
abundant he should be retributed accordingly. However, readers 
may be sure that the men themselves wiU take care of all that, 
for if they can hope to kiQ thirty shillings or two pounds worth 
of fowl in one night, they are not likely to take out a stranger 
for a sovereign. If the men know you, however, there will be 
no difficulty on that score. If they know that you can fire a 
punt gun effectively, very few indeed will refuse taking you, if 
you offer them a liberal fee and aU the birds you kill, or agree 
beforehand to give a stiQ more liberal fee, for good, bad, or 
indifferent sport, and keeping the spoils yourself. Canoeing is 
also very much resorted to at Poole Harbour, and, with a good 
large-bore shoulder gun and a cripple gun, any amount of sport 
can be had, in winter time, among the latches. The usual plan 
is to have a man to scull one up the creeks, and to fire at the 
birds as they are feeding on the saltings, totally unaware of your 
approach. The punt-gun men, however, do not at all like this 
sort of sport, as they allege that so many small shots disturb the 
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fowl, and they cannot get near the flocks, which is tme to some 
extent ; bnt there is no denying that a heavy shot from a punt gnn 
will do more to disturb a harbour than twenty small shots fired 
in one night on snch a vast extent of ground. There are some 
inland ponds or pools in the neighbonrhood of Poole, where 
capital decoying can be carried on if the weather is very hard. 
The plan is to make an ambush on the shore, break the ice in 
the middle of the pond, and there set np a few wooden decoys. 
Wooden decoys should always be used in such a case, because, 
although they may get broken by the shot they are readily mended, 
whereas indiarubber ones would, indubitably, be torn to shreds 
and destroyed. If, however, indiarubber decoys are alone at 
hand, they should be set on the ice by the side of water, and 
not on the water itself. Thus placed, they will decoy quite as 
readily as if afloat, and the shot, of course, will not strike them. 
MoreoYcr, any dead birdd you may have should be at once set 
ap in the same manner, with their heads under their wings, as 
though asleep. Sometimes, however, it is desirable to make 
them appear as though awake, in which case this is what I used 
to do. I had flat pieces of thin iron about 7in. in length, which 
I used to push down their necks, and then bend in the form of 
an S oyer the birdsl backs in as natural a manner as possible. 
This is a good plan for decoying fowl, when artificial decoys 
fail. Outside tho harbour, in Swanage Bay, round by the Dur- 
lestone Head and St. Alban's Head, any quantity of shooting 
can be had in the cold season, not only at fowl, but at sea birds. 
Taken aU. in all, therefore, when fowl have turned up, there are 
very few places that can beat Poole Harbour and its neighbour- 
hood for sport. 

Portsmoatli. — ^Portsmouth itseU is not much of a place for 
wildfowl shooting, although in the harbour, and especially on 
the west shore, birds can now and then be picked up, generally 
when snow is on the ground during a hard frost, and when the 
weather is rough at sea. But no large bag is to be depended 
upon, although several men have, on various occasions, to my 
knowledge, done very well there, but that was under exceptional 
circumstances. There is too much traffic in and about the 
harbour, and too many guns, not only on the sea waUs, but on 
aU sorts of craft in the harbour, for the birds to be te;mpted to 
remain there when they have come to it. But, as a station from 
whence to make excursions round the Isle of Wight, up the 
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Solent, or the Sonthampton Water, it is a capital place, as tlie 
accommodation is very superior, and the anchorage is, of conrse, 
excellent. From whicheyer waj the wind blows trips may be 
undertaken, and within a short distance, if there are any fowl, 
sport may be expected. Chichester harbour is but eight miles 
off, and the Southampton Water and the Solent are about the 
same distance, so that, go whichever way one likes, one has not 
much distance to cover before reaching shooting grounds. 

Fnrfleet. — ^Purfleet is a station on the London, Tilbuiy, and 
Southend Railway. It consists of a few houses of not much 
importance ; but there is a very good hotel facing the river, and, 
as this hotel is extensively patronised during the summer season 
by yacht owners and their friends, one may depend upon getting 
there every comfort ; but, as regards sport, Purfleet is decided^ 
meagre. There are a few small shore birds about the shores 
of the river ; but they are almost unapproachable, as the mud is 
very bare, so that the only way of overreaching them consists in 
sailing or rowing about the river, and, when birds are marked 
down, not to go right up to them, but to quietly land behind a 
bend of the shore, mark the spot where the birds are, and stalk 
them under the shelter of the sea-wall. There are occasionally 
a few larger birds up the river. Indeed, not a winter passes by 
but some ducks, teal, curlews, and so on, are shot there, 
generally by bargemen on their way up and down the river, or 
by watermen whilst plying their calling. But it would not 
be worth the while of anybody to make any stay there on the 
off chance of some such large birds turning up. At the same 
time, as a role during the winter season, there are several 
amateurs who do stop at the hotel, and make it a practice to 
knock about the river in boats with gons. At the back of the 
hotel, and on its right, are some barracks or powder magazines, 
or something of the sort, adjoining which there is a small piece 
of sedgy marsh, where I have myself put up snipe ; but no firing 
is allowed there on account of the vicinity of the powder depot. 
There, years ago, people used to walk along the shore as far as 
Bainham Creek ; but now, I believe, this is forbidden by the 
adjoining landlords, whether legally or not I am unable to tell ; 
but, on the other side of the river, no one interferes if the 
shooters confine themselves strictly to the sea wall and to the 
mud. I have been sometimes with friends, and stopped at 
Purfleet Hotel for a day's sport, and it was not bad fun to 
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charter a boat and two watermen, and witli onr Inncli and drinks 
to sail np and down the riyer, landing occasionallj when a shot 
tnmed np. The onting was altogether pleasurable enough, 
especially when a good dinner afterwards made ns feel 
comfortable ; bnt, tmth to teU, we never made anything like a 
bag, and it was simply for the fon of the thing that we went 
there. 

Qaeenborongli.— Qneenborongh is situated in the Isle of 
Sheppey, and I have treated of it when dealing with that island. 
There does not, therefore, remain for me to say much in connection 
therewith. It is not of much use visiting Queenborough without 
a yacht and a punt, as the shores, not only of the Isle of Sheppey, 
but also those of the Isle of Grain, and up the river Medway, 
are covered with shooters as soon as the weather is suitable, and 
birds are to be had. In fact, those shores are a sight worth seeing 
during a hard frost. I have often seen, between Sheemess and 
Bishop's Marsh, in the Medway, a hundred men with guns and 
dogs of aU known species, or boys to act as retrievers, and the 
shooting was a caution. Everything that flew by, crows, 
starlings, fieldfares, larks, gulls, and shore birds, came in indis- 
criminately for their share of pepper, besides which, generaQy 
one or two shooters or their attendants went home limping, 
or with their heads bandaged up, and the fighting and the 
swearing on the sea walls were really prodigious, and things 
to be seen and heard to be believed in. Consequently, a 
stranger to the locality would have but few chances of enjoy- 
ing himself there. The workmen of Bochester, Ohatham, and 
Sheemess consider the Medway their own, and there is hardly 
standing room for anyone else but themselves. But, if the 
visitor has a yacht and a punt, he can sail out to the Nore, or go 
round the Isle of Sheppey in a punt, and, if he knows how to 
manage things, it is likely enough that he will have some reward 
for his trouble. In very cold weather an immense amount of 
curlews patronise the softs which line the Kentish shore from 
the Isle of Grain up to Hope Point. When such was the case, 
I and my chums used to hire a barge from the river Medway, 
and, as this craft drew but little water, she was able to hug the 
shore pretty closely ; and the birds being used to seeing btffges 
up and down the river at all hours of the day and night, did not 
mind her a bit, so that we used to have most lovdy sport by 
sailing along that shore. We used to rig a punt gun over the 
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quarter, and the fun was at times nproarions. The bargemen 
themselves joined ns with the utmost spirit, and they invariably 
declared that this was the best bit of f nn they had ever been in, 
and I should advise intending shooters to resort to the same 
dodge. They will enjoy it I will warrant, but, of course it is of 
no use going unless the weather is very hard ; so that the birds 
be literally driven to the soft mud, as soon as the tide recedes, 
for a feed. Besides curlews, there are thousands upon thou- 
sands of shore birds in more or less large flocks, and there are 
three or four saltings where one may land, and these saltings 
are a sure find for redshanks and oxbirds. Sometimes such 
barges may be hired at Queenborough itself, failing which any 
number may be obtained from Rocheste r. Com barges or hay 
barges are the best, as they are clean ; avoid like poison those 
that have been carrying oils, coals, or acids. As regards the 
men, it is usual to provide their food and their beer, besides 
their pay^which, by the way, amounts to about a sovereign per 
diem. On very cold winter days the river swarms with fowl, 
besides shore birds ; and it is not unusual on such days to see 
twenty or thirty sailing or rowing boats in pursuit of the bird ; 
in fact, one would be surprised at the amount of sport which is 
to be had there at such times. It is not a bad plan to sail from 
Queenborough up to Gravesend, there put up for the night, and 
go back again the next day, and so on for the whole time one has 
to spare, or as long as the hard weather lasts. 

Bainham (Essex). — Near Bainham is a creek which for- 
merly afforded fair sport to shore shooters, and within the last 
ten years ducks and teal have been shot there ; but now some 
manure and chemical works, &c., have been erected on its banks, 
and the sport is pretty nigh nil. Two miles off is the Dagen- 
ham Lake, on and around which shooting is to be had at the rate 
of half-a-crown per diem. For fuller particulars the reader 
should refer to Dagenham, with whose capabilities I dealt 
folly (see page 11). I dare say every winter there are fowl 
on the lake, but it is rather a speculation to go to the 
place on purpose for them, as some other shooter might have 
been there previously and put them up already, so that the 
journey would have been wasted, so to speak, unless the shooter 
hid in an ambush and watched for stray flighters. In short, 
the water is too small to allow fair sport there as regards 
fowl. 
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Samsgate. — ^Ramsgate is so macli frequented by bathers in 
summer time that, barring a few ozbirds and an odd cnrlew or 
two, there is absolutely nothing to be done ; but in winter time 
there is a very extensive stretch of saltings, extending up to 
Shellness Point and beyond, and on those saltings plenty of 
large birds are to be seen. They are, however, very hard to be 
got at, hence the only guns which the local men use are large- 
bored ones, carrying two or three ounces of shot, and occasionally 
some very good bags are made. The place is extremely lonely, 
and various dodges are resorted to, such as hiding in a creek or 
behind a point on the saltings, with two or three sheep hurdles 
covered with weeds as a blind. The tide has to be carefully 
watched, as it flows very rapidly over the saltings, and might 
cut off the shooter's retreat. Now and then flocks of fowl are 
to be seen in the Gull Stream and off the Groodwin Sands, and 
several craft are yearly put into commission for the winter wild- 
fowl shooting. Some of the men are very clever hands at sailing 
down fowl, and, as they know the neighbourhood perfectly well, 
their services should always be secured. On the north side of 
Bamsgate very little is to be done in the way of shore shooting, 
and, taken on the whole, no attention need be paid to that part, 
as it is only now and again that birds are shot there, whereas on 
the saltings to the south of the town the birds will come daily, 
and can always be seen if they cannot be shot. 

Redcar. — ^I went shooting at Bedcar and the Tees mouth 
some seasons back, and, having had some sport there, I should 
have now commended the place to sportsmen, but, fortunately, a 
correspondent in whom I can place the utmost confldence, and 
who resides on the spot, perceiving that I was dealing with 
every available spot for wildfowl shooting, very kindly sent me 
the following letter, which places quite a new complexion on the 
state of affairs, from a sporting point of view, at Bedcar and 
its neighbourhood: "I see that you are writing a series of 
articles in the Field on wildfowl shooting quarters, and, as you 
wish for recent information on the various stations you write of , 
I thought I might as well send you a few words on the Tees mouth. 
In one of your previous three works on * Shooting Trips,' you 
speak very highly of the shooting at the Tees and Bedcar, and 
I have no doubt you had good sport there — ^that must be three 
or four years ago— but the Tees is getting worse and worse every 
season, I am sorry to say, and is scarcely now worth going to. 
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Yarious things are the canse of this ; the number of shooters has 
vastly increased, and, of course, that is one great cause of the 
decrease of sport. I have seen as many as fifty men on the 
Tees sands at once, and others in boats and on the banks ; bnt 
another serious matter for wildfowl shooters is the building of a 
l)reakwater on the north side of the river (this is since you were 
in the North). It runs from Port Clarence, down the river side, 
over the best feeding grounds, and is now just about crossing 
Seaton Snook, thus spoiling the feeding places of the birds, and 
adding the last straw to the camel's back. That in itself is 
plenty to spoil the Tees for shooting; bnt some of the iron- 
masters at Tod Point find it necessary to tip the slag from their 
furnaces over the sands; and, what with the presence of the 
men on the heaps, the engines and bogies running, and the redhot 
slag coming down the sides, it is enough to make any peaceably 
inclined bird depart in disgust. Then there is some talk of jetties 
and wharves being built over the Tees sands on the Redcar side 
of the river, and the last time I was up I saw men preparing to 
build a powder wharf at the breakwater. Altogether, I may 
safely say that Tees' Mouth is now mined for wildf owlers ; and 
although, if a fellow is on the spot and watches his opportunity, 
he may occasionally make a bag, yet it would be worth no one's 
while coming down on purpose. He would only be disgusted 
and disappointed, wasting both his time and money. All through 
September and part of October I was at the Tees constantly, 
and where, at other times, I could have got a score of birds, I 
returned with perhaps a stint or redshank, or not even that. The 
fishermen at Redcar say, ' It is not worth the licence.' The Tees 
really is scarcely ever free ; go at whatever time you please, you 
may invariably see two or three ironworkers or miners with their 
guns, and the consequence is that the birds get no rest and are 
completely driven off. Punting is as bad, or worse, if possible. 
From the above you wiQ see that the Tees cannot be spoken of 
as highly now as when you were up. The fact is, the birds 
won't stay, as they have not a chance or a moment's rest, but 
ceaseless pop, pop, popping all day. A year ago I saw thousands 
on thousands of ducks come up during a storm ; they rested for 
a few hours on the river, but were off again next morning. Of 
course the decoy is utterly ruined now ; if that had been free a 
few birds might have remained on the river, but there are six 
blast furnaces within a few yards of the pond, and not a duck is 
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seen now where they used to be in hundreds and thousands. If 
yon would like to have any farther information about Bedcar, I 
shall be happy to oblige you, but now you may sum up the Tees 
in one word, nil. F.S. Since writing the above, I have had a 
visit from a gentleman residing at Seaton, on the north side of 
the river, and he tells me there has been literally nothing to shoot 
this season. There are so many men about with guns, that it is 
hardly safe. The local professional punter at Seaton, my friend 
teUs me, has not done anything at all this season." This being so, 
I thought it best to give my correspondent's letter in its entirety, 
so that from it my readers may judge the^true state of the case 
now at Redcar. Meanwhile, I thuik my correspondent most 
heartily for his timely information. The ** Zetland," by the 
way, is a good hoteL 

Bonmey- — ^I had been told that the Bonmey Marsh, which 
adjoins the WallingI and Dunge Marshes, was much frequented 
by snipe ; but I had never visited it myself. A correspondent, 
however, gave me the following details : — 

** Bomney Marsh is much too large to give any useful inf or. 
mation respecting shooting there. The Kentish portion com- 
prises about twenty parishes, with an average of about 47,000 
acres, and the Sussex part about 4000. I shoot over a great part of 
the latter, but it is strictly preserved. At times there are several 
snipe and members of the duck tribe, but during the last hard 
frost we had literaUy nothing. Several woodcock are shot 

during their passage. It was at B , in Bomney Marsh, 

where the late Major 0. and Mr. O. shot 100 couple of snipe in 
one day, and I have had, by permission of the tenants, several 
good days myself there. I do not like to mention names and 
places, knowing how difficult it is for strangers to get shooting. 
There is a pack of harriers at Bomney, and three or four coursing 
clubs, who naturally object to trespassers. Just now Bye Bay 
is full of fowl of all sorts (this was written in December), and 
I do not think I ever saw so many black geese, but they are 
getting very poor, varying from 31b. to 81b. in weight. For 
certain, a good day might be had outside in the Bay, by anyone 
who was up to the work, but, as I shaU state, when writing 
about Bye, one would have to engage one of the Southerden 
family at Broomhill. I shall be most happy to assist you or 
anyone coming to the neighbourhood, as far as lies in my power, 
but snipe shooting is risky work. There may be aeionK^^i^-^ac^^ 
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and not one to-morrow. Rye, Appledore. and Ham-street, on 
the loop line from Hastings to Askf ord, are the nearest stations, 
and the best accommodation is at either the G^rge or Cinque 
Ports hotels at Bye." 

Bye. — ^Rye is sitnated on the south coast, in Sussex. In the 
Tillage itself some of the houses are built in a very exiiraordinaiy 
manner, which simply defies Proyidence, right on the top of 
perpendicular rocks. From these houses a perfect view of the 
marsh is obtainable, right up to the harbour. The marsh 
consists of a somewhat largeish extent of rough g^und, inter- 
sected by sundry ponds, to which ducks and teal frequently 
resort in winter- time. I have shot both there myself, but one 
of the best standpoints for the shooter will be found to be near 
the piles by the creeks, the birds being very fond of flighting 
oyer the little wooden bridge, from the harbour into the marsh. 
That is on the west side of the harbour. On the east side the 
shore is sandy, and bordered with downs, in which, doubtless, 
rabbits are to be found, but they are, of course, preserved. On 
cne marsh proper, when snow is on the ground, there would 
be a goodish bit of shooting to be had, if the soldiers from the 
forts and the saQor men would not proceed so systematically, 
and be always at it. The best way would be to let them ramble 
where they like, and for the shooter to secure, early in the 
morning and evening, a good standpoint, from which he would 
not move, as, of course, such a spot once secured is sacred to the 
holder for the time being. To get to the marsh one has to be 
ferried over from Bye side across the creek, and then walk along 
either shore by the sea wall. But, on the east side, it appears 
that the adjoining landowners wish to prevent strangers from 
tramping there. Whether they are, or not, legally entitled to 
do so, I do not know, but on the west shore no such restrictions 
are attempted to be imposed on shooters, and, therefore, one 
can walk along the river, on or under the sea wall, until one 
reaches Bye harbour proper. There is a small public-house 
there, and the people are willing, when they are able, to make 
shooters comfortable ; but fresh provisions are at times rather 
scarce there. Verb, sap. From that public-house to the harbour 
is but an insignificant distance, and on the whole of the journey 
from Bye one, of course, may shoot. It would be well to have a 
good retriever, for the river is very deep and wide, and the mud 
very soft ; so that without a good dog one loses all his spoils. In 
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former times the local sportsmen used to hire one of the ferry- 
man's boats, and go ont to sea after the fowl, bnt afterwards the 
said ferryman, whose name was Cook, got rather shy of going on 
snch trips, as he was canght once with a party in Bye Bay when 
a strong gale began blowing, and they were as near as conld be 
driven out into ilie Channel ; in fact, it was only by the utmost 
exertions that they managed to fetch the harbour. Still, I dare 
say some boatmen might be tempted for a golden consideration to 
try the bay again, if occasion needed, failing which some of the 
saHors in harbour would be glad to be engaged for such an excur- 
sion. In short, at times, a good deal of sport is to be had in Bye 
marsh, harbour, and bay, as weU as along the east shore, where 
shore birds at times abound, and the flighting of the fowl to the 
Dunge and WaUing marshes used to be very fair. Of course, 
if information could be arranged for to be sent to shooters when 
it would be worth their while running down, it would be all the 
better. 

Immediately upon the publication of these notes, the following 
remarks were sent me by a correspondent who lives near Bye : 
" With reference to Bye as one of your public shooting quarters, 
I can, I think, give you more recent experience, as I have shot over 
the marsh for the past twenty years. Both east and west of the 
river (which, by the way, is something more than a creek, being 
navigable for barges for more than fifteen miles up) is now strictly 
preserved ; no objection would be made to shooters who do not 
ramble off the wall, and only shoot over that part of the flats 
covered by the tide at high water. The sandbanks on the east side 
are likewise preserved by the tenant, Mr. Longley. I do not think 
any complaint can now be made of the ' soldiers and sailor men,' 
who shoot very little, if at all. Cook, the ferryman, has left for 
four years. I fancy Mr. Hatfleld could say something about 
him, as he had charge of his pant and guns, &c., at one time. 
The best free shooting now is in the bay, where good bags are 
often made; but one must look out for bad weather. With 
reference to the flighting in the Denge and Walland marshes, 
that is pretty well looked after by the Southerden family, to 
whom I should recommend anyone to apply before trying to 
shoot. It is no joke being lost in the marsh. I could name 
several places in the neighbourhood, such as the Midripes, 
Bromhill Fleets, Broadwater, &c., but shooting can only be 
obtained there by permission of the owners. It i&^ Vkssv^^^^^ 
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generally freely given to respectable parties. Anyone can, of 
conrse, shoot along the Main, bnt the present tenant of Mr. 
Shadwell's place, the Hall, Fairlight, preserves all the beach (of 
which there are miles) on the west side above high-water mark. 
The old ballast hole on the west side of the harbonr is a very 
favourite place in hard weather for flighting, and many are the 
birds I have killed there. Mr. Watson is still the tenant of the 
little public at Bye harbonr. He has boats, and would, I am 
sure, do the best he could for his customers. I must con- 
clude by thanking you for your instructive letters anent wild 
fowling." 

Saltbnm. — Saltbum-by-the-Sea is situated on the Yorkshire 
coast, within about ten miles of the Tees mouth. The sands at 
Saltbnm are firm, and afford a goodish bit of shore bird shooting 
during the autumn and spring " passages." As for fowl — ^which, 
at one time, used to congregate in the Tees mouth — ^the improve- 
ments in the harbour have totally driven them away, as witness 
the letter I published from a correspondent when dealing with 
the sport to be had at Bedcar. Therefore, barring shore birds, 
large and small, and, may be, a few fowl out at sea, the sport is 
not at all what it used to be. At the same time, those who like 
to ramble on the sea shore and pick up a few birds, will find 
Saltbnm, so far, fairly entertaining in due season. 

Sandwich. — Sandwich, being situated only five or six miles, 
as the crow flies, from Bamsgate, the sport is very similar to 
that to be obtained at the last town. Indeed, the Sandwich flats 
in Pegwell Bay are but a continuation of the Bamsgate saltings. 
Xow and then there is very fair flighting at the mouth of the 
river Stour, and the shore shooting on the sands and saltings 
is not at all bad. The whole place is very quiet indeed, and in 
suitable weather it would not be a bad place to visit by any 
means. The shore from off Sandwich and Deal is sandy, and 
some rare birds are picked up there every season. Sailing down 
to fowl in the downs is often resorted to, and the craft are gene- 
rally got from Bamsgate. 

Scarboroogli. — ^When treating of Filey — ^which is in the 
immediate neighbourhood of Scarborough — ^I dealt with the 
sporting capabilities of that part of the coast. Shooting is 
not the staple sport there, but sea fishing being very much in- 
dulged in, at sea, off Scarborough, the hookers, professionab and 
amateurs — ^but especially the latter — generally carry heavy 
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shonlder gans in their boats. Piuit guns are almost unknown 
at Scarborough. The sport on the north shore is not particu- 
larly tempting, as only a few shore birds are to be seen. At sea 
few fowl are shot, but seafowl and divers sometimes are clipped 
in tolerable numbers. On the whole, however, Scarborough is 
not what I should recommend as a shooting station. 

Seaford. — ^The " Diary " stated that snipe, &c. could be shot 
there, but that care was to be taken not to kill the rabbits, as 
they were closely preserved. I went once there, and my 
experience of the spot was that a few shore birds could be 
bagged by walking along the shingle between the shore proper 
and the oyster beds : but I could see no favourable ground for 
snipe, and I did not see a single rabbit. Possibly, however, I 
did not go in the right direction for them. My impression was 
that the place was a miserable hole, and I stated as much in the 
first of my three works on " Shooting and Fishing Trips." 

Seaham. — Sometimes, in vdnter time, fowl are to be had at 
sea off Seaham ; but these cases are few and far between, so that 
only the local men, or the sailors in harbour, reap any benefit 
therefrom. In summer time there is, now and then, artillery 
practice from the cliffs, the men firing at a floating target 
anchored at sea ; and, naturally, when this practice goes on, the 
birds give a wide berth to Seaham and its neighbourhood. In 
winter time little of that sort of thing goes on, so that the place 
is much quieter ; hence, with patience and perseverance, and a 
good boat and a right wind, it is possible now and again to make 
a nice little bag. The shore for a large extent is sandy, and 
a lot of pools are left thereon at low tide. These pools are fre- 
quented by shore birds, and at most times a few can be picked 
up in that manner. Near the Point there is a belt of rocks, 
interspersed with mud and sand. When a passage of birds is 
taking place, a very good dodge consists in hiding in some suit- 
able spot in the rocks, and from hence peppering the birds as 
they fly to and fro. The shooter, however, must keep an eye on 
the tide, which might cut off his retreat, though not with great 
danger ; still, a bath is to be avoided when not required. When 
the wind blows roughly from the east or 'nor-east, if there are 
at all birds about, a good deal of shooting can be had, as the 
fowl hug the shore pretty closely and keep continually on the wing. 
At high tide, hiding in the cliff — which is not there very high — 
affords very good practice. There are two or three men from. 
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Seahom who yisit the shore every day, more or less, and some of 
them have very rare birds which they have shot there. It 
should be well nnderstood that in summer time, except when a 
passage is on, the birds are generally in couples or small 
bunches, so that single shots are mostly to be had ; but in hard 
winter time they congregate in immense flocks, and then good 
rakes are to be had amongst their serried ranks. A good dog is 
indispensable on that shore, because the sands rise rather 
abruptly : so that if a man should attempt to wade after a bird, 
the chances are that he will get into a hole, and a breaker might 
turn him head over heels therein, which occurred to myself once. 
Moreover, the tide drifts along the shore very rapidly ; so that, 
unless the birds are retrieved almost directly they hit the water, 
the chances are ten to one that they drift out to sea and be 
lost. 

Selsea Bill. — Selsea Bill is situated on the Sussex coast 
between Chichester Harbour and Pagham Harbour, both of 
which are favourite feeding places for fowl, and in daytime very 
large flocks may sometimes be seen at sea. The staple sport at 
Selsea Bill consists, therefore, in sailing to fowl in the offing, 
and sailing to Pagham or to Chichester Harbours, and doing 
night punting there. Selsea Bill itself is not a safe station to 
anchor at, and it is far better to go for the night into Chichester 
Harbour, which is but six or seven miles off, and where one is 
perfectly secure. At Selsea Bill itself, the best way is to rig one 
of the punt guns over the bows of the boat, as, generally 
speaking, the fowl are very wide awake, and rise at great 
ranges. This, however, is not always the case, for I have some- 
times got within forty or fifty yards of not a few of them. But 
when such things occur, they should be made a note of, and 
tracks should be made forthwith to the nearest harbour, for it is 
an almost certain sign that it is sure to blow ere long, unless 
previously a storm has been raging for some days. However, 
as I pointed out, although Selsea Bill is not a safe anchorage, 
plenty of shelter is at hand. 

Sheemess.-^Sheemess is but two or three miles from 
Queenborough, and the sport is identically the same ; but the 
comforts to be had at Sheemess are vastly superior to those to 
be had at Queenborough. It is very usual during the shooting 
season for yachts to get into the harbour for shelter, and when 
one runs short of ammunition he can generally, by paying a Tiait 
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to one of the yachts there, get what he requires, or partly so. 
Whenever I was shooting about the mouth of the river Thames 
we always sailed to the harbour on Saturday nights, spent our 
Sundays on board our own or friends' yachts, dining together, 
smoking together, and so on. I never remember the harbour 
without at least one shooting yacht being there at any time, and 
it was rather pleasant to thus meet with congenial souls. The 
anchorage and shelter are very good, so that one is perfectly 
safe ; but, if at anchor in the roadway, the lights should be put 
up early and kept burning all night, as there is a good deal of 
traffic up and down the river Medway. 

SliefB.eld. — ^Formerly the Bradfield moors, which lie some 
six miles off Sheffield, were rented by an association of sports- 
men, to whom Mr. D. Sosby, of Park Grange Cottage, Sheffield, 
was treasurer. These subscription moors were limited to a 
certain number of guns, and possibly the same arrangements 
still hold good. 

Shoebnryness.— Shoeburyness, in Essex, is about four miles 
by road from Southend, and a good bit of shooting is to be had 
in its neighbourhood when there is no artillery practice taking 
place — ^which is but rarely the case. In winter time countless 
thousands of shore birds patronise the Maplin Sands, and off 
the Knock and by the Nore light- vessel fowl periodically turn 
up in flocks, and more or less large companies. The sport then 
is thus, at times, pretty fair, and I have described its modtis 
operandi when treating of Sheemess, Queenborough, the Isle 
of Sheppey, and Southend. 

Shoreham. — Shoreham, in Sussex, is essentially a shore- 
shooting and flighting station, by which I mean that punting is 
rarely or never resorted to there, the harbour being too small 
for the fowl to remain long. Shooting used to be allowed along 
the river Adur, as far as Henfield, about twelve miles in a 
northerly direction ; and ducks, teal, curlews, and shore birds, 
besides snipe, were to be had; but I have not shot there for 
some years, and do not know if any restrictions are now put 
upon that river sport. As regards the harbour itself, and the 
shore proper, of course they are free to all comers, and there are 
at all times shore birds to be met with. The fowl often flight 
over a strip of land which separates the harbour from the sea, 
and there are one or two spots thereon which are favourite 
stations for shooters. On the whole, as the place is small, it is 



74 Public Shooting Quarters. 

soon shot oyer, and shooting morning and evening would be 
found quite enough to do justice to it, unless one wants to go up 
the riyer, when, of course, the whole day should be devoted to 
it, as it takes a deal of doing and tramping. If the shooter 
has no boat in attendance, he must have a perfectly broken re- 
triever, as the birds have a knack, when kiUed or wounded, of 
always falling on the shore opposite the one you are shooting 
from. The railway line is very troublesome as far as Ooombes, 
as it runs almost parallel with the river, and the trains of course 
put up everything within hearing. Beyond Coombes, however, 
especially if one had the company of a local sportsman, things 
used to go on pretty smoothly, as the line was something like 
a mile off from the river, and the trains were few and far 
between. 

Shorn Marshes. — ^These marshes adjoin Shorn Battery on 
the river Thames, and Shorn battery faces Old Tilbury battery 
on the other side of the river. The marshes are not very 
extensive, but used to be a very favourite place of resort for 
shore birds. I never shot any fowl, but one duck there, the last 
season I visited the place ; but oxbirds abounded, and there were 
a few curlews knocking about. Why fowl do not come to it now is 
probably on account of some works having been built near the 
coastg^rd station, and the traffic, noise, and smoke have, of 
course, rendered the spot repugnant to fowl. The saltings being 
rather high, they afford at low tide capital places of conceal- 
ment for the shooters in various nooks in their banks, and there 
are several creeks — ^two particularly large, and thickly bordered 
with sedge — so that shore birds, finding good shelter there, are 
frequently put up singly. There are two ways of reaching 
Shorn. One by sailing from Gravesend, and landing in a small 
boat at the battery, where there is a '* hard," or keeping in the 
boat, and sailing or rowing up the creeks, landing when occasion 
requires. The other way consists in walking from Gravesend 
along the sea wall, past the Ship and Lobster public -house, right 
on to the marsh. But I should state that, whenever the news 
spreads about that many birds are to be had, the whole shore is 
literally lined with shooters, armed with all sorts of guns, and 
even rifles. Therefore, just when the best sport could be had, 
none is to be obtained, unless one chances to be on the spot 
before the windfall has got bruited about. Consequently, on the 
whole, I should not reconunend Shorn Marshes, except to men 
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who might be stopping in Gravesend and do not know what 
to do with themselyes, when possibly a yisit to the marshes may 
prove enjoyable. 

Slapton Ley. — Slapton Ley belongs to Sir Lydston New- 
man, who yearly invites a certain nnmber of friends to join him 
in his wildfowling battue, and, on these occasions, by the kind- 
ness of Sir Lydston, anyone is allowed to shoot from the beach, 
and to keep for himself what he may have killed. On such days 
it is not unosoal to see hundreds of shooters lining the shore. 
The Ley is a lake about a mile and a half long by about half a 
mile broad. It lies parallel to the sea, and at high water the 
two are within gun range of each other. Puring the summer, 
reeds and rushes almost cover the lake, and in these, coots 
multiply in surprising numbers, and they form the staple sport 
at Slapton Ley, although a good many duck, widgeon, teal, &c., 
come to grief also then. The sport is usually carried on in the 
following manner : Seven or eight boats filled with straw and 
provided with boatmen, receive two guns each— one in the bows 
and the other in the stem — ^and the boats are assigned a certain 
number, from which they must not depart, in the line, when 
they all advance together towards the fowl. Grenerally speak- 
ing, at the very first discharge the wideawake widgeon and duck 
are at once alarmed and are off — some of them flying over the 
line of shooters which line the beach, and others whirling back 
over the boats. The sport, of course, is very exciting, as some- 
times hundreds of birds are at once on the wing, and on an 
average the bag for the day consists of five or six hundred 
head, mostly coots, perhaps a score or so of widgeon and teal 
having fallen to the guns. Sir Lydston's party generally shoot 
the Ley two days running, and the event is looked upon by the 
population in the neighbourhood of Slapton as such a universal 
treat that sportsmen congregate from Dartmouth, Start Point, 
Torcross, and all intervening villages, with startling unanimity. 
I have never joined myself in that sport there, but I have taken 
part in a similar expedition on a salt lake near Montpelier, in the 
South of France, and I have described the affair in the Meld of 
July 26, 1879, and have also inserted a description thereof in one 
of my books, viz., ** Modem Wildfowling." The affair is carried 
on in exactly a similar manner to that resorted to at Slapton 
Ley, and it will be readily understood that, with such an army of 
guns, great slaughter must necessarily take place. The outing 
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is exceedingly exhilarating, but sufficient caution is not always 
exercised by tbe shooters ; and it is Tery rare, when hundreds of 
guns are brought together in such a limited space, that acci- 
dents, more or less severe, do not occur, particularly among 
the shore men, who, in their endeavours to secure birds, fire 
any way and anyhow, and generally pepper each other, totally 
regardless of anything but their prey. If some kind of order 
could be maintained among these worthies, the outing would, 
doubtless, be far more enjoyable. 

Respecting this spot, a gentleman wrote: — "Sir Lydston 
Newman and friends shot Slapton Ley on Monday and Tuesday 
last, 10th and 11th Dec, and, as some of your readers no doubt 
know the spot well, it may interest them to learn the result. 
Seven boats were out, with two guns in each boat, and no less 
than one hundred and twenty local " sportsmen " stood on the 
bank between the Ley and the sea, on the chance of having a 
shot as the birds passed overhead. Judging from events, many 
of this latter class never shoot except on the occasion of a Ley 
day, which is annual. Most of the widgeon and duck passed 
overhead far out of shot ; but, no matter at what height, those 
immediately beneath were sure to draw on them ; and when a 
bird d4d fall, a sight ensued which beggars description. All 
the nearest shooters made a dash for the spoil, and, as may be 
imagined, many a pugilistic encounter ensued on account of the 
disputed ownership. The birds, too, that did fall were pretty 
well riddled with shot. 

" The boats killed on the first day 745 coots and five widgeon, 
and on the second 440 coots and nine widgeon; but to this 
must be added a number of dead and wounded picked up on 
the following day, and of which I have no record ; 60 various, 
including duck, teal, and waterhens, fell during the two days. 
I am indebted to the kindness of mine host at the Torcross Hotel 
for the above figures. He tells me he has built a second 
Ley, which is well stocked with pike, so that visitors to this 
lovely seaside place will have no end of fishing. — ^Beotjsvi- 



B08TRA." 



This letter brought the following : — " Sir Lydston Newman 
fears that some of your readers may be misled by the letter of 
*' Becurvirostra " into thinking that the public have a right to 
shoot at wildfowl from the bank or beach at Slapton Ley, and 
desires us, therefore, to mention that no one has any right to do 
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80 without Ms express permission, whieh is, however, freely 
accorded to all respectable persons on " Ley days." 

'* Sir Lydston Newman's rights being unassailable, and having 
of late years been conclusively affirmed by a legal decision, he is 
anxions there should be no misunderstanding on the point.-— 
WiMDEATT AND WiNDEATT (Totues, Jan. 25)." 

Scuthampton. — ^The Southampton Water is not nearly so 
good for wildfowl shooting as it used to be and as I have per- 
sonaUy known it, but there is still some shooting to be had 
there, and almost any night during the winter Brent geese will 
be heard cackling off Southampton itself. But they are so wide 
awake that to get at them is well nigh an impossibility. As for 
ducks, teal, widgeon, and curlews, and all kinds of shore birds, 
they are to be found now and then in fair numbers about the 
Water; but, generally speaking, the sport requires a deal of 
doing. There are two very good men in Southampton, to whom 
intending shooters would do well to pay a visit. They are 
Patstone, the gunmaker, and Pickett, the boatbuilder. Patstone 
is an excellent wildfowl gunmaker, and he will supply shooters 
with good guns and first-rate ammunition — ^in fact, with tools and 
implements upon which they can thoroughly rely. Aa regards 
craft, there is no better man to be consulted than young Pickett 
himself, as he is not only a boat-builder by profession, but is 
also a very enthusiastic and painstaking wildfowl shooter in his 
leisure hours. He has several good punts, double and single- 
handed, a very good punt gun of fair bore, on the tube-ignition 
plan, and a very comfortable and large yacht, all of which he 
lets out to shooters by the day or week on very reasonable terms; 
and as Pickett knows the best spots himself, it is not a bad plan 
to try and get him to accompany the party. In propitious 
weather, a fair deal of sport can still be had ; but it requires 
time, skill, patience, and good guns. Widgeon come and feed 
on the saltings at night, off Fawley, where the said saltings are 
nearly a mile broad at low tide, and afford them capital feeding. 
There are also many curlews about ; and, altogether, I should 
say that when the wind is in the right quarter, a week's stay 
on the Southampton Water would repay shooters with some no 
inconsiderable sport. Of course, if a yacht is secured, there is 
no occasion to sail back every day to the town. One will find a 
very comfortable anchorage at the mouth of the Water, behind 
Calshot Castle ; and from hence one may punt at night and 
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look for widgeon and big shore birds feeding on the saltings and 
along the creeks; and then one may sail np the Solent, and 
visit the saltings of Exbnry, and the oozes at Ljmington, Mil- 
ford, Eeyhaven, &c. I have always enjoyed myself very much 
when visiting that part, and I should very strongly recommend 
it to men who are satisfied with fair sport, and do not expect to 
do wonders. For instance, this season I received a letter from 
an esteemed correspondent in Scotland, who tells me that the 
pnntsmen are getting very nnmerons in his neighbourhood, bnt 
that one of them bagged at one shot with his pnnt gun forty- 
two fowl. Now, I have no hesitation in saying that, except 
nnder the most extraordinary circumstances, such a shot coiQd 
not be had on the Southampton Water ; but if a man is satisfied 
with a few shots at smallish bunches of fowl, and now and 
then at larger numbers, together with popping at a pretty fair 
lot of small and large shore birds, I think such a man would 
enjoy a stay of a few days, under the guidance of both Patstone 
and Pickett, on and about the Southampton Water. Personally, 
I have always enjoyed myself there, and always was very sorry 
to leave the place, although sometimes I did not meet with much 
sport, but I got plenty of excitement, and, if I did not succeed 
better, the weather was too open, and the wind wrong, or it was my 
own fault. Indeed, I look forward to paying more visits to 
Southampton ; and, if the weather should favour me, I fondly 
hope that fine sport wiU crown my efforts. 

During last winter (1880-1881), a sportsman wrote on wild- 
fowl shooting in the Solent : — *' During the late hard weather the 
Solent has been visited by brent geese, ducks, widgeon, teal, 
and sheldrakes, in considerable numbers, and a few years ago 
it would have been possible to have obtained very fair sport 
under these circumstances with an ordinary shoulder gun. Now, 
however, the birds are so wild that it is very difficult to get 
within l^hot, even with a punt and large gun. This, in my 
opinion, is chiefly to be attributed to the number of steam 
launches at present employed in shooting. The owners of many 
of these boats appear to be nnder the impression that if they 
pursue the wildfowl long enough they will eventually catch 
them. I observed one boat a few days since — a very noisy one, 
and therefore utterly unfitted for shooting— chasing a large 
flock of ducks for more than an hour at full speed, putting them 
up about twenty times without ever getting a shot. From one 
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end to the other of the Solent this is going on. The natural 
consequence is that the birds become so shy and watchful that 
it is almost impossible to get anywhere near them, except when 
they first arrive. 

'* Owing to the heavy fall of snow the small birds have had a 
very bad time, and have perished in large numbers. A few 
days since I observed thousands of birds passing over the Solent, 
from south to north, consisting chiefly of larks, titlarks, field- 
fares, and blackbirds. The larks did not seem so fatigued as 
the other birds, but I saw many titlarks and blackbirds fall into 
the water on their way across. On the shore near Calshot Castle 
the smaU birds were washed up in dozens, and the gulls and 
Danish crows were feasting on their remains.-^H. 0. D." 

Southend. — Southend is the last station on the London, 
Tilbury, and Southend Railway. It is a bathing town in the 
summer time. The available sands for bathing purposes are, 
however, very small, and aU the rest of the shore at low tide is 
one vast expanse of mud and sand mixed. At every ebb, count- 
less thousands of sea gulls and other birds patronise the mud, 
looking for worms, and generally local men are to be seen 
tramping thereon with guns, so that very little remains to be 
done there for a stranger, and the best way of doing justice to 
Southend is to charter a smack and get a punt if possible from 
Leigh, when one can saQ up and down the Sea Beach after fowl, 
and punt round the northern shore of Canvey Island for shore 
birds, or along the Chapman sands for duck, teal, widgeon, or 
geese. In fact, it is surprising, in cold weather, what amount 
of sport one may meet with there. But, without a punt and 
punt gun, no bag can be made along the Thames shores. The 
water being shallow does not allow a sailing boat, or a rowing 
boat, to get near enough, and thus one misses his best chances. 
But with a good punt and proper artillery, when the weather is 
rough at sea, very good fun is to be had up the river. The pier 
at Southend, extending for a mile or more up to deep water, is 
very handy, inasmuch that shooters can start or come back at 
any time of the tide. The smacks are very stout boats, with 
plenty of beam, but, as they are used in summer time exclusively 
for pleasure parties, they are all cockpit, so to speak, and the on^ 
cabin available is the forecastle, which is very small and uncom- 
fortable. It is, however, welcome enough during a shower of 
rain, and the cockpit being so roomy, is undeniably very handy 
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for shooters, Half a dozen of whom might fire side by side a 
broadside at the same moment. In summer time trips are 
frequently undertaken by visitors, who combine sea-fishing with 
shooting. There is not much of either then, but in hard times 
excellent bags have been made, both of fish and birds. In 
winter time the men charge about a soyereign per diem for their 
smack and their services, and the shooter finds their food and 
drinks ; but, in summer time, the terms are much higher, and 
had better be settled before starting on the trips, because, when 
there are many visitors in the town, the men cram their boats 
with thirty or forty passengers at a time, and take them out to 
the Nore and back for a shilling a head. And, as they can cany 
on that game for three or four journeys a day, the receipts for 
one boat on such occasions may reach 4Z., 5L, or 61., when of 
course it would not pay the men to take you out then on the 
usual terms. This had better be seen to. As regards the men 
themselves, I have always found them clever and obliging, and 
they enter into the spirit of the fun with great zest. But it is 
always best to come to a definite understanding in every way, 
for it occurred to me once or twice that, on account of the tide 
getting low, the men wished to sail back to Southend before the 
day's sport was over. Therefore, my advice to intending 
sportsmen would be to take their precautions accordingly. It 
would not be a bad plan to engage a boat for several days at a 
stretch, and provision her well, so as to be independent of going 
ashore. If everything be arranged in that fashion, any amount 
of trips could be undertaken — to Hole Haven, Thames Haven, 
back along the Kentish shore, the Biver Medway, the Isle of 
Sheppey, across the Sea Beach, along the Maplin Sands, up the 
Biver Crouch, and even as far as the Blackwater Biver. A man 
would be very unlucky indeed who, when carrying out such a 
progpramme in the winter season, did not make a very good bag 
indeed ; because, as there would be no occasion to saQ back to 
Southend pier eveiy day, more than half the time would be saved 
by not travelling over useless ground, and remaining wherever 
sport was tolerably certain to be had. I have spent weeks in 
that manner myself, and can safely say that I always looked 
back on the trips with unmitigated pleasure, and wished myself 
at it again. 

Southwold.-— Southwold is some twelve miles from Lowestoft, 
and in winter time fairish sport is to be had there. Up the 
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Biver Blythe there is an island which is said to be a good spot 
for snipe. The shooting is free, but information shonld be 
applied for from the landlord of the Crown Inn. At Sonthwold 
all sorts of fowl can be met with in due season, and geese, duck, 
teal, widgeon, plovers, shore birds, and snipe are to be seen in 
abundance. 

Spalding. — Spalding is about three miles by road from 
Oowbit Wash, where good snipe shooting is to be had, the 
" Diary" being my authority for saying so. The accommodation 
at Spalding is fair. 

Specton. — One can reach Specton by train, and fairish 
sport in the sea-bird shooting line may be enjoyed by walking 
down the cliffs, about three-quarters of a mile from Specton. 
Some details of the sport will be found under the head of Bempton, 
but whereas, when shooting on the Bempton cliffs the sports- 
man loses all his birds, as they fall on the sands, at Specton one 
may shoot below the cliffs, and thus secure all his spoils ; but a 
good look-out should be kept for the tide, for, if it should over- 
take the shooters, they would probably find all means of escape 
cut off, and be washed off the cliffs and drowned. Walking up 
the cliffs and putting up the birds, whenever possible, affords 
very good fun ; but the labour is excessive, and the danger of 
slipping and falling down a crag is not to be overlooked. The 
whole of the coast is eminently adapted for that sort of sport, 
as Burlington Quay, Flamborough Head, and Bempton and 
Sx)ecton adjoin. If shooting from boats be preferred, the 
time of departure must be left entirely in the hands of the 
boatmen, who, knowing the ground well, wiU regulate their 
actions accordingly. Personally, whenever engaged in any 
sport of the kind, I always prefer going in a boat, when the 
wind and tide will allow of it, as then the outing is far more 
pleasurable, and if the birds should go to sea and squat there, 
one may go in chase ; whereas, from the cliffs one has to put 
them up and wait for their return. Scoot, sea hawks, and sea 
parrots are very plentiful on that part of the Yorkshire coast, 
and very good fun is to be had there. 

Stanhope. — ^In reference to the Edmund Byers Moors, near 
Stanhope, I am informed that these moors have been in private 
hands for some years, and therefore are no longer available to 
the public as subscription moors. 

St. Colomb. — ^This Cornish village is within a few miles 
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of the Gross Moors, which are said to abound with snipe and 
teal. 

Stonar. — ^This Devonshire village affords very good head- 
quarters for the wildfowl shooter, as in winter the neighbourhood 
abounds with shore and marsh birds. The landlord of the Bed 
Lion, at Salt Pens, which is placed just in the midst of the 
sport, would very likely send word when a shooter could expect 
to make a fair bag. From all I can hear, the place is well 
worthy of a visit. 

Stoney Cross (New Forest). — ^Mr. E. Ooggin, the proprietor 
of the Oompton Arms Hotel, at Stoney Cross, has special 
accommodation for hunting men and shooting men, and his 
hotel is situated in the heart of the best shooting which the Xew 
Forest can afford. The place is very picturesque, and the 
artist, as well as the sportsman, would probably enjoy a stay 
there. 

Snnderland. — ^The harbour of Sunderland is within eight 
miles of Seaham, and a favourite plan of the shooters there 
consists in going from Sunderland to Seaham early in the 
morning, lunching at the latter place, and walking back, so as 
to reach Sunderland in the dusk of the evening. This trip, 
when the weather is brisk, is rather enjoyable; but anyone 
undertaking it will do well to ascertain beforehand whether his 
companion or himself is capable of carrying it out, because, if 
not, and one of them gets stuck half -way, there is absolutely no 
means at hand of getting a conveyance. Therefore, if one of 
the party gets fagged when reaching Seaham, he had better get 
back to Sunderland by train, and leave his friend to perform the 
return shooting journey alone. For that sort of walk long boots 
are a mistake, because the sands are in some parts rather soft, 
and therefore heavy feet coverings soon tire the shooter. An 
old pair of ordinary lace-up shooting boots are the best titdngs 
to wear. Shoes should be avoided, as they continually get filled 
with sand or small shells, and one should not mind getting his 
feet wet. Salt water does no harm, and so long as one keeps 
going he experiences no discomfort, however much he may have 
steeped his feet hi the brine; but it would be as well to carry 
another pair of socks to put on when the trip is over, if one has 
to ride or drive any distance. As regards sailing to fowl, it is a 
very favourite excursion among some shooters at Sunderland 
and its neighbourhood to hire stout boats wh^i fowl are outside 
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the harbonr, and sail them down in suitable weather. Eyeij 
year some rare birds are picked np in that manner. Divers, at 
some seasons, particnlarlj, abonnd, and many men make it a 
practice to go to sea as often as they can. 

Swaaiage (Dorset). — ^The Boyal Victoria Hotel, which is a 
very good one, is generally made head-qnarters of by sportsmen 
visiting this town. The pnfSn shooting is very fair, and sea- 
fowl can be reckoned by thousands. 

Tenby. — ^The accommodation is good at this town ; bat the 
seafowl shooting has greatly deteriorated of late. 

Tillingliaiii. — ^Tillingham is a village situated on the Essex 
coast. By road it is abont five nules from Bradwell Quay, and 
over twenty from Maldon. It is, therefore, a somewhat inacces- 
sible place ; bnt it wUl, nevertheless, repay the trouble of those 
sportsmen who manage to get there. All sorts of shooting can 
be carried on, on the Tillingham Main. The marsh extends for 
many miles along the coast, and the saltings are nnrivalled as 
feeding places for fowl. Fnnting, suling, flighting, and shore 
shooting may be by turns indulged in. The Grange Greek is a 
safe anchorage, very similar to the Greek at Bradwell Qnay. 
Facing the sea wall black sedge beds cover the saltings as far 
as the eye can reach, north and south, and at low tide the mud 
banks are quite as extensive as those off Frieston Shore ; so that, 
literally speaking, any amount of fowl is to be had on the spot, 
if one can give time to it, and the season be propitious. I have, 
myself, very often, when sailing along the fliats, seen many 
thousands of fowl on the wing and on the sea, off and on, and 
over the marsh. Indeed, several times, the trouble was which 
birds to take, so many being about that we became regularly 
puzzled with excitement. In such cases it is always best to 
insist upon your crew and your friends being perfectly silent, as 
I have found that it only leads to blundering, when free scope 
is allowed to exclamations on board the craft at such times. 
You are, for instance, standing on the forecastle, and your eye 
is on birds which are likely to cross the bows. Just as you 
calculate that they will be within range in a second or two, and 
you are accordingly getting ready, the men or your friends 
suddenly call out in great excitement, " Look out, look out ! 
birds astern ! " You turn round — ^you cannot help it — and, to 
your disgust, you find that either the birds are worthless or too 
far off, and when you look again for your own birds you find 
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that they have gone, or are too far also. Now, however mild-, 
mannered a man may be, that sort of thing is sure to entice him 
into nsing more or less strong language, reflecting, in more or 
less uncomplimentary terms, npon the wisdom and sense of his 
excited companions. Therefore, when engaged on snch an 
expedition, I always explain the strong desirability of perfect 
silence being maintained on board. It is always best to let the 
shooter follow his own dictates. He is best able to see what he 
has to do, and if birds tnm np close to the craft, bnt which, from 
his position, he cannot see or take, why, what are the odds P 
Let the birds go ; that is the fortune of war. Any way, never 
flurry those who handle the guns; there is no greater 
mistake. Two or three men calling upon you suddenly and 
excitedly, as though they were on live coals, makes your heart 
jump into your mouth, as the saying is. Between the birds you 
are marking and those that are pointed out you hesitate, and in 
shooting, as in warfare, hesitation is loss. If there are two or 
three shooters on board, they should be disposed fore and aft, so 
as to see every bird, coming from whichever quarter ; but none 
but experienced sportsmen should be trusted in that manner, for, 
to know, for instance, that whilst you are standing on the fore- 
castle, and your back is turned, there is in the cocl^it a careless 
man handling a 4-bore at full cock, and loaded with 3oz. of shot, 
is quite enough to make you nervous, and to put you off your 
shooting. And again, the guns, when not in use, should never 
be placed fliat on the floor, on the deck, or on the seats, for, if 
the yacht roUs, accidents might occur. They should be placed 
in the cockpit, with the stocks on the floor, and the barrels 
resting against the sides ; and if they are long-barrelled, and 
the main boom is rather low, they should be seen to, every time 
one has to tack, or, better still, the main boom should be braced 
up out of the way. Shooters should not go to Tillingham with- 
out having punts with them, or hiring some there. No end of 
sport can be had with punts, but the weather should rule the 
trips. It would be sheer folly to get over the fliats if the wind 
is at all fresh. I cannot, however, give better advice than to 
commend sportsmen to engage some of the local men as guides 
in the matter. They know the whole of the fliats most admir- 
ably, and they are among the cleverest fowlers in the world 
For flighting they certainly choose the very best stations where 
the amateur could see sport, and, taken all round, they can most 
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generally be fully relied npon in every respect. A favourite 
station of mine when shooting at Tillingham was to come to an 
anchor at low tide, between the creek and the Buxey Sands, and 
have a punt handy for going after cripples. The birds used to 
flight over and around the yacht, and sometimes capital bags 
could be made in that way. As for shore birds, thousands could 
be shot there in that manner, as they whirled in large flocks 
sometimes within forty yards of the craft ; and on moonlight 
nights the place is alive with them and the caUs of fowl. That 
is the sort of situation to delight a sportsman's sonl, if one 
likes ! I have, more than once, knocked myself up completely 
at that spot by simply not being able to turn into the cabin and 
sleep. Hearing the birds about me used to put me beside 
myself, and I wonld keep on deck watching and firing throngh- 
out the night long. If a lull occurred, and I went below for a 
feed or a drink, and fully resolved thereafter to turn in and 
sleep, the whistle of wings overhead or the calls of curlews 
wonld soon put to flight aU those fine resolutions of mine, and I 
would clear out of the cabin in double quick time to lay hold of a 
gun, leaving behind me my food untasted, and forsaking my 
tempting berth ; indeed, now I cannot recall these things without 
feeling a strange longing to be there once again. To resnme, 
then. When the wind is in the right quarter, there are very 
few places indeed which can beat Tillingham Main and its 
neighbourhood — i.e., the mouth of the Blackwater — ^for hearty 
sport, and I commend it to the attention of shooters. 

Torquay. — ^Tho hotels at Torquay are capitally managed; 
therefore sportsmen can make themselves exceedingly comfort- 
able there, and if they provide good guides they will be sure to 
meet with good sport, as sea-fowl abound in the neighbourhood. 
The best man to secure for such an expedition is W. Hammick, 
who is reputed as being the cleverest wildfowl shooter in the 
district. 

Totnes. — ^The landlord of the Seymonr Hotel can procure 
some partridge, pheasant, and cock shooting for his visitors. 
Application should, therefore, be made to him, if information is 
required. 

Tynemontli. — ^Now and then some fowl are to be had off 
the Tyne bar at sea, and sailing is the only plan which is resorted 
to. The best way to carry on a trip of the sort is to go by train 
from Newcastle to North Shields, where boats and m^^iL <(A5^\tf%^ 
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engaged. Along the shore a few birds are also shot, but, on the 
whole, the sport is very meagre, and wonld only repay local men, 
who, being on the sport, hear of good things, and go after them 
foriliwith. 

Waltonron-the-Nase. — ^Walton-on-the-Naze has now a 
railway station, and several very good hotels, so that no difficulty 
need be experienced in getting there, or in providing oneself 
with bodily comforts. Within a short distance of the town 
itself the ooze begins, and it extends for many miles, affording 
excellent feeding to both shore birds and fowl. Walton Creek 
does not offer mnch sport in the way of large birds, bnt the 
Hamf ord Water is sometimes capital in that respect. There are 
something like sixteen or seventeen islands of various sizes in 
the Hamf ord Water, and the shores of those islands afford first- 
rate sport in cold weather. Pnnting is resorted to by several 
men, one or two of whom come from Doverconrt. Some five 
miles higher np the coast all sorts of birds are to be shot ; bnt it 
is impossible to do justice to the spot unless one is prepared to 
spend at least a few days there. It wiU take a good day's work 
to get round Horsey Island alone, and another day wiU be fuUy 
occupied with doing the same with regard to Pewit Island ; and, 
as there is a multitude of small ones, it will be seen that a week 
could be fully occupied, if everything is to be seen about the 
Hamf ord Water. 

Wells. — ^Wells, in Norfolk, is said to be a very good station 
for wildfowl shooting. 

Walsh Harp. — ^The Welsh Harp, Hendon, is very easily 
reached from town, and there are two stations, one at Hendon 
proper, and the other at the Welsh Harp, where the trains 
draw up close to Mr. W. P. Warner's hotel. The Welsh 
Harp shooting is confined almost exclusively to the Kingsbury 
reservoir — ^a broad sheet of water, and its contributory streams, 
which constitute the fishery. There are, however, at the 
beginning of the season some partridges on a farm which 
adjoins one of the lakes, and which also belongs to Mr. Warner. 
Hares and rabbits are also found there, and in the fields which 
adjoin the water. The chief sport, however, consists in tramp- 
ing along the shores of the lakes and streams, and shore birds 
and snipe are to be shot. There are also generally a few herons, 
which patronise the fishery regularly. These birds are, as a 
role^ wideawake, but when the water is low and they are intent 
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upon fishing they can be and are stalked. Oxbirds congre- 
gate sometimes in more or less large flocks, and a man most be 
very nnlnckj who does not get seyeral of them. Some moorhens 
will be found nnder the bushes which grow along the streams, 
and in winter time, when the weather is severe, widgeon, teal, 
and duck are to be seen on the large lake behind tbe hotel. I 
have observed myself scores of them sitting there on tbe water 
within five hundred yards of the inclosure, whilst pigeon shooting 
was going on. The snipe will be found near the aqueduct 
mostly. Leastways that is where I have shot mine, and once or 
twice I reached my half dozen. I also once shot a pheasant in 
the lane by the reservoir. Of partridges I have never got more 
than two or three. In short, after the first week in September, 
they are mostly shot off. Still one or two can now and then be 
picked up. When fowl are on the lake, a big gun should be 
resorted to, as otherwise they are unapproachable. Or else 
someone should go in a boat — ^which can be hired from the hotel 
— and try to drive them over some ambush, where a gunner 
should be watching. Pigeon shooting being carried on very 
extensively in a private club inclosure, and also near Mr. 
Warner's hotel, fowl will only come when driven in by stress of 
weather, of course. But when they do, and the frost is really 
very severe, fairish sport is to be had with them. The terms for 
fishing are one guinea for the season, and two guineas, I believe, 
for shooting. The hotel is very comfortable, and everything 
can be had there which may be required. The keeper. Sawyers, 
is obliging, and will show, at any time, to intending shooters 
and anglers, the limits of their ground. Some very rare birds 
are shot every year about the Welsh Harp, and, as is well known, 
some grand fish are to be caught in the waters. In the hotel 
itself many cases of stuffed fish and birds are exhibited ; and 
although there is, generally speaking, no large bag to be made 
with the gun at the Welsh Harp, the outing for a man who has 
no shooting of his own is exceedingly pleasurable, and far from 
costly. Mr. Warner gave me the following details : " In reply 
to your kind letter, we have had lately no very great sport here, 
and I find that since we have had such a large quantity of pigeon 
shooting, it has militated greatly against the wildfowl; but 
for some time our subscribers to the shooting have had better 
sport ; seyeral snipe have been shot, while we have seen several 
herons, and my keeper reports some duck, but ver^ ^inld» Qre^ 
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the banks we have had a few plover, and any quantity ot 
redwing, also a few rabbits. Should cold weather favour ns we 
shaU doubtless be having some gull, as last year we had a good 
many. Our terms are just the same as usual. I need not say 
that I shall be very pleased if you will drop down and pay me a 
visit here, and any verbal information that any of my people can 
give you will be given with pleasure." 

Weston-super-Mare. — On the south of this town there is 
a large stretch of sand, and, at the back, extensive meadows, 
which are divided by ditches and thick hedges. As some of 
these are not strictly preserved, leave might possibly be granted 
to a visitor without much trouble. Bumham, however, which is 
near, would afford better sport in the shore-shooting line, as the 
sands there are much larger than those near Weston-super-Mare. 

Westward Ho. — Westward Ho is within easy walking dis- 
tance of Appledore, from whence one can readily get to Northam 
Burrows and the banks of the river Taw, where punting may be 
carried on with success. The late Mr. Arthur Hughes, the 
artist, had quite a local reputation in the place for his skill in 
that pursuit, and, as the spot was but little shot over in his time, 
doubtless he enjoyed first-rate sport. Even now the district is 
certainly well worth a trial. Visitors staying at the Royal Hotel 
have the privilege of shooting over the company's estate, on 
which there are numbers of rabbits. There is some snipe, 
plover, and wild shooting also to be had in the neighbourhood. 

Weymouth. — In Weymouth Bay, in winter time, a good 
deal of wildfowl shooting is to be had, from what I hear from 
various correspondents, all sorts of birds turning up there, and 
swans sometimes coming into the bay in large numbers. 

Whitby. — The sport at Whitby is entirely similar to that 
which is carried on at Filey and Scarborough, i.e., a little shore 
shooting, and, now and then, a sail at sea after companies of 
fowl. Some local sportsmen, it appears, patronise both sports 
pretty regularly, from whence I must conclude that, at times, 
there is some fun to be had there. 

Whitstable. — There is always a good deal of shooting going 
on about Whitstable. I dealt with the shooting in its immediate 
neighbourhood — round the Isle of Sheppey— when describing 
Sittingboume, Faversham, Queenborough, and Sheemess. 
Several puntsmen live at or near Whitstable, and a favourite 
device there used to be the sinking of a tub in the ooze, so as to 



England. 89 

hide the shooter at low tide. Another plan — which is much 
resorted to in Canada — ^was used once or twice by local men, and 
that was simply a puncheon anchored in the tideway, with sea- 
weed fastened round the top. Both plans are very successful if 
suitable stations are chosen with tact. Punting, of course, is 
mostly resorted to at night, and but little is to be done in day 
time from a punt at Whitstable, as the shore is very flat, and 
there is no shelter whatsoever for the gunner. Hence the adop- 
tion of tubs, which hide the shooter completely, and give him 
grand opportunities for scoring on the birds. An American sink, 
as described and illustrated in chapter 37 of my book " Modem 
Wildf owling," would answer there remarkably well, but, to the 
best of my knowledge, it has never been resorted to. It would 
be safer and more easy of handling than tubs. Howbeit, there 
is no doubt that if such a place of shelter is properly selected, 
very great fun is to be had therefrom. I do not know if these 
plans are, to this day, carried out at Whitstable, as I have not 
been there for some years, but perhaps some of the local shooters 
will let us know how matters stand now. The favourite district 
of the Whitstable men is the west, about the Isle of Sheppey, in 
the Swale, or, when the weather is suitable, sailing to fowl 
across the estuary of the Thames, which sport I have sufficiently 
enlarged upon to need no further description. Except when the 
wind blows strongly from the north, north-east, or east, very 
little sport can be had at Whitstable by shore shooting, but in 
stormy weather, and when the wind blows from those quarters, 
the fun is excellent. 

Wivenhoe. — ^Wivenhoe is situated on the river Golne, some 
four miles from Colchester.' The trains run from Colchester 
through Wivenhoe, where two branch lines exist, the one 
going to Walton-on-the-Naze, and the other to Bright- 
lingsea. Wivenhoe is a well-known yacht building station, 
several renowned craft having been built there, and a lot of 
cracks are generally to be seen, there laid up for their winter 
quarters. Several men at Wivenhoe are wildfowl shooters, 
more or less professionally. There are a few fowl to be picked 
up down the river Colne, and plenty of shore birds patronise 
that part of the river ; but, undoubtedly, Brightlingsea is a far 
superior station for that sort of sport, as it is right at the mouth 
of the river. Moreover, the channel up to Wivenhoe is at low 
tide narrow and shallow, so that Wivenhoe would not b^ ^^oSds*- 
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able wildfowl station for large craft. But, if a yacht should be 
required, probably it could be got there more readily than at 
Brightlingsea, where nothing but smacks, in the way of large 
craft, are obtainable, except by special arrangements with private 
owners. 

Woodbridge. — ^Woodbridge, in Suffolk, is a capital station 
for the wildfowl shooter. To the best of my knowledge there is 
only one professional living at the place. His name is Upson, 
and he is a clever, painstaking man ; but, unfortunately, his punt 
is a single-handed one, so that, if two men get into her, the punt 
gun must be left ashore. The river itself is eminently suitable 
for the sport under consideration, as it is passably quiet, espe- 
cially when the works are passed, and its saltings afPord lovely 
feeding grounds to widgeon. All kinds of shooting may be 
indulged in, on or along the river Deben, and there is positively 
no trouble in undertaking an expedition there. Strangers, 
intending to visit the spot, I would recommend to apply to 
Mr. "White, the gunmaker, at Woodbridge. Mr. White wiU 
procure for them both craft and men, and, if they want punt 
guns, shoulder guns, or ammunition of any sort, they will find 
themselves well provided for by him. I would advise at least three 
or four days being spent on the river, and the division of sport 
should be arranged as follows .* One day sailing down the river 
with the punt in tow, so as to visit the creeks for curlews, stray 
fowl, cripples, redshanks, and the smaller waders. At night, 
punting should be resorted to. Widgeon will be found mostly 
on two strips of saltings, above and below the wooden piles and 
strip of shingle which face the works ; and, if good shoulder 
guns are handy, plenty of practice could be had on curlews and 
shore birds. The next night might be devoted to flighting and 
stalking the fowl at high tide from behind the sea wall. The 
next day a sail at sea, if the wind be right, might be found profit- 
able. In short, doubtless if fowl were about, a week could be 
thus spent most pleasurably by a party of shooters. Every 
night at high tide the widgeon flight over the strip of shingle 
to which I have abready alluded. As the lower saltings get 
covered by the tide, the birds are lifted off their feet, and flight 
for a further supply of food over the strip to the next saltings. 
I have seen myself hundreds of widgeon passing overhead at 
that spot at such a time, but unless the wind blows strongly the 

birds Bky so high that nothing short of a 4-bore or an 8-bore 
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can reach them, and I wonld certainly nse nothing bnt a 4-bore 
myself for that sort of business. A good dog shonld also be at 
hand, as otherwise one is sure to lose his birds in the darkness, 
even if they fall close to yon, as occurred to me last year at that 
very spot. The best way to do justice to this night flighting 
wonld be to set out from Woodbridge in a punt in fair time, so 
as to reach the spot at least an hour before high tide. Then one 
could do the latches in the punt, and when the flighting time is 
drawing nigh the shooters should land quietly under the shelter 
of the wooden piles, and walk cautiously along by the sea wall 
until they reach a suitable spot, which, from his experience, the 
professional will point out. The widgeon can be heard piping 
in the stillness of the night all over the place, and the flighting 
lasts over half an hour. Sometimes, whilst waiting for it to 
begin, one may hear ducks quacking and paddling about near 
the shore, and as they come near the sea wall with the tide they 
are easy enough to settle if the shooter is careful to mark them 
well and to stalk them quietly. The river extends up to Wood- 
bridge itself — ^in fact, within one hundred yards of the railway 
line smacks and yachts may anchor. In the town there are some 
comfortable hotels, and therefore, altogether, but little delay or 
trouble need be experienced by strangers visiting Woodbridge on 
a wildfowl shooting trip intent. When I last visited the river, 
Capt. Gobbold very kindly placed his Ashing and shooting yacht 
at my disposal. This, of course, was a very great advantage to 
me, and for it I was very grateful to the gallant captain. But 
doubtless smacks could be hired, if required, by Mr. White, who, 
however, will reply to any inquiries on the subject from intend- 
ing visitors. The fowl .mostly come up the river at the first 
storm with an east wind, and, all going well, I hope next season 
to run down to Woodbridge myself for more trips. 

Worthing. — ^Worthing, in Sussex, is a well-known bathing 
town. The wild shooting consists almost exclusively of shore 
shooting, some rare birds being occasionally obtained along the 
shore. Sometimes parties of shooters go to sea in rowing or 
sailing boats, and knock about in a desultory manner, but nothing 
much was ever done there. I cannot, therefore, recommend 
Worthing as a wildfowl shooting station ; but anyone who likes 
tramping on the sands with a gun, will find a stay there accept- 
able enough, and the hotels are comfortable. 

Yarmoiith. — ^The Breydon Water, adjoining Yarmouth, was 
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at one time notorions for its punting capabilities. It lias, how- 
ever, of late years, greatly degenerated in that respect, for two 
reasons, one of which is that the Great Eastern line rons along 
its northern shore and disturbs the fowl not a little; and, 
secondly, so many shooters patronise the water, that it is now 
very rare that anything like a bag can be made there. Of 
course now and then, in very stormy weather, fowl come in for 
shelter in more or less large companies ; bnt they are soon set 
to, and either killed or shot olP. In fact, as soon as the news 
spreads abont that birds have appeared, half a dozen pnnts can 
be seen working their way towfurds them ; still, if a man lives at 
Yarmouth and devotes plenty of time to the pursuit, he will 
possibly now and then be well repaid for his trouble. Shore 
birds can be seen in countless thousands at low tide on the mud 
flats of the Breydon Water. At high tide they are driven ofp 
per force, and must seek the saltings adjoining the sea walls, or 
the banks themselves, and at such times walking under the 
shelter of the waUs with a good gun is sometimes amusing 
enough; but a retriever or mud shoes are absolutely necessary 
there, the ooze being very soft and dangerous in most parts. 
There is but little traffic on the Breydon Water. Barring a few 
fishermen spearing eels, I have been perfectly alone on or about 
the water, and several times I have enjoyed myself thoroughly 
well there. Yarmouth is too well known a town for me to 
describe the accommodation. Punts may be hired near the 
drawbridge, and punt guns can also be obtained ; but I would 
recommend visitors very strongly to secure the services of 
James Hurr, a professional, who lives in Middle Market-road, 
Yarmouth. I do not know him personally, but I have heard of 
him in very high terms, and a wUdf owling friend tells me that 
" he ha« known him for years, and he is a first-rate f eUow, who 
takes a thorough interest in his work. He has as fine a punt 
gun as one could wish for, and having been out with gentlemen 
yachting, fishing, and shooting all his life, he is rather a superior 
class of man, though he knows his place." Hurr would, 
therefore, be the very sort of man to engage. As regards the 
shooting along the seashore proper, it is occasionally fair, both 
northward and southward, but only in the winter time. At sea 
some fowl are sometimes shot by the fishermen whilst trawling, 
4md every season sailing trips are undertaken by local sports- 
men in yachts fitted with swivel guns, in default of which 
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large-bore shoulder guns are nsed by the shooters. Several 
members of the sporting fraternity are exceedingly enthusiastic 
in the pnrsnit of wildfowl, and this is accounted for by the 
nature of the neighbourhood of Yarmouth, and the famous 
broads of Norfolk, which teem with aquatic birds, and afford, 
therefore, no end of sport to the fortunate individuals who are 
invited by their owners to join them in their periodical trips 
agamst the fowl. Most of these broads are strictly preserved; 
but leave is pretty readily obtained by strangers to shoot over 
them if they are provided with proper credentials. Taken all in 
all, then, Yarmouth, especially to a well-to-do man, cannot be a 
bad place to make one's head-quarters of, as far as wildfowl and 
sea birds are concerned. 

The " Shooter's Diary " stated, concerning Yarmouth : — 
" Ormsbury Broad la near here, and is famous for wildfowl, but 
it is private, and belongs to the owners of the surrounding 
property. Breydon Water is open, but is much shot. From 
Yarmouth you can easily get to Mautby, Filby, South Walsham, 
Rollesby, Markham, Horseby, Barton, and Hickling Broads and 
Heigham Sound. Again, from Yarmouth by railway, the large 
lagoons supplied by the river Yare are approachable, comprising 
one at Brundall, a second at Rockland, near Buckenham, a third 
at Hassingham, near Oantley, and the whole district of the 
Breydon waters near Burgh. Norfolk is not so rich in birds 
of the sandpiper and duck tribe as it used to be, but much 
depends upon the severity of the winter whether large bags are 
made or not. The shooting is for the most part free along the 
coast, and over the " dunes " or sandhills, which in places run 
inland to great distances. The broads are aU private, and are 
looked after more than ever. Yet, by inquiry and a little tact, 
no difficulty need ever be found in getting a few days' shooting 
at one or other of these places. There is a small inn at Oantley, 
well known to Anglers, where a bed can be obtained ; but these 
public-houses in the fens are sorry quarters, with long and 
dreary winter nights, for which a man will have to take his own 
amusement with him, and fight hard against that formidable 
marsh demon, ague." 



I now come to some of the islands near the coast. I have 
dealt already with the 
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Isle of Wight as concerns its wildfowl shooting capabili- 
ties, and I have only to add that off the Needles first-rate pn£Sn 
shooting is to be had, besides any amount of divers and black 
dncks. Flocks of Brent geese are also to be seen at low water 
on the sands stretching from Bye to Sea Yiew. The black duck 
are generally got within shot by rowing them down in a four- 
oared boat — ^a f avonrite way of sporting with visitors to the Isle 
of Wight. 

Guernsey. — ^The island of G-nemsey is very superior to that 
of Jersey as regards wildfowl shooting. Some years ago, when 
sailing round there, I saw myself very large flocks of ducks, 
widgeon, geese, black ducks, &c., almost all round the coast, and 
we shot a few ourselves ; but I do not know if the inhabitants 
of Gnemsey resort much to that kind of sport. There would be, 
however, plenty of scope for a man with means and proper craft, 
who would wish to give vent to his sporting proclivities, because 
the birds, being but little disturbed, would afford good scope to 
a skilful wildfowl shooter. On the island I had understood that 
there were a few hares, and that during the autumn a few wood- 
cock now and then turn up ; but that as soon as their arrival is 
made known, the whole male population takes up arms and goes in 
pursuit of the long bills, so that whether shot or scared, very 
few would fall to the lot of a stranger to those parts. The 
" Diary " also said that no licence was required at Guernsey, 
and this made matters very bad in the gunning line for every- 
body, half a dozen shooters often only succeeding in bagging 
but one head of game among them. Were some restrictions 
placed on such indiscriminate carrying of arms, sport would 
doubtless vastly improve. 

But two correspondents rectified these errors: — "I notice 
that ' Wildf owler * mentions Guernsey in his ' Public Shooting 
Quarters ' in the Meld, and says that ' on the island there are 
a few hares.' Now, there is not a hare on the island, nor have 
there been any for years. There are rabbits, but only on private 
estates. Woodcocks are not quite so scarce as 'Wildf owler' 
appears to imagine, and this season have been pretty plentiful. 
We generally, too, have pretty fair snipe shooting, and this 
winter some fair bags have been made. There are also curlew, 
lapwing, and golden plover, and sometimes an occasional teal or 
duck is to be picked up. As regards wildfowl shooting in a 
boat, I doubt the practibility of it, owing to the tremendous 
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cnrrents round the island. Certainly it is not indulged in here. 
^Wildfowler' is in error regarding gnn licences; ratepayers 
pay 58., other people 11, a year. 

" As regards Sark, there are certainly rabbits there ; bnt, unless 
one was acquainted with the seigneur, or made friends with the 
numerous farmers, one's chance of sport would be absolutely niL 
There are any amount of cormorants ; but one's only chance — ^if 
anyone cared for such sport— would be to pot them on the rocks 
with a rifle. There are two yery comfortable hotels on the 
island, but nobody in his senses would come to the Channel 
Islands for shooting. The red-legged partridge was once 
common in Guernsey, but they, like the hares, have been long 
extinct. Rabbits abound in Herm and Jethon. 

" GTTEBNSEYMAlir." 

" Your statement in ' Public Shooting Quarters,' in regard to 
Guernsey, though right in the main, is hardly fair on its shooting. 
To persons who are acquainted with the proper localities — and 
they are very easily found out — there are a great many snipe 
and woodcock, together with golden plover — ^widgeon, teal, et . 
hoc genus orrmet to be picked up ; also the shore birds mentioned 
in your article on the island. I am sure that had you visited the 
low marshy fields on the E., N., and N. W. coasts of the island 
you would have been surprised at the quantity of mixed shooting 
you could have obtained. Most of the farmers here— if properly 
applied to — ^give permission to the sportsman to shoot over their 
fields ; and as* French law is in vogue as regards property they 
are small, and a steady setter the best dog to have. Hares have 
now disappeared (the last, I believe, being shot about eight years 
ago) ; but I hear a movement is on foot to import some in the 
spring, many of the farmers having already subscribed to the 
fund. Since your visit a licence {port d^armes) for strangers 12., 
and for ratepayers 58. is required ; but this seems more honoured 
in the breach than the observance, the manner of enforcing it 
being exceedingly antiquated. During the last gales from the 
N.E. woodcock and snipe have been quite a drug in the market ; 
prices ranging for the former Is. Qd, to 28. Id., and snipe Sd. 
and 4c{. apiece. If it would interest any of your readers my 
bag this season has been eighty-three snipe, sixteen jack, five 
woodcock, and nineteen various. I believe that this is by no 
means the highest aggregate. ** 1342." 

Isle of Man. — Every year, early in the season, some quail 
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make their appearance in this island, at migratory times, and 
snipe, in the antnmn, are always to be fonnd in the bogs and 
along the streams, and cock now and again in furze or covert ; 
bnt the shooting, on the whole, is very insignificant, and visitors 
should bear in mind that certain penalties are rigorously imposed 
for killing seagulls, <&c., anywhere on the island. A licence to 
kill game costs two guineas, and a tax of one guinea is levied 
for every sporting dog. What may be the object aimed at by 
such a stringent measure I am not very well able to see, but the 
intending visitor will do well to bear it in mind. 

Ca4rtiletown. — Castletown, which is situated in the Isle of 
Man, will afford excellent accommodation for sportsmen, as 
there are some good hotels, and plenty of lodging houses. Any 
amount of boats, either for fishing or shooting, can be hired, the 
best place to get them from being Port St. Mary. The boatmen 
know their work thoroughly well. The seaf owl shooting from 
such boats is good, and now and then the shooters may fall in 
with seals and grampuses, but this is a rare occurrence. As 
regards the lands about the town, they are preserved to such an 
extent that it is very difficult for a stranger to obtain leave to 
sport there. Moreover, there is very little game, and, barring 
quail in the summer, and snipe and cock shooting in winter time, 
sport is almost nil. 

Islaiid of Sark. — ^By obtaining leave from the Eev. Mr. 
Collinge, the proprietor of the island, a few rabbits may be 
picked up, and the " Diary " adds that there is a very comfort- 
able inn there. 

Jersey. — ^In Jersey, in very severe winter weather, a few teal, 
woodcock, snipe, plover, <&c., are to be found, and all kinds of 
seafowl are to be seen round the shores. Early in August a 
favourite trip consists in going in a boat to the cave of Greve de 
Lecq, which is one of the most-frequented habitats of puffins, 
and the sport is accordingly good, but later on very few are to 
be shot, as they leave the rocks almost as soon as disturbed. 
Sometimes flocks of wildfowl get behind the island for shelter, 
but generally the weather is too rough* then to go in pursuit of 
them, and most of the fowl shot round Jersey are killed by the 
trawlers and fishermen, who mostly carry guns on board their 
craft. Sometimes, however, a party of visitors charter a smack 
and go to sea with the same object in view, but large bags are 
very rarely made. Sailing black duck down affords the greatest 
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fun. Wlieu the weather is severe it is perfectly useless to 
attempt shooting from the shore, as everybody who can beg, 
buy, borrow, or steal a gun of any kind is to be seen there firing 
away to his heart's content. There is a rabbit warren at Noir- 
mont, but this is shot over by a number of sportsmen who have 
formed themselves into a club, for that purpose, so that no 
stranger can shoot there unless invited by one of the members 
of the association. 
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I NOW come to Wales, about which my information is not by a 
long way as complete and full as I could desire ; bnt perhaps 
some of my readers may enlighten ns on the subject. K we all 
pnt our shoulders to the wheel, eventually we shall have a splendid 
list of spots for the use of all. That is the way to do it. I now 
proceed, beginning with — 

Aberdovey. — ^This is as good a place as any for a man who 
is fond of the gun, as he may have not only wildfowl shooting 
in the estuary of the Dovey, but up the stream very good duck 
shooting is occasionally to be had, snipe are now and then to 
be met with, and, by information from the inns, some rabbit 
shooting may be enjoyed in the warren which is situated on the 
other side of the river. At ground ebb excellent sport is to had 
on the flats ; but one must be ready, at the spot, and as soon as 
the tide recedes, get under way, so as to be handy for a rake 
the moment the fowl settle for a feed, which they are sure to 
do as soon as the top of the saltings and mud gets bare. In 
the daytime some fowl are also to be shot from low craft up 
the river, or early in the morning by stalking them along the 
shores. It would not be a bad plan, therefore, for anyone stay- 
ing at Aberdovey to arrange matters as follows — ^viz., start early 
in the morning and try the shores for ducks, then when the day 
is too far advanced for any more, go in for snipe on the marshy 
ground, or get ferried over to the warren (if arrangements have 
previously been come to with the lessee) and finish the day's 
sport there with rabbiting, eventuaUy arranging to be at night 
in a punt, at the proper time for the tide, off the mud banks ready 
for action. I do not know on what terms the lessee allows 
shooting in his warren ; but he probably charges a few shillings 
for the sport, the rabbits killed going to him, of course. On 
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the whole, I think that Aberdovey ought to be a fair place to 
try. 

Aberystwith. — In the neighbourhood of Aberystwith, in 
South Wales, it appears that one or two parties let out some 
shooting, which consists of grouse, partridges, hares, rabbits, 
snipe, and woodcock, together with board and lodging, and the 
use of keepers and dogs, for a certain sum per week, or per 
month. It would be as well, therefore, to write to the hotels 
and ascertain where, and on what terms, such sport is to be 
obtained. 

Arttwy Hall. — ^This place, which is an old country house, 
situated two miles from Barmouth, ill Wales, used to be in the 
hands of an hotel proprietor, who allowed shooting over a certain 
extent of ground, which contained both birds and rabbits. The 
terms were included in the hotel bill — ^that is to say, board, resi- 
dence, and sport were to be had for a certain sum per week, 
according to arrangements with the proprietor. 

Agillt. — Some very good shore shooting may be had at this 
place, which lies on the estuary of the Dee, by stalking birds 
from behind the sea wall, which is high ; so that when the tide 
is coming in, and the birds are accordingly driven nearer land, 
Kome good shots may be obtained. But one must have a good 
retriever, or else mud pattens, because, if the birds fall on the 
mud, it is almost impossible to get them, it being so soft and 
rotten ; and even in some places mud pattens are not of much 
use, as the ooze is almost liquid. But, on the marsh which is 
opposite the largest of the two lead works at Agillt the saltings 
are firm enough to carry a shooter ; and, as they are well cut 
about by cree^, more or less large, the sport, now and then, is 
tolerably fair, and it will be found that when one has passed in a 
line with the Holywell station, the salt marsh will still increase 
in width and extent, some of the creeks being very large and 
eminently suitable for staUdng the birds. Below these saltings, 
at low tide, extends a fair stretch of sands, and on these the 
shooter may walk to his heart's content, as they are safe till one 
gets near Mostyn Colliery. The chief shooters at that spot are 
workmen and colliers from the neighbourhood, and the favourite 
way in which they carry on their wildfowl shooting is rather 
})eculiar, and therefore worth describing, especially as it is 
almost universally resorted to all along the Flintshire coast. 
Well, then, an hour or so before dusk, one may see these intend- 
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ing shooters leaving their cottages eacli with a bundle of 
straw strapped on his back, a g^ in one hand and a spade 
in the other. They go to the sea wall, and there settle 
among themselves which district each one is to occnpy. 
They, of course, know the favourite feeding-places of the fowl 
through constant inspection of the creeks, and wherever they 
have noticed feathers and spoors, a note is made thereof, and 
the next evening a man is seen wending his way along the 
creek at low tide as far as he can go near the spot which he 
had remarked. There he lays the straw on the mud, rests his 
gun-barrels on it, and with his spade he proceeds to dig a hole 
or pit sufficiently deep to conceal him well. He then spreads 
his straw at the bottom of the said ambush, sits upon it, and 
awaits events. Personally, I never resorted to straw, hay, or 
grass for a seat under such circumstances, because I have found 
that, no matter where you dig your pit, the salt water is sure to 
ooze in and wet your straw or hay, so that eventually you get 
very uncomfortable indeed. It is far better to have a four-legged 
light stool with boards nailed from leg to leg, so as to prevent 
their sinking in the soft mud. You can sling that stool on your 
back readily, and, anyhow, your seat is always dry ; moreover, 
not only is this so, but the muscles of your legs do not get so 
cramped as they are apt to get when you have to squat on a 
handful of straw. I have known some men using a sort of 
square fishing basket for the purpose, and therein they carried 
their provisions, ammunition, waterproof coat, &c., and, provided 
the bottom part of the basket was made water-tight, it afforded 
the shooter a comfortable seat and a convenient receptacle 
withal for all his requisites. The sport itself, sometimes is 
exceedingly interesting, but the point is never to show oneself 
more than one can help. It is best, if a bird is winged, to let 
him have another barrel there and then, and, when killed, let 
him remain where he is rather than get out to pick him up, for 
two reasons, one of which is, that the less you show yourself, the 
more likely are other birds to come, and your dead birds act as 
decoys. A smart dog, however, who knows his work, will be 
handy in case any of the birds should fall in the water and might 
drift away to sea with the tide. But the said dog should be 
liver-coloured, and he should be admirably trained to jump out, 
do his work sharp, and come into the pit again without any 
trouble or bother. I should always advise a shooter going thus 
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to a pit to carry as mucli ammouitiou as possible. Nine out of 
ten times he may not require a tithe of his loads, bnt the tenth 
day possibly the fowl and birds may come over and around him 
in profusion, in which case it is very aggravating to find oneself 
with an empty gun and no means of fiUing the void. Shooting 
from those pits requires a deal of patience, perfect silence, a 
good pair of ears, and a quick eye. No smoking should be 
iudulged in, and one should never tire, but wait as long as there 
is a chance. One should listen with *' all his ears," and look 
about with only his eyes above the top of the pit. I need not 
add that the head-covering should be of the same colour as the 
ground. Notwithstanding all attention, it is surprising to 
notice how unexpectedly birds turn up about the shooter. He 
may have been listening and heard nothing, and he may have 
been scanning the horizon until his eyes almost wept and seen 
nothing, when suddenly the whistling of wings is heard above 
his head — ^and lo! the fowl have passed, and he has lost an 
opportunity. On a still night, however, the fanning of their 
wings can be heard, even at a great height. As for shore birds, 
they generally fly along the water very low at night, when in 
search of a feeding place, and therefore their whereabouts is 
pretty readily detected. Most men who shoot from those pits 
rarely or never fire at shore birds when they are on the wing, 
except when a tempting shot is offered by more or less large 
companies of those birds. But, at fowl, every bird that passes 
overhead is fired at, as a matter of course, if within range, unless 
they are seen to be lowering their flight, and seem likely to settle 
within range, when the market shooters let them have one barrel 
as they feed and the other as they rise, and the same plan is 
carried into execution for shore birds on the feed. Now, do not 
let me be misunderstood. Do not, some reader, take up your 
pen with indignation, and accuse me of such acts. I merely 
mention what is done. I, personally, have nothing to do with it, 
and I think it is just as well for me to point this out, judging 
from the remarks which were lately made by a correspondent. 
Shooting from a pit is not at all an easy performance — I mean at 
flying birds, of course — ^unless one sees the birds as they come. 
But, if the shooter is taken unawares, it requires a very good 
man to get up, turn round, and deliver his fire properly. One 
great thmg to remember in a pit is to take care not to choke 
one's barrels with mud as one moves his gun to «.\s.^i:c^>^<ci^ 
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if 80, a burst will probably result therefrom. The pit should 
always be dug alongside a large creek which runs right up to the 
sea wall, so that when the tide comes in, one's means of escape 
may not be cut off, and by following the water in the creek 
during the darkness, one may make his way safely to the sea 
wall. Sometimes, although many birds may be about the sports- 
man he may not be able to see any. He may, possibly, hear 
them within easy range, but cannot make them out, owing to 
their feeding on saltings or ground of their own colour, or else, 
being in a shallow, are kept out of sight by the mud. In this 
case, nothing is to be done but to keep one's head almost level 
with the ground, and facing the spot where the birds are heard, 
call out suddenly and loudly, and deliver one's fire as they rise, 
when they can be seen plainly, owing to their appearing vividly 
against the bare sky. Shore birds are always heard coming at 
night, owing to their habit of calling; but, if they have not 
detected the shooter, they make an excellent decoy for better 
birds if let alone, and therefore it is not a bad plan to let them 
feed in peace near one's ambuscade. This description of pit- 
shooting will apply not only to Agillt, but to the shore off 
Flint, Holyhead, Mostyn, the Point of Ayr, Prestatyn, and 
Rhyl. 

Barmouth. — Barmouth is a small but very fashionable 
watering-place situated on the estuary of the river Mawddoch, 
and in summer time is perfectly crowded. The chief sport on 
land consists in rabbit shooting, which could be obtained from 
the lessees of the sand hills on the north-west of the vUlage. 
The sea bathing is very good, and no difficulty need be 
experienced about getting boats, if shooting on the sea or on the 
river is desired. There used to be plenty of puffins and other 
sea birds about the place, and ducks are now and then shot on 
the river. 

Beaumaris. — I know nothing personally about this place, 
but a correspondent of the Field very kindly sent me the fol- 
lowing information : — " Allow me to ask you to recommend this 
to the notice of shore-shooters, being far superior to many places 
named in your interesting articles, as I can vouch irom personal 
experience of them. I will begin by saying there is a first-rate 
hotel here (the William Bulkeley Arms), with a capital billiard 
table. There are any number of excellent lodgings, and, with 
mtrodnctiona, the elnh is open to strangers for periods varying 
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from one week to two months. For several miles along the 
shore the shooting is free, and there are golden plovers, vast 
numbers of peewits, curlews, oyster-catchers, oxbirds, &c. All 
kinds of wild dnck frequent the Straits, but a boat would be 
necessary. There are plenty to be had; but I fancy the men 
know little about shooting. All birds can be shot close to the 
town. The place is very accessible ; an omnibus runs twice a 
day to and from Bangor station, from which there are many 
trains to all parts. Yery few people ever shoot, and about five 
miles off is Bed Wharf Bay, which is frequented by large 
numbers of birds. As it is, fair shooting can be had, with every 
comfort in hotel or lodgings, without the necessity of travelling 
by train or other vehicles. The scenery is very beautiful, and 
would alone be worth the journey." 

Beddgelert. — It appeared from an advertisement which had 
for a long time been issued that there was at Beddgelert — which 
is situated in Carnarvonshire — an hotel called the Boyal Groat, 
which was managed by Mr. Richard Humphreys, who stated in 
his advertisement that good shooting could be had over 10,000 
acres, and fishing over rivers and lakes well stocked with •fish. 
At the hotel a pack of beagles was kept for the use of visitors, 
and the advertisement concluded with the announcement that 
the terms were moderate. But since my notice of this town 
was written, I hear that the advertisement mentioned therein 
should not have appeared, as Mr. B. Humphreys has not, nor 
never had, 10,000 acres of good shooting; all the fishing is 
under the conservancy, so that visitors must pay for a licence to 
fish, and no beagles are kept at the hotel. Mr. Humphrey's 
shooting, I am told, consists of his own farm of about 300 acres, 
and he has also a right of shooting over another farm of about 
100 acres ; but it is said that he has not leave for his visitors to 
shoot there. Moreover, I am informed that the ground is very 
poor, two gentlemen — who worked it with dogs and men for two 
or three days about the beginning of last October — seeing only 
grouse, and bagging but one rabbit. This information comes 
from a gentleman who knows well the ground, and who, 
therefore, can speak authoritatively. 

Bery IslaAd. — It appears that this spot is one of the best 
breeding stations for sea birds on the Welsh coast, myriads 
upon myriads of sea and wildfowl being seen on the water, 
on the wing, and on the rocks ; guillemots, puffins^ ^si^ ^caoj^- 
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bills in conntless thousands being the most numerous. I do not 
know, however, if shooting is carried on there. K it is, the best 
place to start from seems to me to be Milford, in Pembroke- 
shire ; and, donbtless, some shots conld be had in MiKord 
Haven, on the way to the rocks. 

Bishop Rocks. — ^The same remarks apply here as to Bery 
Island, of which I have just treated, the Bishop Rocks being 
equally as good as breeding places for sea fowl. 

Borth. — This Welsh village is about seven miles by road 
from Aberystwith. By driving about a couple of miles beyond 
Borth one comes to some sand hills, and the rabbit warren, over 
which one may shoot at a trifling fee by applying to the landlord 
of a smaU inn which has been built on the spot. The saltings 
and the flats which extend between Borth and the Aberdovey 
offer good feeding ground for fowl. Snipe can also be found 
in the marshes, and some woodcock shooting can be obtained in 
the neighbourhood. 

Builth. — There are a few ducks to be killed on the river, and 
some snipe are also shot in a marsh among the hills. There is a 
comfortable hotel at Builth, and the landlord would doubtless 
give any detaUs required if applied to. 

Carnarvon. — Some very fair wildfowl shooting is to be 
obtained from Carnarvon in winter time, sometimes large flocks 
congregating off the Menaa Straits. I have never shot there, 
and therefore know nothing personally of the spot, but I hear 
that in the neighbourhood snipe shooting is to be pretty readily 
had. 

Caldy. — This is a very favourite breeding station for sea fowl, 
but dangerous to visit ; and I believe that shooting is allowed 
there only from boats, but cannot tell for certain. 

Carmarthen. — Some wildfowl shooting is to be had there, 
during the autumn and winter, down the river Towy, and there 
is also, at Lampeter, some four-and-twenty miles from Car- 
marthen, some game shooting to be got ; but to this I will refer 
when treating of the first-named place. 

Conway. — ^A correspondent wrote : — " Last August self and 
two friends visited Conway, and stayed five days in the place. 
Hundreds of curlews flighted over the bridge near the castle 
every morning and evening from the river to the sea, and vice 
versd. But as we had only 12-bore guns, and the birds were 
moBtly about one hundred yards high, we only succeeded in 
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getting five curlews amongst ns. We saw scarcely any ducks, 
bnt the station master at Llandudno Junction (Mr. D. Evans) 
told us there were plenty to be got in the winter. We saw 
several herons, but they were very wild, mostly rising when we 
were 200 yards ofE. We shot a couple of cormorants, and a lot 
of gulls, &c. No doubt if we had had 4-bore guns our score 
would have been much greater. There are any quantity of 
lapwings, and a few wild pigeons. A sail up the river is very 
enjoyable, and, altogether, Conway is a very good place." 

Corwen. — ^There is a very good hotel at Corwen, which is 
called the Owen Glendower, and by staying there it appears 
that some shooting can be obtained from the landlord himself, 
or from some of the farmers in the neighbourhood, between 
Corwen and Llansynfraid. Lodgings are readily procured either 
in Corwen, or at some of the farmhouses. 

Dolgelly. — I mentioned Dolgelly in connection with Bar- 
mouth ; the two are distant about eight miles from each other, 
and the row or sail on the river is very delightful, as the scenery 
is very charming. A gun should always be carried on such a 
trip, as ducks are frequently met with up the river, particularly 
during hard weather, and many other birds are shot every season 
in or about Dolgelly. The Golden Lion Hotel has been very 
strongly recommended, and an advertisement has besides 
appeared, which states that general wildfowl and mixed shooting 
could be obtained on moderate terms, by applying to Mr. A. W. 
Scott, of the Arthog Hall Hotel, near Dolgelly, North Wales. 
Some of the readers of the Field may possibly have patronised 
this hotel, and a few trite remarks thereon will be very wel- 
come. (See addenda). 

Respecting Mr. Scott's hotel, the following letter will be read 
with interest : — " Having read * Wildf owler's ' letters, in which 
he mentions so many places as eligible fowling stations, I feel 
much surprised that he has passed over North Wales. Now North 
Wales is, according to my own experience one of the very best 
localities on the English coast for enjoying wildf owling in all its 
forms ; punting is almost unknown, in fact I never saw to my 
knowledge a punt and gun in use here, consequently the birds 
are far from wild, and are therefore comparatively easy of 
approach, as there are very few shore shooters, or, indeed, wild- 
fowlers of any class. I have known this coast for the last twelve 
years, and have invariably had capital sport here. The ^oxl I. 
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use is a doable 10-boro, by W. W. Greener, weighing nearly 
121b. I have this year been staying at Artbog Hall Hotel, near 
Dolgelly, proprietor, Mr. John Scott, and during tbe past eight 
days have killed from seventy to eighty head of duck and 
widgeon. There are three flocks of wild geese here, but up to 
the present time I have been unable to get a shot at them. I 
feel sure if * Wildfowler ' were to try his luck here, he would 
be agreeably surprised, for I take it that by his never writing 
about it he has had no personal experience of this coast. 

" Anotheb Wildfowler." 

I will take care to try the spot at the earliest opportunity, and 
am much obliged to " Another Wildfowler " for his hints. 

Flint. — A favourite tramp for local shore shooters is from 
Flint to Baghillt. The distance covers about two miles, and, as 
I said when treating of Baghillt, sometimes on favourable days, 
at high tide, very good sport is to be had, owing to the very 
high sea wall, which there hides the shooter's motions. More- 
over, when the Dee puntsmen have had a shot overnight with 
their swivel guns, an early shore shooter generally picks up one 
or two of their cripples, which have come ashore with the tide. 
The shooter should not venture on the mud there, as it is by far 
too soft to bear a man. Therefore he must have a good retriever 
with him if he wishes to secure his spoils. 

Grassholm Island. — ^This is one of the favourite breeding^ 
stations for gaunets, shearwaters, guillemots, puffins, razor-bills, 
oyster-catchers, hawks, &c. This island is about thirteen miles 
off the land, and the sail is a very pleasurable one in fine weather, 
but of course experienced boatmen must at all times be engaged, 
as the rocks are dangerous. The shooting of sea birds is per- 
fectly free on the island, and seals are often stalked, I under- 
stand from a letter which has recently appeared in the Field, 
and in September and October a raid is often made in their 
caves for their young. These are locally called calves, and if 
taken alive and fed by hand thrive wonderfully. The largest 
number, however, are unmercifully clubbed. Plenty of por- 
poises and black fish are also about the island, and are frequently 
shot with rifles. There are also some Welsh sea otters about 
the rocks, but they require a very careful trapper indeed to be 
secured. Altogether, the island is literally alive with wild birds 
and animals, and if shooting be freely allowed there, I should 
S3jr that a rattling and varied bag ought to be made. * 
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Great Ormeshead. — ^TMs is the headland of Denbighshire, 
near Llandndno, and it is one of the best stations for sea -fowl 
shooting, especially when a storm is blowing, as the birds come 
to the rocks for shelter. Many of those shot, however, would 
be lost, unless the wind blew firom the sea, in which case they 
would be blown ashore. Otherwise, the vast majority of the 
winged birds manage to remain on the water and drift away to 
sea. Great Ormeshead is about half a mile from Llandudno, and 
very often fairish bags are secured, not only of sea fowl, but of 
ducks and other fowl, when they are flighting overhead. 

Haverfordwest. — ^This is a comfortable town to make one's 
headquarters of, for anyone intending visiting the islands in St. 
Bride's Bay and round the south-west part of the Pembroke 
coast, and good accommodation will be found there; but of 
course Milford, with its Haven, is far more handy, and every- 
thing may be secured there for a trip. 

Holyhead. — ^The staple sport at Holyhead consists in sailings 
about outside the harbour after the small bunches of fowl which, 
in winter time, are generaUy to be seen along the coast, or 
cKpping sea birds as they fly across the bows, on their everlasting 
journeys up and down the Irish Channel. Bare birds are often 
thus picked up, particularly divers, which, with certain winds, 
literally abound there. Now and then some visitors launch a 
punt, and go between the island and the shore, or creep up to 
the trips of fowl which may have come for protection into the 
harbour. But it may safely be stated that the vast majority of 
the birds shot in the neighbourhood have been shot from sailing 
boats, or from an ambush on the shore. The hotel accommoda- 
tion at Holyhead is good, and very little interference is to be 
experienced by fowl or seabird shooters, if they confine their 
attentions to the seashore exclusively. Flighting along the 
shore is sometimes pretty successful, but only the local men can 
derive much benefit therefrom, as they know the best spots, and 
keep that knowledge to themselves. A powerful dog is re> 
quired, and not a rash dog, because some parts of the coast are 
very rough and rocky, and an impetuous dog might come to 
grief. Generally speaking, the coast is very lonely indeed, and 
tolerable sport is now and then to be had, but I should not 
recommend the place very strongly as the chances of sport are 
so variable. The following advertisement might be useful = 
'* Shooting over 1800 acres, with partridge, hare, snipe^ 100 wsxftft 
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of rabbit warren ; wildfowl shooting on three lakes and river, 
boats on lakes, and sea shooting free to visitors, at Maelog Lake 
Hotel, Ty-Croes, near Holyhead. — ^Apply Proprietor." 

Holywell. — Holywell has a station on the railway which rnns 
along the southern shore of the river Dee, and I mentioned it in 
connection with the description of the^ sport at Baghillt. Fast 
Holywell station the salt marsh increases greatly in extent, and 
the creeks ofEer far better sport, as they are larger and better, and 
more nnmerons. The marsh affords firm footing between Holy- 
well and Mostyn ; bnt from there, nntil reaching the Point of 
Ayr lighthouse, it is but a muddy ooze, and impracticable for 
sportsmen, except at a few spots, which are only known to local 
men. Between Holywell and Mostyn Colliery the colliers and 
workmen mostly shoot from pits, which they prepare on the 
saltings as already described. The railway runs within a mile 
of the shore, but it in no way affects the attractive properties of 
the ground, and a bag is mostly to be made, if the tide and wind 
are suitable, in proper season. 

Kidwilly. — There are in the neighbourhood of KidwiUy 
several stretches of sandhills, more or less tenanted by rabbits, 
snd shooting thereon is allowed by the lessee at very moderate 
terms, for which application should be made at the inns at 
Kidwilly. 

Lampeter. — ^Lampeter is in Cardiganshire, and about 
twenty-four miles from Carnarvon. Shooting may be obtained 
over 4000 acres of mixed land — covert, marsh, and arable fields 
— ^by staying at the Lion hotel, which is said to be very comfort- 
able, and the charges for the shooting are fairly moderate. 

Laughame. — This village is situated some seven miles from 
Whitland, and formerly some good snipe shooting could be 
obtained on the marsh which adjoins the village. Lately, how- 
ever, the said marsh passed into the hands of Mr. Broadwood, 
who, I heard, preserved it for his own use. Whether he has it 
49till, and keeps it for the same purpose, or wiU allow shooting 
thereon, I am unable to tell. 

Letterstone. — ^Until a year or two ago I understand that 
the Pontvane shootings and fishings were in the hands of Mr. A. 
S. Eeetham, of Pontvane House, Letterstone, South Wales ; and 
from a circular which that gentleman issued I gathered the fol- 
lowing details, which will prove interesting, doubtless, but I 
cannot Bay if thej hold good up to the present day. I give them, 
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therefore, as they used to stand, and for further information 
application had better be made locally. The area of the ground 
and fishings covered about 20,000 acres; the number of th& 
guns was limited to four, and the game consisted of pheasants, 
partridges, woodcock, snipe, landrail, hares, rabbits, wildfowl, 
and golden plover. The house, which is a country seat, was 
stated to be well furnished and very comfortable, standing in the 
midst of the shooting, and beautifully situated, being in park- 
like grounds on the slope of a finely- wooded valley, within four 
and five miles of two market towns, and the same distance from 
the sea. A church stands in the grounds, and there was a post 
to and from the house daily. A kennel of pointers, setters, 
retrievers, spaniels, and terriers was provided, and the dogs were 
worked by competent men. It was stated that the woodcock 
and snipe shooting were very good in the season ; and, as snipe 
bred there, very fair snipe shooting could be had in September, 
intermixed with partridge shooting. Landrail were also gene- 
rally very numerous in September. There was, besides, a fair 
quantity of pheasants, partridges, hares, and rabbits, and large 
numbers of golden plover were killed during the season. The 
terms of subscription per gun, from Sept. 1 to Oct. 1, were B61. 
per month, and from Nov. 1 (when they began beating the 
coverts, and when the woodcocks were in) to Dec. 1 40Z. per 
month. From Jan. 1 to the end of the season 28Z. per month, or 
71. per week. Board, lodging, horses, conveyances, attendance, 
dogs (for sporting purposes) were included in the above charges. 
One-half of all game falling to each sportsman was at his dis- 
posal, or was bought by the lessee at market prices, except 
rabbits, which were reserved. During the summer months, for 
50s. per week, the sportsman was offered board, lodging, trout 
fishing, and rabbit shooting occasionally. It was added that the 
trout fishing was very extensive, the trout very numerous, and 
some of the fishing close to the house. Salmon fishing was also 
within reach, and also sea fishing (the sea being within four 
miles), together with sea bathing, and boats could be had for 
seal shooting. Until recently I saw these shootings advertised 
in the Field under the initials A. S. P., which I conclude were 
Mr. Feetham's ; but whether he holds still the ground, on the 
above terms, at the disposal of visitors, I cannot say. 

Little Haven. — Little Haven, near Milf ord, is the handiest 
spot to make one's headquarters of, who intends visiting the 
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Island of Skormer ; but that of Grassholm will perhaps be more 
easily reached from St. David's. 

Little Ormeshead. — ^This headland is situated half-way 
between Llandnlas and Great Ormeshead. This rocky spot is 
the habitat of all kinds of sea fowl, and, when a passage takes 
place along the coast, all sorts of sea birds and wildfowl can be 
shot there. Abergele or Llandndno are within easy reach of 
both Little Ormeshead or Great Ormeshead, and at times any 
amount of shooting may be obtained off these two headlands. 

UaAdndno. — ^From Bhyl to Llandndno there are a few spots 
where good sport is had; bnt the coast, until one reaches 
Llandudno, is so bare that but little is to be expected. As, how- 
ever, a good deal of sport can be carried on from Llandudno by 
visiting either the Bay of Conway or Great Ormeshead or Little 
Ormeshead, on the whole, during the season, some shooters do 
very well there, and I have heard it spoken of in terms of high 
praise. 

Llanelly. — ^This village, which is in South Wales, appears to 
be eminently suitable for a sportsman's stay. Two advertise- 
ments are now before me, and their contents I will state, leaving 
the responsibility of their promises to those who have inserted 
them. First comes one in which good snipe and wildfowl 
shooting over a large extent of land, and comfortable apart; 
ments, are offered on moderate terms, and the shooting is said to 
begin close to the house. In this case appKcation was to be 
made for further details to Mr. Wrench, of Ferryside, Llanelly, 
Carnarvonshire. The next advertisement stated also that, on 
moderate terms, extensive woodcock and snipe shooting, and 
furnished apartments, could be secured by applying to Mr. W. 
J. Randall, at Llanelly. I have never been there, and do not 
know anyone who has, therefore must leave my readers to make 
their own arrangements in the matter. 

UaAerchymor. — ^At one time this was a very good station 
for wildfowl shooting. Now, it appears, that matters are slightly 
different, but still there is some shooting to be had there. It is, 
however, useless to go only for a day or two, as it takes time to 
find out the best spots in such a vast extent of ground. 

Uanwrlyd. — This is situated between Llandovery and 
Builth, and, according to the " Diary," some fair partridge, 
cock, and snipe shooting could be obtained in the neighbourhood, 
and the best place to put up at was the Dolecoet House. I was 
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never at the place myself, I am sorry to say, so can give no 
further details on the subject. 

Maenchlechy. — This little village, which is in South Wales, 
was formerly notorious for the excellent snipe shooting which 
was to be had in its immediate neighbourhood. This shooting 
used to belong to Mr. Howell, who kept a very good inn there, 
and allowed his visitors to sport over his marsh. Now, however, 
1 hear that Mr. Howell is dead, and that the shooting has been 
let and was kept in private hands ; but whether the said shooting 
is still now held under the same conditions 1 cannot tell, Any- 
way, to prevent mistakes, I thought it best to state all I knew 
about the spot. 

Maentwrog. — There is a very good hotel called the Lloyd's 
in this village, and, by staying at the said hotel, the " Diary " 
stated that leave could be obtained for a little cock and snipe 
shooting. 

Mallwyd. — ^Near this town, which is situated in Montgomery- 
shire, some partridge and woodcock shooting used to be obtained, 
and possibly may be obtained now, by staying at the Peuiarth 
Arms Hotel, attached to which was a shooting of about 1000 acres, 
containing some coverts and good farm lands. Whether the 
sport is to be had now or not 1 cannot say. 

Milford Haven. — In the season some shooters undertake, 
Ih suitable weather, sailing trips from Milford Haven to Grass- 
holm Island and the other islands which surround the coast of 
Pembrokeshire. I have mentioned when dealing with those 
islands the sport which was to be had, therefore I need not now 
give any further specification. 

Mostyn. — Mostyn is situated on the south shore of the river 
Dee, and is about half way between Holywell and Prestatyn. 
The shooting there is very superior to that to be had at Bagillt, 
and the best part thereof consists of that portion between the 
Holywell station and the Mostyn colliery, after which the ground 
becomes so soft as to be almost impracticable until reaching the 
Point of Ayr ; but from within a couple of hundred yards or so 
of the shore, facing the station, the saltings get larger, and the 
latches or creeks increase, not only in width and length, but also 
in nnmbers. Beyond the saltings are the sands, which afEord a 
good footing to the shooter ; and, as duckweed abounds in some 
parts of the said saltings, the fowl rarely fail to visit those beds 
at feeding time, so that occasionally fairish sport is to be had. 
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If one chooses to walk along tlie creeks at low tide, especially 
early in the morning or late in the evening, he will be almost 
certain to get a variety of shots ; bnt the best way for insuring a 
tolerable bag is to dig a pit (as I described before) and to hide 
there until driven to the sea wall by the tide, when some unsus- 
pecting birds are sure to offer a good mark to the sportsman. 
The next best plan is to hide behind the sea wall, close to the head 
of the creek, and at high tide the birds will be brought within 
range as their feeding grounds get covered by the tide, and some 
of them will most certainly flight over the sea wall in their 
search for a resting-place inland. It will be found, generally, 
that there are some favourite spots over which the birds flight ; 
but these can only be found out by long experience, and the local 
men, of course, occupy the best spots, particularly by night. 
Moonlight shooting under such circumstances is exceedingly 
interesting ; but a cloudless sky and a full moon are not very 
conducive to good sport. Ton can hear the birds flying over- 
head, but you cannot see them. If, however, some light clouds 
are here and there in the sky, the chances of good execution are 
thereby greatly increased. Killing ducks by moonlight when 
flighting is, however, very difficult to the inexperienced gunner. 
A duck going fully extended rarely travels at less than forty or 
fifty miles an hour; and this tremendous speed, added to the 
uncertain light and the short time during which the bird can be 
hit, renders flight-shooting, to my mind, the hardest of all kinds 
of shooting. It is a knack, nothing more or less. The thing is 
to keep both eyes open, and pitch the gun well in advance of the 
ducks as they pass overhead — ^the only time you can see them if 
they flight rather high. The best spots to choose are either the 
mouth of the creek, as near the estuary as possible, and keep 
moving up with the tide, or else behind the sea wall, where the 
fowl are known to flight. 

Frestatsrn. — ^As I mentioned just now, from the Mostyn 
Colliery until the lighthouse at Point of Ayr, the softs are so 
soft as to prevent tramping altogether ; but after the lighthouse 
is passed, the shore becomes firm enough again, and fair shooting 
can accordingly be indulged in, up to a few hundred yards of 
Prestatyn. On the left, as one walks thus, will be seen Sir 
Pyers Mostyn's warrens, which consist of the usual sand hills, 
covered here and there with rank grass and prickly bushes. 
Rabbits are very abundant there, but they are strictly preserved. 
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and shore shooters will have to be careful not to ventnre among 
those sand hills. From Prestatyn to Bhyl the sands are yery 
loose, and accordingly the tramping is Yery overpowering, and 
the sport, except when a passage is on, is not so much to be relied 
upon as where the saltings are broad and offer good feeding 
ground ; neyertheless, there are sometimes some shore birds to 
be seen, such as curlews, oyster catchers, &c., when a passage 
is taking place. 

About this spot, the following information was sent me by^a 
correspondent: "I have visited the place several times. There 
are two small saltings with small creeks, where a few small shore 
birds and an occasional redshank may be picked up, and there 
are some duck at the mouth of the estuary, but there is a pro- 
fessional who is always out, and it is really not worth the journey, 
except for the walk and sea air." 

Ramsey Island. — ^This island, which faces the town of St. 
David's, in Pembrokeshire, is most certainly one of the very best 
breeding stations for sea birds. The island itself is very pictur- 
esque, its rocks are simply awful, and those that are inaccessible 
to man are tenanted by millions of all kinds of fowl and sea 
birds, and their noise is perfectly deafening. Guillemots, razor- 
bill, and pufSns are in shoals, and the sight is simply marvellous, 
immense battalions covering the ledges and rocks, whilst files of 
them are on the wing, and clouds squat on the sea. Great 
quantities of seagulls patronise also the spot, and they are not 
the least noisy of the lot. In short, the whole of the island 
might be called a kingdom of sea birds, almost all known species 
being seen there in untold numbers. The island is, therefore, a 
capital place for a naturalist who wishes to pick up rare speci- 
mens. Care, however, should be taken to remain to windward of 
the place, as the foul stench of its inhabitants is simply over- 
powering. Seals, cormorants, and porpoises often afPord innumer- 
able targets for the rifle, and, on the whole, I should imagine 
that a few visits paid to Ramsay Island would well repay a 
naturalist who could handle well the shot gun and rook rifle. An 
artist would also find there good scope for his powers of observa- 
tion, as everybody who visits the spot must be struck with the 
grandeur of the scene. 

Bliyl. — ^The chief sport of Bliyl consists in shore shooting 
along the sands. I mentioned, when treating of Prestatyn, that 
there were warrens along the coast between the two towns, but 

I 



114 Public Shooting Quarters, 

that they were strictly preserved. Therefore shooting on the 
sands is the only sport which can be indulged in on that side of 
the town ; bnt on the other side, nntil nearing the Great Ormes- 
head, one comes to a fairish bit of feeding ground, particularly 
near the latter town. 

St. David's. — From St. David's many sailing trips can be 
undertaken to the islands of Ramsey, Gressholm, Skomar, and 
Shokham, the Bishop Rocks, Bery Island, &c., and the scenery 
is unrivalled. The islands above-mentioned, most of which I 
have already described, are first-rate stations for seaf owl ; and 
anyone who wants to pick up specimens could hardly do better 
than make a somewhat lengthened stay at St. David's. The 
accommodation will be found good. There are three hotels, and 
many of the inhabitants of the town let lodgings to visitors, the 
charges, from all accounts, being moderate. Moreover, Mr. W: 
Williams, of the Grove Hotel, advertises good snipe and wild- 
fowl shooting. Those in search of such sport might, therefore, 
apply to him for terms and further information. 

St. Gowan. — This is another good breeding station for sea- 
fowl on the Pembrokeshire coast, and weU worthy of the visits 
of naturalists. 

Skomar Island. — This island is within a mile or so of the 
coast of Pembrokeshire, and it can be reached either from St. 
David's or from Milford Haven. It is a breeding station for 
guillemots, razorbills, puffins, sea gulls, crows, oyster catchers, 
&c. 

Stack Socks. — Sea birds are abo found on these rocks in 
great abundance. 

Towyn. — I believe that there is some wild shooting to be had 
near this Welsh town. Snipe are said to be plentiful in the 
marshes, and woodcock, in the season, are also tolerably abundant 
in the coverts. There is a rabbit warren in the neighbourhood, 
and shooting is allowed there by payment of a fee. Application 
to the hotel would, however, be requisite, in order to obtain the 
terms and dates of vacancies. 

A sportsman sends me the subjoined about 

Valley (near Holyhead). — " If you think the following worth 
recording, and wish for more in the same way, I shall only be 
too happy to give all information that lays in my power. About 
this shooting quarter in Wales — ^viz.. Valley, a village about four 
miles from Holyhead — I beg to say that in winter thousands of 
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duck, widgeon, teal, &c., may be seen on the water which 
separates the above village from Holyhead. Both sides of the 
Straits being free for shooters, a great number of local sports- 
men are met with, but only two puntsmen do ever pay the place 
a visit. They are London sportsmen, and repair there for three 
or four months in the season every year. From what I have seen 
and heard, they get good bags. One of the party told me that 
in 1878 he, with lib. shot No. 1, bagged fifty-three mallard and 
teal, at over 120 yards. At that time, and up till the end of 
1879, the adjoining marshes used to be free, but now this is not 
the case. Snipe are abundant in these marshes, but of course 
they cannot be shot without permission. The native plan of 
lying in wait for the fowl passing over the railway-bridge in 
their flight for the sea, often pays those that do it well. In fact, 
a companion and myself have been at it several times, often 
returning home empty-handed, but at times with a good bag. 
Looking over my shooting notes of 1879, 1 find that after two 
hours' shooting in the morning of the 5th of January that year, 
my bag contained eighteen ducks, three teal, five curlews, and a 
crane ; while my companion bagged eleven ducks, nine teal, and 
ten redshanks. Good accommodation can be had at the Yalley 
Hotel, the proprietor of which will gladly give all information in 
his power to anyone who might apply to him. I usually go down 
for a month's shooting every season." 

From this account clearly the place deserves being known, 
and my correspondent is entitled to our united thanks for his 
unselfishness in sending me his information. 

(See also Addenda.) 
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My list of Welsh stations haying come to an end, I now take 
in hand Scotland — ^abont which, however, my notes are some- 
what meagre. 

Bumtislaiid. — From this place np to St. Andrew's it 
appears that some good wildfowl shooting can be had, and seals 
now and then also appear. The flocks of fowl which sometimes 
congregate in the Firth of Forth are very large, so that a good 
deal of sport is to be had with them. A good many sea birds 
also patronise the shores, and, the coast being very lonely — 
particularly ronnd the Point of Orail — ^gunners will find 
plenty of scope for their skill. 

Damsay Island. — Yery fair sport is to be had there at 
times, but one should stay two or three days at the place. It 
is within an easy sail of Kirkwall, where craft can be readily 
secured. 

Deemess. — On this peninsula plenty of seabirds and a few 
ducks may be obtained. 

Dingwall. — ^Dingwall is situated at the head of the Oro- 
marthy Firth, over which a good deal of punting is carried 
on in the season. It appears, however, that the native 
punters combine among themselves so as to drive away strangers 
visiting the place for the purpose of wildfowl shooting. I have 
already expressed my views on the point, and was blamed by a 
correspondent for having stated that if I were annoyed when 
wildfowl shooting by men who would fire off their guns purposely 
to disturb my fowl, I would reverse the tables by treating them 
in the same manner myself, or, if called away, by sending a man 
down to carry on the experiment. I do not see why this plan 
should deserve blame. Why should these men be allowed to 
have their own way P If served in the same style I warrant they 
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would soon come to their senses, which is just what I would 
want to bring them to. However, it appears that in the Firth a 
good deal of sport is to be had in proper weather, and I am 
perfectly conyinced that if those of the natives who deal with 
strangers in a manner worthy of savages were to be treated in 
the same way, they wonld soon take care to leave strangers alone 
to enjoy the sport in peace. 

Dnndee. — ^This town, which is situated on the north shore of 
the Firth of Tay, afPords first-rate accommodation for wildfowl 
shooters. I know, however, nothing personally, of this 
neighbourhood, my information being derived from the " Diary," 
and therefore I append the following letters^ which will throw 
some light on the sport to be had on the Tay : — 

First letter : — 

''I was considerably surprised to find amongst the list of 
suitable stations in Scotland, the following, all situated on the 
Tay, viz., Dundee, Errol, Inchture, Newburgh (not Newbergh), 
and Newport. As a resident on the banks of the Tay for a 
number of years, and being intimately acquainted with every 
part of it, I am in a position to speak authoritatively on the 
matter, and I beg to say that any one taking the trouble to come 
so far north, expecting to get wildfowl shooting, will return 
woefully disappointed. I have been afloat almost daily in all 
kinds of craft, in the summer season, for a long period of years, 
and have frequently gone out with a friend in the winter season, 
properly equipped with heavy artillery, but there was no getting 
within range of the birds. Whenever the hard weather, or an 
easterly gale sends them into the Tay, they are at once looked 
after by all the sportsmen in the neighbourhood, and con- 
sequently get so wild as to be ahnost unapproachable. No kind 
of suitable craft can be had on hire for this sport at Dundee. 
There are a few professional puntsmen, and one or two amateurs 
who have punts and look after the geese, &c., that visit the shores 
above Dundee, but I have heard nothing but complfunts of poor 
sport in that neighbourhood for some winters. In fact, to prove 
this, I may state that I know one gentleman — a keen sports- 
man, and a correspondent of the Field — ^who migrates with 
his punt and a battery of guns regularly every season to the far 
North, as he finds the sport on the Tay not worth remaining for. 
The shootings on both banks of the Tay above high water mark 
are all strictly preserved, and no district open to the public, so 
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far as 1 have heard. The sudden storms which frequently 
spring up in the Tay, together with the rapid current when the 
tide is ebbing, not to mention the numerous sand banks, make 
boating very dangerous to those unacquainted with the river. 
Only recently — as was noted in your columns — a party of three 
sportsmen were drowned by the upsetting of a boat on New 
Year's Day, while out wildfowl shooting on the Tay." 

Second letter : 

" WiU you kindly allow me to correct some of your remarks 
on the wildf owling stations of the Firth of Tay P Dundee is 
by no means a suitable place for shooting ; the boats are merely 
open sailing boats. There are no punts, as the shooting grounds 
are too far away, and the shore shooting is worth nothing. 
With a sailing boat, in suitable weather, one occasionally gets 
some sport at seaf owl down the estuary ; but the tides are very 
strong, and in rough weather there is a short breaking sea to 
deal with. 

"I never before heard of Errol and Inchture as shooting 
quarters. They are situated respectively one nule and three 
miles inland, in a highly cultivated and strictly preserved 
district ; and I may here say that neither in their neighbourhood, 
nor anywhere else along the shores of the estuary, from the head 
to the open sea, is there a square inch of free shooting, unless 
below high-water mark. 

" The shore abreast of the two places above named is of no 
use to the shooter afoot, as it is lined along by reed brakes, 
through which it is impossible to walk, and there are no suitable 
places for keeping punts, as the tide dries out from half a nule 
to a mile from the shore, and remains so for six or seven hours 
every tide. 

" The ' Diary ' was wrong in saying that brent geese abound 
on this part of the Firth. There are none; and it was only 
the other day that a professional shooter, who has punted on this 
particular part of the Firth for about twenty-five years, told me 
that he had never seen a brent goose. The species which come 
to the upper waters of the Tay are the grey lag and pink-footed 
goose. They are utterly unapproachable during the day, and it 
is only at rare intervals that a shot can be had, and then only 
during the first and last quarters of the moon, full moon being 
too bright. 

" Newburgh is certainly the best place to shoot from with a 
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pnnt, as it is always possible to get afloat; but the place is 
occupied by several professional pnnters, who leave but little 
for the amateur. These professionals all use single-handed 
punts, and are thus of no use to the stranger who does not 
bring a punt with him. 

" * Wildfowler ' mentions a particular pool of water left by 
the receding tide abreast of Inchtyre as being noted for teal. 
His informant must have referred to a far back date. I have 
shot, more or less, on the Tay for the last fifteen years, and 
during that time 1 have seen only six teal. 

'' The last place he mentions is * Newport.' It is across the 
water from Dundee; has no shooting at all; has not even a 
shore to walk on ; and has no accommodation for keeping boats 
or pxmts. So I conclude he meant 'Tayport,' three or four 
miles further down the Eirth, where there is a consideiable 
stretch of sandy coast, and some of the usual open sea ^oast 
shooting. 

** The Tay is by no means a good place for punting, for several 
reasons ; and one of these is, that it lies in such a direction that 
the south.west wind, of which we have so much, blows right 
down it, and when such is the case there is no shelter. Another 
objection is, that there is no good feeding ground for ducks, 
and consequently they come to the water merely for the purpose 
of resting, and when they have not the attraction of food they 
are much more easily made shy by being shot at. " W. A. B." 

I have only to say that my information was gleaned from the 
" Diary ; " but, of course, my first correspondent's and W. A. B.'s 
information being up to date, and local, is more to be relied 
upon. I, therefore, give both letters in their entirety. 

Enrol. — ^According to the " Diary" this town, on the Firth of 
Tay, was one of the best head-quarters in Scotland for wildfowl 
shooting. I have heard of the place myself, and was told that, 
properly equipped, any amount of fowl could be bagged from 
there up to the mouth of the estuary. Along the opposite shore 
of the Firth particularly, good sport could be had, the place 
being very lonely and deserted. Fair snipe shooting could also 
be got in the neighbourhood, and it was said to be free, but 
readers should see letters about Tay — vide Dundee. 

Fara Island. — This island is within a few miles of Strom- 
ness, in Orkney, and there is always some wildfowl shooting to 
be had around its coast. 
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Inchtnre. — This village is within two miles of Errol, which 
I have already described. It is midway between Dundee and 
Perth, on the estuary of the Tay. The inn at the village is very 
comfortable, large quantities of wildfowl and sea fowl were 
said to be shot, and snipe are frequently found on the saltings. 
The '' Diary '' also said that geese abounded, and, about a mile 
from Inchture, on the Dundee side, there is a long jetty, near 
which the receding tide leaves a considerable pool of water, and 
this pool is frequently resorted to by teal, and noted as such. 
{8ee Dundee.) 

Inverness. — ^Inverness is on the south shore of the Murray 
Firth, in which some wildfowl shooting is to be obtained, 
although, as a correspondent lately pointed out, notwithstanding 
that there are vast numbers of ducks of various kinds, and 
geese, they afford poor sport to the punt shooter, for the reason 
that they only go to the water for rest, preferring the upland 
marshes and lochs^-of which there are many — ^as feeding 
grounds. From this I conclude that the staple sport, until a 
severe frost, on the Murray Firth must be flighting. Neverthe- 
less there are a few punters who patronise the estuary, and it 
appears that there the shore shooters are very bitter against 
them, and frequently make it a practice of firing ofE their guns 
whenever they see a puntsman setting to birds. The town 
of Inverness being a large one, good accommodation may be 
expected, and doubtless, by proper inquiries, the visitor could be 
well equipped for his sport, and should not mind what the shore 
shooters can do to annoy him, the estuary being wide enough to 
afford scope for both shore-shooting and puntiug. 

Kirkwall. — Near Kirkwall, in Orkney, very good sport can 
be obtained with wildfowl on the Loch of Stennis, says the 
"Diary," either from a boat or by standing on the Bridge of 
Waith at flight time. This sport is generally carried on in 
October. One may also sail from Kirkwall to the Bay of Firth, 
round the islet of Damsay and the holm of Grimbuster. As 
already stated, at Damsay good duck shooting is sometimes to 
be had. As for game, it is strictly preserved all about the 
islands, therefore care must be taken not to trespass. 

Vew Aberdour. — ^Near this town, in Aberdeenshire, it 
appears that some grouse and mixed shooting may be rented 
from the landlord of the Robertson's Inn. It is also stated that 
very good sea-fowl shooting could be had along the coast. 
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Vewbu^h. — Newbnrgh is within seven or eight miles of 
Perth, on the Firth of Tay, and the sport, of coarse, is identical 
with that to be obtained at Errol, Inchtore, and Dandee. A few 
snipe, besides the wildfowl shooting — ^which is very good — can 
be had, and the shooting, of conrse, is free to all-comers. {See 
Dxmdee.) 

Newport. — ^This village is sitnated also on the south shore of 
the Firth of Taj, and is just opposite Dundee, therefore near the 
mouth of the estuary. The shooting at times is excellent. {See 
Dundee.) 

Sissay Little Island. — This island lies seven or eight 
miles south-east of Stromness, in Orkney, and there are gene- 
rally a few ducks to be seen about its shores, and, in winter 
time, velvet duck and long-tailed duck (H. glacialis) are to be 
found in its neighbourhood. The sail is a very interesting one, 
and the sport amusing, although the bags are never very large. 

Sanday Island. — On this island are several lochs, which 
are much frequented by wildfowl. The place is easily reached 
from Kirkwall by sea, but there is only one inn on the island ; it 
is called the Castle Hill Inn, and is about a mile from Kettletoft 
Pier. 

St. Andrew's. — Yery excellent wildfowl shooting is to be 
had from this place, which is within easy reach both of the Firth 
of Tay and the Firth of Forth, between which it stands. A few 
seal are also shot there yearly. 

Shetland Islands. — Bound the coast, seafowl, seals, and 
sea birds are plentiful, and no permission is required to shoot. 
It also stated that there were a few hares in the islands, and 
many rabbits in some parts, but that the bunnies generally kept 
in the face of the cliffs, and therefore were unassailable. 

Stromness> — Stromness is certainly the best place to visit in 
Orkney from a wildfowl shooting point of view. A local sports- 
man tells me that two miles east of Stromness, in the Bay of 
Ireland, he has occasionally seen a good many wildfowl in hard 
weather, when the freshwater lochs were frozen up, particularly 
wild duck, which resort there on account of some fresh water 
running into the sea. Near Stromness are the two islands of 
Rissay and Fara, both of which have already been noticed, and 
whereabouts some sport is generally to be obtained. Seals are 
frequently shot round about the coast, and in some quarters are 
said to be plentiful. 
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Tain Firth (Sntherland). — ^It is said that plenty of wildfowl 
torn ap there dnring the winter, bnt that the shooting is over- 
done, a very large number of sportsmen taking part in it when- 
eyer the birds appear. 

Westray Island. — ^This island is within easy sail of Kirk- 
wall (Orkney), and there is a very good inn there, so that 
shooters may make themselyes comfortable. Fairish wildfowl 
shooting is sometimes to be had on and abont the island. 

This concludes the list of the few spots about which I can 
give any information on the Scotch coast, and if any readers 
would give me further details, any hints would be most accep- 
table. 
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Achill, Island of. — Shooting on the island is now entirely 
in private hands, so that strangers must take care not to trespass 
anywhere when shooting along the shore, bnt it appears that 
visitors at the hotel, may, however, obtain permission. The 
staple sport is seafowl, wildfowl, and seal shooting. From all 
accounts there is no better seal shooting in the British Kingdom, 
and many visitors are attracted thereby. As regards wildfowl 
shooting, in winter time it is very good, as the lakes in the island 
then teem with wildfowl. 

Ardara. — ^The marsh at Ardara being next to the sea shore, 
in winter time wildfowl are bound to be found there, but it 
would be desirable to make arrangements with the landlord of 
the inn, so that he might send word when it would be worth 
the shooter's while to pay the place a visit. Seafowl and scab 
are to be shot along the coast, and there are a few grouse inland. 
Leave to go after the latter, however, has to be obtained first. 
As for the marsh, it is, or used to be, unpreserved. There is a 
large rabbit-warren near, but, as it is strictly preserved, visitors 
must take care not to trespass. 

Athlone. — The river Shannon is a notoriously good place for 
wildfowl shooting during the winter. Greese, ducks, widgeon, 
teal, and swans sometimes abound, and, occasionally, very large 
bags have been made. At Athlone, it appears that good lodgings 
and fair hotel accommodation can be had on reasonable terms, 
and that boats for wildfowl shooting can be had at 58. per day 
with a man. These are the cheapest terms I have ever heard 6(. 
There is also a large bog round the town, where snipe and wild- 
fowl are said to be tolerably numerous, but whether this bog is or 
not free to all comers, I am unable to say. There is also a little 
grouse shooting to be had in the neighbourhood, but application 
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for this had better be made to some of the hotel proprietors. 
Abont two miles ofE is Lough Rea, through which the river 
Shannon flows, and there, from a boat, excellent sport is to be 
had. An abundance of wildfowl and snipe is also to be found at 
Seven Churches, seven miles from Athlone, and Lough Winchen, 
about ten miles off, but a stranger should never venture alone on 
any trip of the sort, as, without a native to accompany him, he 
might get lost. 

Ballina.— The '' Shooter's Diary " stated that wildfowl and 
snipe shooting T^as to be obtained near Ballina, and that there 
are three good hotels and some private lodgings in the town. 
The nearest railway station, however, is eight mUes oft. 

Banno. — Banno is about seven miles north-east of the Hook, 
county Waterford. The best way to pay the bay a visit is to 
start from Dunmore with a suitable sailing yacht or sailing boat. 
The bar, however, being dangerous on account of the shifting 
nature of the sand, the services of a local pilot are absolutely 
requisite, and the attempt to clear the bar should only be made at 
high tide. The bay itself is swarming with shallow sandbanks, 
so that an inexperienced crew would be bound to come to grief. 
The bay is patronised pretty extensively by wildfowl, but punting 
alone would be successful there, and the best months would be 
from November tiU the latter end of January. The punters 
should scull quietly until nearing the favourite feeding spots of 
the fowl, and, by waiting there until the tide crowds them 
together, sometimes a very heavy shot may be had. There are 
very few shooters who visit the spot, and, therefore, very good 
sport may be expected. Shore birds abound there, and any 
naturalist who would be in search of specimens could spend a 
few days pleasurably at Banno. Dunmore is about an hour and 
a half s sail from the bay, and good accommodation can be had 
in the town. 

BelfiaiSt Lough. — ^This lough extends for some twelve or 
thirteen miles from the town to the sea, and it is an excellent 
station for the wildfowl shooter. Application for craft and 
suitable men should be made to the leading Belfast gunsmith, 
whose name I now forget, but who wrote me last winter, 
stating that good sport was to be had. I had had also private 
information relating to the spot, and an article which was 
published in the Field proved conclusively that an experienced 
sportsman could do exceedingly well in the wildfowl shooting 
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line on Belfast Lough. I have never shot there, but have 
travelled on the railway from Lame to Belfast, which runs 
along one of the shores of the lough, and I have come to the 
conclusion that the whole place looked eminently attractive to 
fowl of all kinds. Sailing is sometimes indulged in, but the 
heaviest shots, of course, are made from punts, with swivel guns. 
There are also many excellent flighting spots, and, on the whole, 
I think I may safely recommend this lough to any shooters who 
may be handy for the spot. 

Belmallet. — BelmaUet is a capital spot for the wildfowl and 
seal shooter. The coast all roxmd this quarter swarms with 
seals, and the best spots are the Broad Haven and Black Bod 
Bays. There is also, within a five miles sail, an island called 
Inniskea, which is celebrated for seals. The rocks which con- 
stitute the coast of this island, form a lot of caves, in which the 
seals abound. They are mostly pursued with spears and hatchets. 
I, personally, do not care much for this sort of pursuit, but some 
men are very enthusiastic about it. The hotel at Belmallet is 
fairly comfortable, but if better accommodation stUl be desired, 
it will be found at Westport. From Westport to the stays of 
Broad Haven any amount of seals are to be seen in Clew Bay, 
and round the Achill Island, which I have already mentioned, 
and round the Mullet Island up to the Haven. Wildfowl now 
and then come in very large numbers between the islands and 
the coast, and a good deal is also done by flighting. 

Bray. — Bray is situated about seven or eight miles from 
Kingstown, near Dublin. In open weather very few fowl are 
to be seen off Bray, but in hard winters, occasionally many 
hundreds patronise the bay. There is, however, no shooting 
worth mentioning going on there, and barring two or three men 
who perambulate the shore, the wildfowl shooting is pretty well 
nil. There are, nevertheless, sometimes a good many shots to 
be had, but not without big guns. The neighbourhood has 
always a lot of cormorants, which are to be seen here, there, 
almost everywhere. They, however, are not of any use to the 
shooter, who, therefore, lets him alone, unless he requires speci- 
mens for stuffing purposes. When a storm rages about the coast 
more shooters turn up, and these hide on the shore, and generally 
succeed in making tolerable bags, consisting mostly of curlews, 
oyster-catchers, sea-birds, and, now and then, a few fowl proper, 
clipped on their way to the inland bogs and marshes. The 
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sea-fishing off Bray is occasionally very good, particularly during 
antnmn, when the yonng codlings make their appearance, and 
sometimes parties are made, who go to sea in local boats, with 
lines, sea-lngs for bait, and gnns wherewith to cHp cormorants, 
sea-birds, or fowl, should any come within range. Bray is 
easUy reached from Dublin by train, and the coast is very rough 
and picturesque. Boats are readily obtainable, and the accom- 
modation is good, most of the inhabitants letting lodgings to 
visitors, and the hotels are fair. 

Buttevant. — ^This is a large military station, and there used 
to be very good snipe shooting to be had in the neighbourhood. 
I do not know whether it is available now to strangers, but an 
application to the landlord of the inn will solve the difficulty. 
The said inn is reputed to be very comfortable. 

Cahirciveen. — In the neighbourhood of this town there is 
a bog, in which snipe, teal, &c., occasionally abound. Informa- 
tion should be obtained as to the proper time to go, from the 
landlords of the various hotels. 

Carrick-on-Shaniioii. — ^The wildfowl shooter who wishes 
to patronise the Shannon, might start from Oarrick-on-Shannon 
and go up to Athlone, of which a description of the sport to be 
obtained there has already appeared. It seems that in some 
parts the landlords, whose lands adjoin the shore, forbid shooters 
from landing, so that sportsmen will do well to content them- 
selves with shooting from a boat or punt, when they will be 
entirely free from interruption or interference as long as they 
remain sporting over salt water. 

Comieiiiara. — ^Visitors staying at the Recess Hotel, Oonne- 
mara, Co. Galway, will find fairish sport on the shooting 
attached to the hotel. From the hotel advertisements I gather 
that there are 25,000 acres of mixed shooting open to visitors, 
and various communications which have appeared in the Field 
point out to the fact that the sport is really genuine. A sports- 
man signing his letter " Dew " thus wrote lately : — " Having 
just returned from the Recess Hotel, via Galway, where we 
were induced to go through an advertisement in the Field, it 
occurs to me that some of your readers who may be on the 
look-out, as we were, for a little rough shooting, may be in- 
terested in knowing what sport we had. In thirteen days 
shooting (two guns), from Nov. 18 to Dec. 2, chiefly over the 
dogs belonging to the hotel, we bagged 28 woodcock, 28 grouse. 
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53 snipe, 19 hares, 13 wildfowl, 11 golden plover, and 3 various. 
We were exceedingly comfortable, the attention we received 
from everyone connected with the establishment being most 
gratifying." Another gentleman, who signed himself *^ Semper 
Yigilans," gave also in the paper a full description of a day's 
shooting which he had on the ground belonging to the Recess 
Hotel, and his total for three and a half hours shooting was 
seven and a half brace of grouse and a leash of hares, on Aug. 15, 
two years ago, and he declared that he might have killed twenty 
brace, and he was certain that very good sport could be obtained 
there. The woodcock and snipe shooting, he was told, was 
excellent in winter time, and he added that the hotel accommo- 
dation was very good, and the charges very moderate. This 
being so, I think that shooters who are inclined to give Ireland 
a trial, would do well to patronise that hotel. The BaUinahinch 
fishery is close at hand, and visitors can fish there on moderate 
terms. The Glendalough, which adjoins the hotel, contains 
white trout and salmon in abundance, so that, what with angling, 
and what with shooting, a sportsman ought to be made happy 
there. The hotel is situated some forty miles from Gralway, and 
there is no other means of reaching it but by driving to it, and 
the moors adjoin the hotel. From another advertisement I 
gather that a large tract of shooting ground, said to be abound- 
ing with woodcock, snipe, partridge, hares, and wild duck, was 
attached to the Leenane Hotel, Oonnemara, via Galway. The 
terms were 61. per week for shooting and board, and the 
advertisement concluded by stating that capital seal and wild- 
fowl shooting could be had in the Bay, free of charge, of course, 
except for boats and men. Application was to be made to 
Mr. B. M'Keown. I do not kiow whether this. hotel is still 
being carried on, and the terms hold good. The Bay alluded to 
is doubtless the Oashell Bay, which is within easy reach of the 
Recess Hotel, and a capital spot, with which I will now deal. 

Cashell Bay. — ^This Bay is but a short drive from the 
Recess, and is a capital place of resort for wildfowl and sea- 
fowl. AH sorts of birds are to be shot there, but a good single 
4-bore or a double fuU-choked and full chambered 8-bore, should 
be used for first shots, and an ordinary 12-bore for the cripples. 
The sport, at times, is said to be first-rate, and visitors at the 
hotels, Oonnemara, should certainly give the place a trial. 
Intending visitors, however, should always wire or write before- 
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hand to the numageiB, so as to aseertam tlie news and secure 
aeeommodatuni. 

Cosurwater. — ^It is said that enilews and shore birds abound 
in the neighboorhood. 

DallE^ lalaad. — ^Dalkey itself is a village within an easy 
ride by tram or jaonting ear, walk or sail, of Kingstown harboor. 
Wheneyer Igo to Ireland I inyariably make it a role either to drire 
on a ear to the Tillage, and there hire a boat and a man and go to 
the island opposite, near which shore we come to an anchor and 
fish ; or else, if the wind be suitable, I hire a man and craft from 
Kingstown, and we do the jonmey by sea. The tide, howcTer, 
nms yery fast off Dalkey, which interferes now and then 
with the hookers. NeverUieless, the sport in dne season is 
exceedingly good, and I have often caught there dozens of fish 
in a few honrs by remaining between the island and the shore 
proper. Dalkey Island is an nncnltiyated and rocky island, on the 
east promontory of which a fort has been bnilt. This is in charge 
of a few soldiers, and no one interferes with anybody who chooses 
to shoot or to angle from the shore. By ensconcing oneself in 
the rocks near the sea, and keeping well hidden, a few shots may 
be had at cnrlews and cormorants, but nnless one has a good 
retriever or a boat handy, the spoUs are lost, being carried away 
to sea by the tide. Moreover, as there is only one spot on the 
island where a small boat can land without running the risk of 
being smashed to bits, the trouble of picking up birds with a 
boat is very great. Therefore a good retriever is a desirable 
acquisition. With a good rook rifle fine fun is to be had with 
the cormorants, especially when a strong wind is blowing, as 
they drift past the island. The wind prevents them from hear- 
ing the report of the rifle, and also causes you to miss them 
most amusingly. They do not always get up after a bullet has 
struck near them, but sometimes merely look up in alarm and 
dive, and of course, on their reappearance, another salute meets 
them. With my Holland rook rifle, on a still day, I would 
hardly miss them if they were within range, the bullets speeding 
so true to their biUet ; but I always preferred a windy day, for 
the very reason that the difficulties in hitting the birds were so 
much more increased. Sometimes, if one is well hidden in his 
ambush, a curlew (and occasionally several of them) comes and 
settles on the island, and stalks amongst the sea-weed in search 
of food, and as he is sure to call at some time or other, his 
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presence would be soon detected. But, to find his whereabouts, 
the shooter must not show himself at all. He must keep well 
behind intervening rocks, and when he thinks by the sound that 
the bird is within range, he should tear a handful of weeds, prop 
them up quietly over a rock, take off his hat, and rise very 
quietly and steadily until his eyes get on a level with the rock, 
and he can, through the weeds, spy the bird. The rest is simple 
enough. Grently placing the barrel in line, calculating the 
distance, arranging the sight, cocking, aiming, and pulling, and 
the curlew has gone to his happy feeding ground ; or is missed. 
This is very amusing, particularly when you have been grazing 
your shins against some fifty or sixty yards of dangerous rocks, 
which have bothered you not a little. I may say that, as the 
birds are not much shot at there and thereabouts, they are not 
particularly wild, but still the constitutional wariness of a curlew 
very rarely leaves him. The last time, however, that I was 
fishing in a boat off Dalkey Island, I had no gun, and one of 
these birds settled on a rock within fifteen yards of us for a few 
seconds, and then went and settled again within fifty yards, and 
he began feeding, and continued to do so for fully a quarter of 
an hour. 

Dingle.— Dingle is situated on the northern shore of the 
Dingle Bay. The ground is very marshy for some extent 
around the town, and, accordingly, in winter time very fair snipe 
shooting is to be had there. For further details about this spot, 
application should be made to the Dingle hotels. As regards 
the estuary, it is, of course, open to all, and at the mouth of the 
Dingle Bay, near the Atlantic Telegraph Station, any amount 
of seafowl may be killed, as the cliffs abound with them. For 
wildfowl, however, better sport is to be expected higher up the 
estuary, especially when a strong east wind is blowing, as then 
the fowl go up for shelter. 

Dublin. — Concerning the Bay of Dublin, the most conflicting 
opinions have been given lately respecting its sporting capa- 
bilities, some correspondents pointing out that even at the 
present day plenty of wildfowl and seafowl were to be seen, and 
others declaring that such was not the case, and, as both sides 
are composed of local men, this fact renders their views all the 
more puzzling. I must say that it seems to me very strange that 
such differences of opinion can arise on what, after all, must be 
simply matters of fact. I have not visited Dublin Bay on sport 
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intent for some years, therefore I cannot say what its prospects 
may be now, bnt certainly at the time I visited it there was no 
kck of birds of all kinds to be seen there. Indeed, I often 
wondered at the almost total absence of gunners ; barring two 
or three yachts which were ont in fine weather, and a shooter or 
two who tramped on the sands on the Kingstown shore, nobody 
seemed to pay the slightest attention to the birds. Of coarse 
matters may have considerably altered since then, but that is 
the resnlt of my own experience. As far as I am concerned, I 
have seen in the Bay swans. Brent geese, ducks, teal, widgeon, 
cnrlews, oyster-catchers, shanks, divers, cormorants, and any 
amount of the smaller fry, but how the spot may be now as 
regards patronage of birds; is a decision which cannot be 
readily arrived at when, actually, some local residents say that 
none are to be seen, and others protest that there are plenty of 
them. Surely the matter could easily be solved. I may add 
that in cold weather, so tame do the birds get, that fowl not only 
have come in numbers, even in Kingstown Harbour, but, in the 
winter of 1872-3, 1, who write this, have seen near the piers, 
and certainly within ten yards of me, some birds feeding and 
diving quite unconcernedly, and everyone of the buoys which were 
not in use in the harbour was literally crowded with divers and 
cormorants, which were swayed about to and fro by the tide, 
on what should have been a place of rest. If these wild birds 
are so tame as to allow passers by to walk within a few yards of 
them, I should say it ought to argue well for the chances of 
sport outside the harbour, where all is peace and stillness. 

Dmidalk. — ^This is another very good station for wildfowl 
shooting, all sorts of craft may be secured there, and any 
amount of accommodation is to be obtained. The Arthur 
Hotel is highly recommended, and the proprietor will doubtless 
give acceptable hints if applied to. 

Dwigloe. — The staple sport at Dungloe is wildfowl shooting, 
which is very good in winter time on the lochs which adjoin the 
sea. The flighting spots between the lochs and the sea are 
much patronised, and occasionally excellent bags are made there. 
Loch Meenmore is considered the best of the several lochs 
which are in the neighbourhood. There are some decent hotels 
and inns at Bungloe, and it appears that some shooting is to be 
had without much trouble thereabouts. 

Cflottdore, — Yery good wildfowl and snipe shooting is to be 



Ireland. 131 

had here, especially as a good deal of the surroimdiiig conntry is 
nnpreserved. As regards the sea shooting, it is, of course, open 
to all, and the place being lonely and eminently suitable to fowl, 
the sport is, in the season, particularly good. Comfortable and 
cheap accommodation is to be had at Glandore. For shooting 
over the inland bogs a guide would be necessary, as some of the 
adjoining lands are preserved. 

Chireedore. — Bound about this town are several fair snipe 
bogs, and on the stream ducks and teal are very often put up. 
Information from the hotels should be had, as sometimes the 
place is overdone with shooters. 

Haxrrison's Bay. — This is a great place of resort for 
curlews and shore birds. 

Holywood. — ^Mear Holywood there is a somewhat extensive 
warren, but I believe it is now preserved and inaccessible to the 
public. Belfast Lough, however, is handy for wildfowl shooters, 
and at sea oft the coast, immense numbers of guiUemots, puffins, 
<&c., are to be seen. 

Howth. — ^Visitors to Ireland who travel by the Kingstown 
Mail steamers or Dublin steamers, cannot fail to have noticed 
immense numbers of sea birds sitting on, or flying over, the sea, 
when they were crossing the channel. During my numerous 
journeys to Ireland I have never failed to see thousands of those 
birds, and on every voyage, had shooting been allowed from the 
steamer's decks, I could easily have bagged scores of birds, as 
some of them literally just swam out of the way of the steamer, 
and only got up when the noise of the paddle-wheels disturbed 
their equanimity. Besides puffins, razor bills, and guillemots, 
there were, as the steamer drew near the coast of Ireland, 
numberless cormorants, and now and then long files of ducks 
and widgeon were to be seen on the wing or squatting on the 
sea. Many of the seaf owl make their headquarters near Howth, 
and from Kingstown a very favourite trip for shooters consists 
in going in yachts or fishing smacks to sea, past the Howth 
Lighthouse, even as far as Malahide. Now and then very good 
shots are to-be had thus, and many very rare birds have been 
bagged on that coast. The landscape is very rugged and 
extremely fascinating. Generally the trips are made double- 
handed ones, inasmuch as the shooters usually carry sea lines 
and bait aboard, and I have on several occasions enjoyed myself 
very much indeed when thus engaged. If going from Kings- 
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town, care should be taken to have either a low tide or a flood 
tide to get into the harbour with, unless one should have a very 
strong fair wind, because on the ebb the tide rushes out of the 
harbour with such speed as to render sailing in, if the wind is at 
all contrary, a ticklish bit of business. I remember once two of 
us being in a small sailing boat, and we were nearly three 
quarters of an hour trying with both oars and sail to get in 
before we succeeded. Brent geese often patronise the coast and 
the Bay of Dublin, but they are not easily overreached, and 
I believe that the most successful way of tacHing them would be 
by sailing to them m a fishing snmck. and firing at them with a 
large stanchion ^un carrying a pound of shot or so. I have 
never been able myself to Mil any of them with ordinary 
shoulder guns, and therefore were I to go in pursuit of them 
there I should certainly fit a swivel gun on the bows of a large 
sailing boat, and try to get at them thus. Of course, over the 
shallows, one would have to get into a punt. 

Killaloe. — ^This town should be made the headquarters of 
wildfowl shooters who intend patronising Lough Derg, as every 
accommodation is to be obtained there. At one time sundry 
advertisements used to appear, wherein it was stated that good 
snipe shooting could be had on moderate terms in the neighbour- 
hood. As, however, somewhat conflicting accounts have been 
published at various times respecting the sport to be had thus, I 
think that readers who wish to visit the place cannot do better 
than secure local information before making a start. ISoi only 
snipe and wildfowl, but partridge and cock shooting were said 
to be obtainable. The wildfowl shooting on the river and lake 
is excellent. 

Killiney. — ^Killiney is a small village, consisting more 
especially of gentlemen's villas, built on the slope of a hill 
adjoining the sea shore and facing the Bay. Killiney is 
situated between Dalkey and Bray. A few fishermen live at 
Killiney, and their boats may be seen, when not away fishing, 
hauled up on the beach. A little sea bathing takes place there, 
on those parts of the shore where the sands are sufficiently soft, 
but near the railway station the shore is covered with pebbles of 
enormous size, and most troublesome to walk over. The shore 
shooting is not very brilliant, except in very hard weather. 
Within a mile of the station, on the right hand side of the line 
when going towards Bray, there is a small bog where a snipe or 
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two may be shot, and where herons are frequently seen feeding. 
Some parts of this small bog — ^which only covers four or five 
acres, as far as I can remember — are very treacherons, hence 
the shooter had better be very carefnl where he steps. One or 
two of the local men visit that bog twice a day in the winter 
time, and they rarely come away from it without killing some- 
thing. The last time I went near the place I met one of these 
men under the railway arch which leads to the bog. I had 
heard him fire two shots, and he had killed a heron with the first 
barrel and a bittern with the second. As regards the shore 
itself, oyster-catchers, curie ws,whimbrels, and the smaller waders, 
are occasionally in flocks there, and some are killed every season. 
It is very rare that anyone takes a boat from Killiney itself to 
go shooting in the Bay, those who care for this sport generally 
sailing from Kingstown or Bray, but now and then boats come 
from Dalkey or are hired from Killiney for the sake of fishing. 

Eilcool. — ^I know nothing, personally, of this spot, but a 
correspondent tells me that I ought to try it, and I gather from 
his letter that some very good sport is to be obtained there. It 
is situated some ten miles from Bray, on the Dublin, Wicklow, 
and Wexford Railway, and one starts from the Harcourt-street 
Terminus. After a ride of about eighteen miles, passing through 
Bray, one reaches the station of Greystones, which is just before 
that of Kilcool, and after a short walk one comes upon a fresh 
water marsh, which runs as far as Kilcool station, where it ends 
abruptly, and the salt water marsh commences. My corres- 
pondent says :''.... It is a rare spot altogether, as you will 
find. Walk on to Newcastle station — the next to Kilcool — and 
you ought to secure a first-rate bag, as I have often done. The 
marshes are full of snipe in hard, cold weather, and in the dykes 
of the salt marshes you will find every kind of waders and 
duck, teal, and geese, which last you can often get a shot at by 
lying in the dykes when the tide is out, as they pass over sea- 
wards. I killed three on one hard day by waiting for them 
thus. The villages of Kilcool and Newcastle are about a mile 
from their respective stations, and you can get fair accommo- 
dation at either place." 

Kilkee (Co. Clare). — This district, from the mouth of the 
Shannon up to Kilkee — some twelve nules — and up to Mohar — 
fully five-and-twenty — is, perhaps, the very best in the three 
kingdoms for snipe shooting. Every information will be given 
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to sportsmen by applying to Moore's Hotel, Kilkee. In August, 
quail are to be shot in the meadows, in autumn woodcock arrive, 
and throughout autumn and winter, duck, teal, widgeon, barnacle 
and other geese are to be shot. With proper arrangements a 
sportsman ought to make of Kilkee very satisfactory head- 
quarters. 

Xilrnsh. — ^This viUage is situated on the Lower Shannon, 
and the shore shooting there, in winter time, is excellent on the 
Clare side. Those who use boats will also do very well on the 
Shannon itself for wildfowl, as already stated. 

XiiMSiale. — ^The seafowl shooting about the Old Head of 
Kinsale is simply first-rate, the clifPs abounding with birds* 
There are plenty of rabbits, but they are not very come-atable ; 
and there are also a number of blue pigeons in the coverts, and, 
on the whole, very good rough sport is thus to be obtained* 
The accommodation is very fair indeed, plenty of guides and 
boats are readily procurable at Kinsale, and most of the inn- 
keepers pay particular attention to the wishes and comforts of 
sportsmen who visit the place. 

Kingstown. — I have just mentioned (see Dublin) what I saw 
myself in Kingstown Harbour, and now I recollect somethings 
still more striking on the subject. One day during the autumn, 
eight years ago, I was in a boat fishing in the harbour for codlings, 
near the west pier, and the fish were biting ravenously, so that I 
was hauling them in almost as fast as I could let the lines down, 
when, to my astonishment, in bringing up my right-hand line, 
I found that a diver had hooked himself — ^very insecurely, how- 
ever, for, although I jerked him into the boat, he gave up the 
hook, tumbled overboard, and disappeared again, rising out of 
the water some forty yards off and remaining there. This shows 
how tame birds get when pressed by hunger, whenever they are 
not pursued. And here I should state that shooting from the 
Piers at Kingstown is very strictly forbidden. As for the 
Channel and the Bay, there must have been on that day 
thousands of wildfowl there, the steamers putting up clouds of 
them on their journeys to and from Dublin and Kingstown, and 
I do not believe that I heard a single shot fired at them the whole 
day. I must say, however, that the sea was somewhat rough 
on that occasion, but had a boat been equipped for a shooting 
trip and her crew been skilful with big guns, I am perfectly 
satisfied that they would have made a first-rate bag. What the 
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place may be like now I have no means of knowing, and I must 
say that the contradictory information lately given sorely puzzles 
me. 

Zomerick. — It is said that some snipe shooting is to be 
had round about Limerick, and, in the Shannon, ducks may 
be secured. Grood accommodation can be had at Cruise's 
hotel. 

Lough Foyle. — Good sport can be obtained on Lough 
Foyle, the flats being much frequented by wildfowl during hard 
weather. There are a few professional puntsmen on the Lough, 
and they make their living out of their fowling. Intending 
shooters may go by steamer from Liverpool to Derry, the boats 
running twice a week. 

Newport. — ^The "Diary" stated that fair shooting could 
sometimes be obtained here. 

Fortvane. — ^This village is situated near the Bush and Lusk 
station of the Irish Great Northern Itailway. One should start 
from the Amiens-street station, in Dublin, and, after a fifteen 
miles run, get out at Donabate and walk along the line to 
Fortvane, which is situated at the mouth of a large estuary, 
crossed by the railway embankment. When the tide is in, the 
shooter should get a boat at Fortvane and go up the estuary ; 
but when it is out he may, with caution, walk over the mud, 
taking care that the tide does not surround him as it comes in. 
When he has done the estuary he should turn back and walk 
along the shore to Malahide. Flenty of sand hills can be seen 
by the way, and good bags of rabbits are often made. The 
shooting some four years ago was quite free, but I am unable to 
say if it is so now. 

Sossbeigh (Kerry). — ^By staying at the Headley Arms 
Hotel, B/Ossbeigh, some marsh and mixed shooting was to be 
had free of charge. Tolerably good sport could be enjoyed with 
snipe and wildfowl, and partridges, &c., were also to be shot. 
Bossbeigh is about twenty-one miles from Killamey, and can be 
reached by car. The hotel mentioned is very comfortable and 
the charges moderate. Intending visitors, however, before 
going there, should write to the landlady, Mrs. Shea, inquiring 
what chance there is of sport. 

Soundstone (Connemara). — This place is about six hours' 
sail from Galway. The seal shooting was at one time very 
fair. Decent accommodation could be had by staying at the inn, 
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and a good boat and the services of three or fonr men could be 
hired for the very moderate snm of ten shillings per diem. 

Tralee. — I have heard that some snipe and other shooting is 
to be had at Tralee, but inquiries shonld be made of the hotel 
keepers. 

Valencia. — ^The island of Valencia is sitnated some two or 
three miles from Cahirciveen. The " Diary " stated that good 
sport was to be had with sea fowl, which abounded on the cliffs, 
and that boats for that pursuit could readily be hired. The 
hotel was said to be good and the charges moderate. 

Waterville. — Snipe are numerous here, and I understand 
leave to shoot can be obtained by staying at the Lake Hotel, the 
proprietor of which, if communicated with, would doubtless 
give much useful information. Bough ground is always to be 
let and the rents are moderate. Sea fowl, seals, and blue 
pigeons are said to be plentiful on the coast, and redshanks, 
stints, &c, can be shot in the salt marshes atr the head of the bay. 

Westport. — ^Visitors staying at the hotel at Westport used 
to be granted leave to shoot over 8000 acres of mixed shooting, 
consisting of woodcock, hares, snipe, duck, <&c. The terms were 
10«. per day, including board. 

Wexford. — ^By hiring suitable craft and sailing to Ladies' 
Island, which is situated some ten miles from Wexford, good 
sport could be had with widgeon and coot, and on the Slabland 
great numbers of wildfowl were to be seen. 



GENERAL REMARKS CONCERNING 
CONTINENTAL SHOOTING QUARTERS. 



Before dealing with continental shooting spots, as I find that 
a good deal of misapprehension exists in respect to Dutch, 
Belgian, and French game licences — ^let me repeat here that 
neither in Holland, Belgium, nor France are there what we call 
here gun licences. In those three countries there exists bnt one 
sort of licence — ^that licence entitles the holder to Mil all feriB 
uaturcB, In France, it is called a permia de chasae. At one time 
its cost was 25f. (11.) ; then in 1870, after the war, it rose to 
42f . {11, 148., or thereabouts), and I am not aware that it has been 
reduced, although I read that there was some talk about it ; and 
some Communists went the length of advocating the issue of 
48. licences. Where such a thing to become law, then truly 
might a De Profundis be sung for all the game tribes in the 
before-mentioned countries. 

Howbeit, things have not yet come to such a pass, although 
game, except in strictly preserved quarters, is getting decidedly 
more or less extinct, and no wonder. Where so-called communal 
rights exist, not a head of game can be seen after the first 
fortnight of the shooting season, and the reason therefor is not 
very far to seek. Where everyone may kill, and where it is 
nobody's business to rear and preserve, that extinction should 
sooner or later be at hand is not to be marvelled at, and accor- 
dingly, those sportsmen who wish to really have some show of 
sport must, perforce, take to hiring some ground, and preserving 
the game thereon. If a man finds that the expenses are too great 
for his purse, he gets someone to join him, and thus a shooting 
is started upon the share principle, just like a commercial trans- 
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action. The Dunes of Slack, near Bonlogne (to wliicli I 
shall allude, in due course), for instance, belong to that 
category of shootings; and there are many such all over the 
land, the plan being found to answer in practice admirably. 
The way in which the thing is worked is peculiar,. but very 
simple. If there are seven shareholders {actionnaires), they each 
agree upon a certain day in the week wherein to go sporting, so 
as not to interfere with each other, if possible. This is a very 
wise arrangement, and it usually answers exceedingly well, and 
no one can deny the extreme convenience of the plan to men 
whose purses are not sufficiently well-filled to warrant their 
taking a shooting all to themselves and assuming the responsi- 
bility of paying one or more keepers' wages. As concerns the 
licence, anyone can obtain one by applying at the town halls, 
where a description of his appearance will be put down, to 
figure thereafter on his licence. This licence gives the right of 
sporting throughout the kingdom or repubHc wherever sporting 
rights are not reserved. And as regards wildfowl at sea, and 
seafowl in general, anyone is welcome to pursue the sport as 
long as he is provided with the permis, and does not encroach 
upon inland properties. Still it is a strange thing that, on the 
Continent, one should have to pay for a full licence, even when 
not intending to kill game. In fact, the licence is for using and 
carrying a gun — ^the said using being understood to apply to 
anjrthing/ercB naturce — ^large or small — even small birds coming 
in for a good share of attention at the hands of Continental 
shooters. Indeed, in the markets, one sees all sorts of small 
birds exposed for sale ; and it is not unusual, for instance during 
the vintage harvest, to see chasseurs invading the vineyards in 
the exclusive pursuit of thrushes. These birds are generaUy 
more or less drunk at that time of year through gorging them- 
selves with grapes. Here is another instance of birds making 
beasts of themselves ! Joking apart, the birds are so fat as to 
be well worthy of the attentions of men whose chances to score 
at game pure and simple are of the decidedly most remote kind. 
Of course, when grives are sought, anything else which files 
comes to " pot " too, and hence it stands to reason that shore 
birds are highly appreciated in such quarters. Indeed, the 
higher classes of sportsmen like to make a sort of gala day of 
their shore -shooting trips. At the Paris Academy, I think it 
was, a year or two ago, was exhibited a famous picture called 
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Une chaase oL la Mer, and therein is pictured a drag on the 
sands; and its former occupants, fair and otherwise, have 
alighted, and are discussing the merits and demerits of the day's 
sport. One of the shooters is showing a seagull to a lady, as far 
as I can recollect, presumably pointing out how lovely the bird's 
plumage will look when mounted as an ornament; otherwise 
the slaughter of seagulls is to be deprecated, since these birds 
cannot very well be eaten. Shore birds proper, on the contrary, 
are perfectly edible. Anyone in doubt of this should entrust a 
few dotterels and dunlins to a good chef, and see what a delicious 
dish he will make of them, if he sets his mind to it. As a 
matter of fact, many birds which are here shot exclusively 
for stuffing purposes are abroad looked upon as delicacies. 
In all Continental books which treat of the subject, shore 
birds are invariably classed as most eminently edible, and at 
Boulogne, Calais, Dunkirk, Havre, TrouviUe, Abbeville,- Ostend, 
all kinds of sea birds may be purchased at the stalls in the 
markets, or at the game-dealer's shops. There, if rumour 
speaks true, many sandpipers figure at third-rate restaurants as 
snipe and jack snipe, and if the beaks are cut off the uneducated 
gourmets pronounce them very good snipe indeed — ^in fact, on 
the principle that a fat cat makes an excellent rabbit stew, so a 
sandpiper in good form, properly prepared, will readily pass 
muster as far as taste goes for a snipe — except one has to deal 
with a downright epicure who knows "what is what" and 
declines to be deceived. However, the demand for shore birds, 
particularly in France, is very large, and no difficplty is ever 
experienced by anyone who wishes to get rid of some, provided 
the market be not already glutted, of course, as the rules of 
demand and supply necessarily govern all dealings, even those 
in shore birds. 

The first inkling I had of this state of things was when I went 
shore shooting near Boulogne. I had one day a dozen birds or 
so, when I went for lunch into a cafe at Wimereux, and the land- 
lord and landlady, expressing profound enthusiasm and a lively 
wish to see my bag, I allowed them to display its contents on a 
table ; and the old woman, raising her hands to the ceiling, and 
turning up the whites of her eyes, declared that the lot was at 
least worth 4*. ! I never was more surprised in my life ; but, on 
second thoughts, I came to the conclusion that they were only 
hoaxing me ; so, to put the matter to a practical test, I said to 
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the old girl that, if she liked to buy them, she conld have them 
for 3«. She swept the lot into her apron, went to her till, and 
paid the money down like a brick. This conyinced me, as 
French or any other innkeepers don't throw their money away, 
as a mle ; and it tnmed ont that she nearly doubled her invest- 
ment when she took her birds to the town. 

And, by the way, near the entrance to Boulogne, on the road 
which borders the seashore, there exists a small house, which is 
occupied by a custom-house officer, and, to my utter astonish- 
ment, this man informed me one day that I had to pay a fee 
varying from one sou to several sous for every head of " game " 
I had shot before I could take it into the town. This, now, I 
call a downright swindle ; but that is the law. This being so, 
it turned out that from a lark to a seagull, no matter what you 
may bring in, you have to pay on a scale which rises in propor- 
tion to size, as everything which is ferce naturce is classified, it 
:appears as " game " ; water birds and sea birds are ranged, how- 
ever, into gibier d'eau, and I think are scheduled at lower 
figures than the rest. All I know is that, except the birds I 
wanted for my own use, I made it, henceforth, a mle to part 
with my bag before I came back. The old woman made a good 
thing of it, and it relieved my feelings. It used to " rile '* me 
to have to pay for things which I had had so much trouble to 
get, sometimes. 

Now, this is a wrinkle worth knowing. Some men have very 
big hearts to sport, but their purses are comparatively empty. 
Well, if such men can cover part of their " exes.,'* I, for one, do 
not see why they should not. I say advisedly " part of their 
expenses," because I do not think the thing could ever be made 
to pay unless it were done wholesale, as is done here on this side 
of the water, with punt guns. With ordinary shoulder guns the 
proportion of shots fired to birds bagged is enormous. I have 
known men firing forty shots for four or five birds, and that 
sort of thing, of course, financially speaking, would not pay. But 
what I argue is that, if one day a fellow is lucky, and makes a 
good bag, I do not see why he should not sell his surplus^f^^ 
will pay for some of his cartridges, anyhow. 

I have not visited all the spots I am noTf going to mention, 
but I have shot over a good many of them. I thought it a 
delicious idea, some years ago, to take steamer and go abroad, 
whenever I could spare the time, during the season, for a shoot* 
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ing trip on the Continent, but as I have already given detailed 
narratives of these expeditions, in three works of mine— viz., 
my " Shooting Trips," in three series, I shall, therefore, now, 
content myself with giving a mere outline of the sport to be mei 
with, at each spot, according to my own, and other shooters' 
experience, and the notes stated in the " Diary." 
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Abbeville. — Shooters yisiting St. Yalery, should make of 
Abbeville their head-quarters, as comforts of all kinds may be 
had there, in plenty. For ducks, teal, and snipe, the marshes 
of Abbeville were at one time second to none. The work of 
draining, however, is progressing there very fast, and, possibly, 
to some extent, the grand shooting which was once to be had 
there will be a thing of the past. The more the pity. Abbeville 
is a niceish town. There are cavalry barracks there, and, 
accordingly, balls take place now and then, and theatricals, &c. 
The usual rows between officers and civilians also occasionally 
arise, so that the place, otherwise dull, like most other country 
towns, gets lively now and again. The shooting over the river, 
and the communal ground, used to be free, and there, besides 
snipe and waterfowl in t^e marsh, there were partridges and 
hares in the cultivated fields, and every summer quail are to be 
found in more or less large numbers. 

Aiz les Bains. — ^By applying to the proprietors of the 
Hotel d'Aix, and of the shooting gallery, information could be 
had as to where free partridge, cock, and pheasant shooting 
could be obtained, and the sport was said to be fairly good, 
according to the " Diary." 

Allevard. — From this place, where good accommodation is 
to be had, a party might be organised for a trip, extending over 
some days, to the Pyrenees, and the mountains of Dauphin^, 
where the Isard is said to afford fair sport. A guide, of course, 
would be a necessity. 

Ambleteuse (Fas de Calais). — ^There used to be a harbour at 
Ambleteuse, but it is now completely filled up with sand and 
mud,^ and therefore rendered totally useless for navigation 
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purposes. There are still a few wooden piles to be seen at low 
water extending out to sea, and showing what used to be the 
month of the harbonr, and that is all that remains to show that 
it has ever been used as snch. All traffic having ceased there, 
the spot is exceedingly lonely and deserted, and in winter time 
any amount of shore birds can be shot. 

For flighting, the comer of the downs, near the bridge, is not 
at all a bad stand-point. The bridge spans the river Slack, and 
the birds, on their way to and from the sea and the maraia of 
Slack generally pass there, or over the downs, and a few fowl 
can, therefore, be picked up. Indeed, the whole neighbourhood 
is noted for sporting purposes. The downs, which adjoin the 
seashore, team with rabbits, and between the sandhills, in the 
hollows, are lots of little lakes, ponds, and soft marshes, where 
duck, widgeon, teal, and snipe can be found — the latter in some 
quantities. Higher up, in the furze and brambly coverts, wood- 
cocks are frequently put up. The whole of that estate is let to 
several actionnaires, who each pay an equal share of the 
expenses of renting the shootings and paying the keeper. The 
price of each share, I understood, was 600 francs (£20), and, by 
all accounts, it was very well worth the money. The " boss of 
the show" in that concern was an architect who lived at 
Boulogne, and it might be worth the while of anyone wishing 
to shoot over the spot to make inquiries in that town. The 
gunmakers there (there are two or three) would be sure to know 
all about it. 

Ambleteuse itself is a dreadfully dull little place, but not a 
bad one for the shooter to patronise, not only on account of the 
shore shooting, but also because, if things are still there as they 
used to be when I visited the spot last, there is some inland 
shooting to be had a mile or two up the river. The plan then 
was to apply to one of the innkeepers, named Bouclet, at Slack. 
This man was some official on the Communal board, and, as the 
land about belonged to the Commune, it was let by him to a 
certain number of subscribers at eight shillings per ticket for 
the whole season. Such low rates were certainly suicidal, and, 
if carried out for several years running, have probably resulted 
in the extermination of all game there ; but still wildfowl will 
come to the marsh, and now and then fowl are to be killed on 
the river or in the ditches. There are several decoy huts in the 
marsh and along the river, but of late years a good deal of 
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draining had been carried on, and, of course, this has diminishied 
the attractions of the spot for wildfowl, l^evertheless the hutters 
repair to their huts every night throughout the season, and if, 
by the help of their decoys, they MU, on an average, one, two, or 
three birds a night, with now and then a bag of a dozen or so, 
they are satisfied. Living is cheap there, and the sale of their 
birds in the market keeps them in comparative comfort. One 
of the best ways of doing justice to both the inland marsh and 
the shore, consisted in putting up at old Bouclet's, and getting 
him to call you betimes in the morning, and have breakfast 
ready for you, start over the bridge, walk across the marsh, beat 
the osier beds, and walk along the river, picking up a jaok- 
snipe, a snipe, a moorhen, a duck, or a teal, and now and then 
geese, which, in the winter time, used to be in the marsh. Then, 
having done that side of the river (the other side was preserved), 
walk back to the inn, have lunch, then shoot over the downs, 
and making one's way to the shore, look about the creeks in the 
harbour, or watch the companies flying over the sea. Altogether, 
there was plenty for the gun to do. But, of course, matters 
might be very different now to what they were then — I mean as 
regards the marshes of Slack. As for the harbour at Amble- 
teuse, it is simply irreclaimable, now that it has been allowed to 
get quite filled with mud and sand. 

Amiens. — About two leagues from this place, on the 
Boulogne side, is Pecquigny, where, according to the " Diary," 
moderate snipe shooting could be had in the marshes. The 
valley of the Somme, irom Amiens to St. Yalery is fair for 
wildfowl shooting. 

Arcachon. — The " Diary " stated that some wildfowl 
shooting could be had, by the day only, in the islands in the 
bay and round the coast. 

Argelen, — ^This place is about three and a half hours' journey 
from Bagn^res-di-Bigorre, and it is said that fair woodcock 
shooting is to be obtained in the valley of Yergons. 

Arreau. — In the valley of Louron, near Arreau, there 
used to be great numbers of woodcock during the month of 
September. 

Audinghen (Pas de Calais). — ^Along the coast, at times of 
" passage," good sport is to be had on shore birds, and, in very 
hard winter time, plenty of wildfowlare about. Leave to shoot 
may be obtained by applying at the Town ELall. 
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Audresselles (Pas de Calais) .«-A few miles from Cape 
Griz NeZj in a south-westerly direction, one comes to a village 
perched np on the cliffs, named Audresselles. Below the clijffs 
at low tide, at passage epochs, it is not unusual to see four or 
five villagers, in ambush among the rocks, watching for fowl. 
The men use old smooth-bore army muBkets, and rarely, if ever, 
do they fire ordinary shot. They have army bullets, which they 
cut mth their knives in small ingots, or a few buckshot which 
they may have made themselves with their moulds. I need not 
remark that these men rarely or never fire at single birds. They 
prefer watching for a chance of letting drive into the midst of 
a company, and they generally do it with some effect. There 
was a man once that I saw there who bagged a rare lot of birds 
with an old musket dating at least from the wars of Napoleon 
the First. It was tremendously long in the barrel, exceedingly 
heavy, and could stand any loads. It did not make a bad wild- 
fowl gun at all for short range. This man lived at a village 
close by, called Wimille, and his retriever was a poodle dog, 
medium-sized, as deaf as a post, but very clear-sighted, a rare 
swimmer, full of pluck, and so very tender-mouthed that he 
retrieved his birds alive. I wished to buy that dog, and the 
man wanted, I believe, eighty francs for him, which sum could 
not be considered an extravagant one ; but when I found that 
the dog was so deaf that he hardly even heard a gun go off, of 
course I declined to have him. At Audresselles there is a very 
good inn — ^a sort of cafe. The landlady can cook, and they have 
very fair wine. They have also a bedroom or two for travellers, 
and, on the whole, I think, I was very comfortable when I 
stopped there. One cannot mistake his way to the place, as 
there is only one lane leading up from the shore inland, and this 
cafe is on the left-hand side, at the comer of the main road. 
There is no society whatsoever at Audresselles — ^merely peasants 
and farmers, some of whom, however, are nice enough in their way, 
and are ready at any time to join in a friendly game of billiards or 
cards, or talk with a stranger. There is a warren close by, through 
which runs a brook, and lots of snipe are to be shot there in the 
season, but that is preserved. As for the rabbits, they have 
nearly been exterminated, the downs having been ferretted 
most unmercifully — ^not only by the lessee, but also by poachers. 
However, along the shore, in suitable times, the sport is exceUent. 
Application should be made to the Mayor, for information. 

L 
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Bagneres-de-Bigorre (Hantes Pyrenees). — ^The "Diary" 
said that, during the season, there were plenty of quail, a few 
woodcock on the hills, a few snipe, and some wildfowl on the 
river. Partridges, hares, and rabbits, however, are very scarce. 
Bagnolles de rOme. — ^Leave to shoot may be obtained on 
application to the proprietor ef the hotel. 

Belle Isle (Brittany). — Shooters shonld inquire at the inn 
at Belle Isle. Quail, hares, partridges, &c., are to be shot. 

Biarritz.— Biarritz is eight miles from St. Jean de Luz, and 
there good quail shooting is to be had in autumn, but partridges 
are scarce. The proprietor of the Hotel de France will give 
every information to intending shooters. 

Blois.— The "Diary" stated that shooting could be had, 
though at some distance. A chasae would have to be taken. In 
the Sologne country good sport could be obtained. 

Bonlogne.— At Lake Cleareau, some six miles from Boulogne, 
it is said good wildfowl shooting may be indulged in, but 
permission must first be obtained from the owners. There is a 
rabbit warren in the immediate neighbourhood of Boulogne, but 
it is rented by subscription. There is some free communal 
ground in the neighbourhood, but not much game to be &hot. 
The shore shooting is fair, in winter time, and snipe are to be 
found along the streams. 

Brittany, Coast in General. — ^As regards the Brittany 
coast, good sport is to be had almost everywhere ; and it is 
very picturesque to see the Breton peasant, hidden on the shore 
with his army musket loaded with slugs, watching for the fowl. 
These peasants do not fire at shore birds proper. Ducks, teal, 
widgeon, geese, and swans are their pet birds; and they are 
most enthusiastic in their pursuit, some frequently being out all 
night on the watch. Some use decoys, and not unfrequently a 
masked battery is prepared on the shore, and several men, 
hiding there in ambush, wait until many ducks, &c., are congre- 
gated there; then they fire by signal, and murderous is the 
result amongst the ranks of the feathered tribe. At sea 
excellent sport is to be had too ; but a pilot is of the utmost im- 
portance, as reefs abound, and the coast is excessively dangerous 
on that account. Still, with proper precautions and a stout 
craft, a good bit of sport can be had on the coast of Brittany, 
both in wildfowl shooting and in sea fishing. The latter 
sport is there unrivalled for hooking j9ttr et simple. 
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A writer in the Field stated, conceming shooting in Brittany : 
** One of the great charms of wild shooting, in contradistinction 
to sport in well-stocked coverts teeming with half -tame long* 
tails, is the variety of game that one encounters ; and, though 
there are numerous favoured spots in Ireland and Scotland far 
before any place in France in this particular, in most cases nowa- 
-days they are strictly preserved, and their delights imapproach* 
able by the ordinary tourist. However, in Brittany, there are 
many places where the shooting is comparatively free ; and, in 
most cases, a polite demand for permission for a day's sport 
addressed to the farmer, or a judiciously-administered 'back- 
sheesh' to the garde-champ^tre, will be successful in places 
where the shooting is not legaUy open to all, as it is in some 
of the great tracts of marshes." 

BQchj. — ^Woodcocks are to be shot in the vicinity of 
Brouen, and, in the forest of Buchy there are wild boars. 
Por further information, application should be made at the 
hotels. 

Caen. — ^The shooting for some miles round Caen used to be 
iajxlj good, and a decent quantity of game was to be found. 
The Troam marshes, which are distant about eight miles from 
Caen, afforded excellent snipe shooting. 

Callac (Brittany).— >There used to be a fair sprinkling of 
game here, and the shooting was free. 

Cannes. — On application to any of the hotels at Cannes, no 
doubt every information would be given as to the prospects of 
sport. Shooting in the Estrelles mountains was, a few years 
ago free, and may be so still, and partridges and cock, together 
with some pheasants, were to be bagged. There are also some 
wild boars and wolves during the winter, in the vast coverts of 
the Estrelles Mountains. 

Cape Blanc Nez. — ^The cliffs at Cape Blanc Nez rise to a 
tremendous height, and when a strong passage of wildfowl is 
taking place it is not unusual for many of the companies in their 
flight to cut off the promontory by passing over the cliffis. I 
myself shot seven or eight widgeon one day in the midst of a 
snowstorm, when simply walking over the cliffs, and there were 
five or six local men in ambush in sundry crevices, and their 
fusillade was very hearty and hot. But that sort of sport lasts 
only during a passage and in very rough weather. When the 
sea is quiet and the wind is mild, it is very rare indeed for the 

l2 
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fowl to thus rise above the land, and, therefore, no one keeps 
watch for them then. 

But shore shooters have ample fan on the sands below, and 
the said sands extend from Cape Blanc Nez to Cape Gris ]^ez^ 
a distance, I should say, of some fifteen miles. 

Carhaiz. — ^There is an inn at Carhaix called La Tonr 
d'Auvergne, but, if the visitor intends staying there for any 
length of time, he will do well to make a bargain with the 
landlord beforehand. There is a large pool of water at Hnelgoat, 
in which are some good trout, and the snipe shooting is very 
fair. There are several other places in the environs which are 
good for fishing and shooting, as, for instance, Pontargonet and 
Poultaouen. The shooter may also get to a place called Biffon, 
in the department of C6tes du Nord, where, in winter time, 
splendid cock shooting is to be enjoyed. Leave, however, must 
first be obtained. 

Chateanlin. — ^This place can be reached from Chateauneuf, 
and a good plan is to beat the country up to Pleyben, where 
accommodation can be had, and the next day take a short walk, 
or the mail cart, to Chateaulin which is a good place for head- 
quarters. The H6tel Grande Maison is very comfortable, and 

the country all round is first-rate for cock and partridges, and 
there are also a few hares. 

CliateaTineiif. — Chateauneuf can be reached from Carhaix, 
and the best way is to go on foot, and shoot right across the 
country. There is a comfortable inn at Chateauneuf, and near 
at hand is the river Aulne, where some trout used to be got. 
There is a small hamlet on the road to Quimper, called Briec, 
and also Langolen, where the shooting is excellent. The accom- 
modation, however, is but poor. 

Colinee (Brittany). — Colinee is situated near Dinan. Leave 
to shoot partridges, quail, hares, woodcock, and snipe, may be 
had from the farmers for a trifling consideration. 

CrOndette. — ^Li a south-westerly direction from Boulogne 
there used to be a very good marsh called Marais de Condette ; 
but this is now, I hear, strictly preserved, all but a small bit 
which is hardly worth going over. This marsh used to be 
splendid, all sorts of birds were to be had there, and, by aU. 
accounts, now that it is strictly looked after, it is well-nigh un- 
rivalled. An extraordinary shot was performed there by a local 
shooter when I was in the marsh. Seven teal got up, and when 
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he fired his duck gnn at the leader — ^they were all going away 
from him in a line — ^he dropped them all. Three were killed 
outright, and the four others were winged, and he eventaally 
got them all. This little incident caused quite a sensation in the 
community at the time, and I belieye it figured in the local 
papers. The shooter was a Boulogne ship owner, I think, and 
for a long time afterwards he was looked upon as a marveUotisly 
good shot on account of this extraordinary result of a fluke. 
Such is life ! However, from what I hear, I understand that 
the shares of Condette Marais are issued at a somewhat cheap 
rate. Possibly it might be good enough f^ anyone staying in 
Boulogne or its neighbourhood for a little while, but of course 
if a shooter is only passing, so to speak, through the town, it 
would not be worth his while to join in the shooting. 

Corsica, Island of. — ^From aU accounts, the shooting in 
the Island of Corsica is very poor, as most of the natives carry 
firearms, and, of course, kill everything they can. There used 
to be partridges, quail, snipe, cock, plover, boar, and moufflon, 
but I believe the latter are now almost extinct. 

Crotoy. — ^Behind this hamlet, which is in the Bay of the 
Somme, are some vast rabbit warrens, in the downs of St. 
Quentin, and every year, at the time when woodcocks visit the 
coast, many are killed there during their *' passage." 

Daz.— Dax is one day's journey from Bagneres-de-Bigorre. 
The accommodation is very meagre, but good sport used to be 
had with woodcock, and, in winter, snipe and ducks were also 
plentiful. 

Dieppe. — Some shooting used to be had on the river Argues. 
If application were made to the hotel proprietors, no doubt in- 
formation would be given. In summer time a few quail are in 
the corn fields and meadows. 

Dinan (Brittany). — ^The " Diary " said that a few wildfowl 
eould be picked up on the Banco, but that it was much shot 
over. The " Notary " will give information as to the chances 
of sport, and if any shooting could be rented. 

Dinard (Brittany). — Mixed shooting of all sorts could be had 
at Dinard. The hotel proprietors will give details readily. 

Staples. — ^A variety of game can be shot here. Permission 
to sport is to be obtained at the Townhall. 

Evrenz. — In the forest of Evreux, at a place called Clippon, 
woodcock used to be shot in various ways, in spring and autumn. 



150 Public Shootmg Quarters. 

From a hut near a pond was ibe favourite plan resorted to hy 
the native shooters. 

Fejns (Yar). — Quail can be shot here every summer, and cock 
every autumn. Information should be obtained from the mayor, 

Gonxin (Brittany). — ^The best way to get to Gourin from 
Priziac is to walk from the latter place to Fauet, which is easily 
done in two hours, and there take a conveyance. A good trap 
can be obtained from a baker named Jaffray. The inn at GU)urin 
is comfortable and prices reasonable, and very fair sport is to be 
had with cock, partridges, hares, and rabbits. 

GuinganLp (G6tes du Nord). — G-ood sport used to be obtain* 
able near Guingamp. Babbits especially were very plentiful ; 
hares, partridges, &c., were also numerous, and wolves and 
boars were to be shot in the forests. Gomfortable quarters 
eould be had at the Hotel de France, where I would advise 
intending shooters to apply for further details. 

€Kiiii]L68 (Pas de Galais).-— In a north-easterly direction frouL 
Boulogne there is a grand marsh, called the mcMrais ds Quirmesy 
where shooting used to be free in some parts. There, duck 
decoying to the hut was carried on all night throughout the 
season, and I remember one night when I was there, over one 
hundred ducks were shot by my guide, myself, and six other 
huMiera. It was a ''hot" night for the ducks, I will swear. 
Early in the morning I left the hut with the butter's poodle, and 
walked across the marsh, picking up a few lively cripples, and 
shooting one or two fresh birds; altogether the passage had 
been first-rate, and the men made a very good haul. I hear 
that part of this celebrated marsh is now being drained. I went 
there by the mail cart from Calais, and it was quite by a fluke 
that I heard of the place. On the steamer from Dover, I met & 
young fellow who was going on a visit to his sister — a young 
lady whose boarding-school was situated at Guinnes. 

"By Jove!" said this young fellow, when he saw my gun 
boxes, " you ought to visit the maraia near the place where I 
am going." 

And that*s how it came to pass that the very same evening we 
were in a young ladies' boarding school at Guinnes, for an hour 
or so, as in duty bound— and afterwards we made our inquiries 
at the hotel respecting the shooting. A few francs, judiciously 
invested, made the old butters very chatty indeed, and eventually 
I had very good fun for my money there. 
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—Near Havre, along the coast of La H^ve, every 
autumn woodcocks are killed when their ''passage" takes place. 
There is also a little shore shooting to be had, and occasionally 
clouds of fowl at sea, off the coast. 

Kennebon (Brittany). — ^Hennebon is not far from Lorient. 
On either side of the river, below the railway bridge, a good 
'many snipe and some ducks are to be had, and some way lower 
down the river is a small debit de hoisaon (public-house) called 
Petit Bon Homme, below which wildfowl congregate in large 
quantities. There is a large marsh close by called Marais 
Caudan, where there are plenty of snipe ; and partridges, wood 
pigeons, and hares can be had by going towards Flouay, and, 
when rather more than half way to Flouay, turning and shooting 
homewards. 

Knelgoat (Brittany). — ^The shooting at Huelgoat used to be 
free, and all sorts of game could be bagged. 

Kyeres. — ^The Imperial Hotel is the most comfortable to put 
up at. The shooting on the marshes, which extend from Hy^res 
to the sea, used to be free to anyone with a licence, which could 
be obtained at the police office. There is a covert about eight 
miles off, and sometimes a party was formed to beat it for wild 
boar and smaller game. Quail, woodcock, snipe, and wildfowl 
could be shot near Hydros. 

La Ferte. — ^Partridges, hares, snipe, and duck could be 
shot here free. 

La Fenille (Brittany).— The ground around La Feuille is 
marshy, and snipe, teal, hares, partridges, &c., could be shot 
free. 

La Gzande Bryere. — ^The great marsh known as La 
Grande Bryere, which is situated between the mouths of the 
Loire and the Yilaine, on the boundary between the depart- 
ments of Morbihan and the Loire Lif^rieure, is a splendid 
ground for snipe and wildfowl shooting. The sportsman coming 
from the north should make for the town of La Boche Bernard, 
there procure a country vehicle, and drive to a village called 
La Chax>elle des Marais, about three miles distant, where there 
is a capital inn, at which good beds and every accommodation 
can be had. The shooter will do well to establish himself there 
as a central position, as from thence he can proceed over the 
vast extent of marsh extending westward. A guide should be 
engaged, and a long leaping pole, such as is used in the district. 
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will be found necessary, as many of the deep drains with which 
the marsh is intersected are too wide to be jumped without this 
assistance. Towards the south, Donges, a station on the railway 
from Nantes to St. Nazaire, is nearest to La Grande Bry^re. A 
small flat-bottomed boat will be required to explore the further 
parts of the marsh, and no difficulty wUl be experienced in 
obtaining the loan of one from the peasants in the vicinity* 
The shooting, except over the reclaimed and cultivated grounds 
is entirely free, all that is needed being the ordinary licence, 
which may be obtained in any part of France at the town halls. 

Landemean. — Landemean is reached by rail from 
ChateauliQ, and some good cock shooting may be had by stop- 
ping en route at the stations of Daorlas and Dirinon. 

Lannion (Brittany). — The station for Lannion, in the 
department of C6tes du Nord, is Flouared. The hotel kept by 
Madame Fixion is very comfortable, and game of all kinds is to 
be had by taking a walk to Chateau Kergrist. Lannion is a very 
good place as headquarters, as excursions can be made to several 
good places: for instance, Beleguerl, for ducks, and Ferros 
Guiree for rabbits, and the country round is mostly all good for 
cock, partridges, and hares. Yery fair snipe shooting is also to 
be had at some distance from the town. 

Lauqnidic. — ^Lanquidic is a small village not very far from 
Hennebon. There is an inn there called the Lion d'Or, kept by 
a man named Lestrenant, who can show the sportsman a very 
fine country for cock and partridges, and can also obtain leave 
for his guests to shoot all the coverts in the vicinity. Along the 
Lanquidic road, on the riglit hand side, is a large furze brake 
which is good for partridges, another spot for which is a farm 
near Hennebon. This farm is reached by walking up the towing 
path to the first ecluse, crossing the river, and, bearing to the 
left hand, one comes to a plateau, which is the land in question. 
Further up the towing path is another ecluse called Kerrons, 
and, by crossing the river there, another plateau of large extent 
will be found, which is good for partridges and a few snipe, and 
the woods all along the river side contain not a few cock. It is 
absolutely necessary, however, to have a steady, staunch retriever, 
otherwise many birds will be lost, as the covert is sometimes so 
thick that a cock will lie dead on the top of high furze quite out 
of sight. 

Le Favart (Brittany). — Some free shooting was obtainable 
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here at one time. The Mayor would give information, readily, 
doubtless, if applied to. 

Lieqnies. — At Liequies, which is situated some twenty miles 
from Boulogne, there is some free ground, where fairish sport 
could be had, for a limited time. 

Lille. — ^There used to be some shooting obtainable in the 
neighbourhood of LiUe ; but the native shooters have the whole 
of it under their control now. 

Lorient (Brittany). — ^The sport here is not nearly so good as 
that to be had at Hennebon and Pont Scorff , which places are 
in the neighbourhood. Wildfowl, however, sometimes, abound 
at sea, and occasionally the flighting is good at some parts of 
the coast. 

Lyons. — In the forest, near Lyons, boars, woodcock, and 
pheasants, could be shot. Information can be obtained at the 
Town Hall. 

Merdrignac (Brittany). — ^Intending shooters should apply 
to Monsieur Sentinel, the proprietor of the principal inn at 
Merdrignac, who will give every information, and will obtain 
the necessary leave to sport. There used to be a very fair 
number of partridges and woodcock. 

Moutpellier. — In the South of France, near Montpellier, 
and so on, there are lots of salt lakes which are periodically shot 
over at a small fee by large parties. For a description of such 
sport, I would refer readers to an article of mine, entitled " Coot 
Shooting in France," which will be found at page 258 of my 
book " Modem Wildf owling," and had previously appeared in 
the FieU of July 26, 1879. 

Moutrenil. — ^Montreuil is situated about forty miles from 
Boulogne. There is a large marais some eight miles distant, 
close to the village of Yilleres, where good snipe shooting used 
to be had. There was also good sport to be obtained in the 
marsh at Nampont, the first post on the road to Paris. The 
Communal guard will show the land and give any desired 
information. 

Morlaiz (Brittany). — ^From Nov. 15 to Dec. 15, good cock 
shooting can be enjoyed. Partridges, hares, woodcock, etc., 
are to be had in the vicinity. The best places near- at hand are 
Lanionne, Le Ponthon, Le Squiron, and La Feuille. The Hotel 
de Provence is a comfortable house to put up at, and the charges 
there are moderate. 
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Nampont (France). — Nampont is the first post on the road 
from Montrenil to Paris. In the marais close at hand, plenty 
of snipe are to be shot. Dean's l^ld boots should be worn. 

Nantes. — ^At Nantes, on the west coast, at the month of the 
river Loire, and in some neighbouring marshes, very good wild- 
fowl shooting is to be had ; but the marshes are very dangerous, 
and I would not advise anyone to go there by himself. He 
would certainly get lost. Even the natives get occasionally in 
wrong places, and then woe betide the shooter ! On the Loire 
hachots (fiat>bottomed boats) can be hired for a few francs per 
day, and in winter time, when the ice-floes come down the river, 
good bags can be made, the birds being mostly squatting on 
big floes and drifting more or less hopelessly, to and fro with 
the tide. A powerful gun should be used then, because some- 
times, on account of the intervening floes, one Cannot get very 
near the birds ; hence a long-range gun, carrying a stiff dose of 
shot, is pretty well a sine qua -non. The native peasant 
shooters use old smooth-bore army muskets ; but the gentlemen 
sportsmen are generally content with their double 16-bore 
breechloaders, and with these they frighten away a great many 
more birds than they kill, of course. But, when an English 
yacht turns up, and the owner sallies forth with his big guns, 
then the fun grows fast and furious. Over forty ducks thus 
were bagged in one day and moonlight night by a friend and 
myself, but we nearly got drowned. The ice gently accumu- 
lated around us, and at 3 a.m., when the moon disappeared, we 
were left in complete darkness on a roaring tide-way, with the 
dinghy fixed fast, and being slowly crunched to smithereens. 
Ah, me ! how we did laugh — ^when we got safe back aboard the 
yacht ! Still, it was a near shave ; and what between the likeH- 
hood of being either frozen to death or drowned, the prospect 
was not very exhilirating by any means. However, it could not 
be helped. 

Nestien. — ^Near Nestien, which is not a great way from 
Bagneres-de-Bigorre, some hare and partridge shooting used 
to be had, and, in the high mountains, ptarmigan were to be 
found. 

Faimpol (Brittany). — ^The " Diary " said that rabbit shoot- 
ing could be obtained in the Isle of Brehat, near here. 

Pan. — In winter time, some ducks and snipe were to be 
found on the islands in the river Gave, and, early in the 
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morning, snipe could be shot in the morasses in the neighbour- 
hood. Hares and quail were at times plentiful, bat partridges 
were seldom to be seen. 

Fecqnigiiy. — ^Pecqnigny is about two leagues from Amiens 
and the " Diary " stated that moderate snipe shooting could be 
had in the marshes. 

Fontarem (Brittany). — ^Partridges and hares were -to be 
shot here free. 

Fontarlier.— Pontarlier is in the Department of Doubs, in 
Eranche Comte. At the commencement of the season, aboui 
Aug. 29, the only game at all plentiful are quail, but about the 
middle of October, snipe come in large quantities, and about the 
end of October, numbers of cock arrive. To get at the ground, 
it is best to leave the town by the barracks, go over the two> 
bridges, and so on to the woodis on the hills in front of jon, 
where there is some very grand covert. CKkkL accommodation, 
ean be had at a smaU hotel, the Poste, the landlord of which is 
very civil and obliging. 

Font Scorff (Brittany). — ^Pont Scorff is near Lorient, and 
the sport, therefore, is the same, viz., woodcock, snipe, and wild 
duck. There used to be a great many varieties of wild birds. 

Fotes (in Pyrenees). — ^Partridges, quail, and roedeer could 
be bagged here. 

FonlinipMn (Brittany). — ^Fair sport used to be had on the 
marshy ground with duck and seafowl. The shooting was free. 

Qnimper (Brittany). — Good cock and other shooting used to 
be enjoyed at Qnimper. The proprietor of the Hotel de France 
would, no doubt, give all particulars. 

Qnimperle (Brittany). — ^Yery fair sport used to be had also in 
the neighbourhood of this town. 

Aosporden (Brittany). — ^At B.osporden, anyone could shoot 
partridges, the shooting being free, all over the communal 
ground. 

Hostomen (Brittany). — ^All sorts of mixed shooting could be 
had here free. 

Sarcle. — On the lakes of Sarcl6, near Paris, coot shooting 
was the staple sport, and could be obtained at a trifling fee. 

Slack. — Grood sport used to be had in the downs, fields, and 
marshes adjoining Slack, there being plenty of snipe, rabbits, 
ducks, hares, quail, partridges, &c. Leave to shoot could be 
obtained from Bouclet, at Slack. (See Ambleteuse.) 
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SoissouB. — ^From Soissons, right down to the sea, plenty of 
wildfowl and snipe shooting conld be had. 

St. Jean de Luz (Basses Pyrenees). — ^This place is some 
eight miles from Biarritz. In autumn the quail shooting is good, 
and woodcock, snipe, and duck are at times also plentiful. 
Application should be made to the proprietor of the Hotel de 
France. 

St. Malo (Brittany). — ^A few wildfowl could sometimes be 
shot on the river B*ance ; but too many guns now crowd the 
river. 

St. Omer. — ^Fair accommodation was to be had at the Hotel 
de la Poste. Wildfowl and snipe could be shot in the marais. 

St. Friziac. — St. Priziac can be reached from Hennebon, 
but the shooter must be prepared to rough it. A farmer named 
JafEray will give one a shakedown, but it would be advisable to 
take a hammock to sleep in. JafEray has a son-in-law at Henne- 
bon, by name Pissere, a stonecutter, and it would be well to see 
him, and get JafEray to meet one at Plouay, and take one home 
with him ; but provisions and refreshments should be taken by 
the traveller. Jaffray's land will be found good for cock, snipe, 
partridges, a few wild duck, and some hares ; and visits may be 
paid to the neighbouring villages of St. Tugdual, Plouerdut, and 
Purie, at all of which places very fair sport is to be had. An 
excursion might also be made to Guemene, as in the environs 
there is partridge shooting, and to Langonnet, which is good for 
wildfowl. 

St. Valery. — Shooters staying at Abbeville would no doubt 
find good sport with wildfowl at the mouth of the Somme. I 
liave seen there thousands upon thousands of birds. Indeed, at 
one time — and, for aught I know to the contrary, it might still 
be done now — the snaring of shore birds on the sea-shore was 
carried on during the autumn and spring " passages " systemati- 
cally, and with more or less success. I always hate to see such 
dodges being practised, for two reasons — ^first, it lessens the 
number of the birds ; and, secondly, it engenders an ill-feeling 
between shooters and the rural populations, who, of course, 
object to seeing gunners sporting over some ground which they 
have come to look upon as being almost exclusively their own. 
Hence people scowl at you when you turn up, and even the inn- 
keepers, between their wish to make money out of you and their 
desire not to ruffle their neighbours' feathers, hardly know how 
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to receive you, and at night people give you the cold shoulder. 
Hence it is always more comfortable for two or three shooters 
to go together when visiting such places, because then one has a 
little society of his own in the long evenings. The shore 
shooting at St. Valery is A 1 when it is worth going for, and 
almost every kind of birds can be obtained there. 

Tardinglien. — ^The village of Tardinghen is about a mile 
from Cape Gris Nez. It would not be a bad place to put up at, 
but there is absolutely no accommodation there. To the best of 
my belief there is only one public-house in the place, and there 
they sell very bad beer, have not a single bottle of wine in their 
cellar, and not a single bed room for the weary shooter, unless 
one makes special arrangements with the innkeeper a day or two 
beforehand. Between the seashore and the village there is a 
marsh, which was, however, being partly reclaimed when I 
visited the spot ; but the lower part was still a marsh pure and 
simple, and there I saw two huts for duck decoying. One of 
these huts, I afterwards learned, belonged to the innkeeper 
himself, who spent part of his nights there with his gun, 
although he had no shooting licence. '' They don't manage 
those things better in France," for I found that not only was 
this man freely allowed to shoot, but his sons used to repair to 
that hut at night-time with their call ducks, and now and then 
made good bags. Moreover, and what was still more extra- 
ordinary, the communal keeper himself and his son used to set 
snares for snipe all over the marsh. Of course I know that this 
sort of thing was forbidden by law ; but there is the fact that it 
was done, and I daresay to tMs day is being done still, in spite 
of all rules and regulations to the contrary. I tried to spend 
a night in the innkeeper's hut, but was prevented, just when 
we had agreed upon terms, by a message recalling me to 
England. 

As regards shooting on the shore proper, it was as good a 
spot as any that I knew of, as no one ever hardly went to the 
shore with a gun, and therefore peace would have reigned there 
supreme were it not that some shooters, who had rented the 
downs which lline the shore, were two or three days a week 
ferreting and firing at the " bunnies." This, however, did not 
appear to disturb the shore birds much, and the downs are very 
handy for hiding in at high tide, and they also help a shooter 
considerably when he wants to stalk some birds. In one day I 
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killed there three herons and any amonnt of sandpipers, besides 
one or two carlews and two or three oyster-catchers. 

At Cape Gris Nez there are lots of black ducks, but they 
wisely keep far out at sea, out of the range of any gun except, 
perhaps, a punt gun, and the use of the latter is, I beUeve, 
forbidden there. But the birds were sometimes netted in a 
peculiar fashion, which I have already described in one of 
my previous books on shooting adventures. The marsh at 
Tardinghen, it should be remembered, was legally free to all 
isomers, but the local shooters looked with most evident dis* 
pleasure at any stranger seen shooting thereon. Why, I fail to 
see, since the local shooters never went there, except at night, to 
their huts, and therefore day shooting could not interfere with 
their sport. Therefore, why they should have been annoyed 
at anyone sporting by daylight, unless it were out of sheer 
" cussedness," it is impossible for me to say. The best way, 
however, is to do as I did— first go to the inn, spend some money 
there a little bit freely, treating the innkeeper, the communal 
guard, and anyone else who may ba in the room, and then all is 
plain sailing. No one will intei^ere with you ; quite the reverse. 
Information will be tendered to you as to the best spots to 
visit. Indeed, when I was there, they pointed out to me a 
little bit of downs on the way to Oape Grris Nez, and they told 
me that I was free to go and shoot there, which I did, kUUng 
two or three rabbits. As regards the sea shore proper, it is 
quite free to all comers, provided they have first secured a 
shooting licence. 

Tronville.— In the forest of Tonegues, near Trouville, a lot 
of woodcock turn up eajrly in November, and every day of the 
month fresh arrivals take* place, in more or less large quantities, 
but I believe the forest is in private hands. 

Villeres. — I alluded to the snipe shooting to be had at 
YOleres, when dealing with MontreuiL 

Wimerenz.— -Half -way between Ambleteuse (already men- 
tioned), and the mouth of the river at Wimereux, there is a very 
favourite bit of ground for shore birds, and one or two of the 
coastguard men used to be very fond of watching for them in 
winter time, and killing as many as ever they could. At 
Wimereux itself (or rather that part of the shore where the 
river runs into the sea) there was not much sport to be had, 
excepting when the frost was intense. For one thing, several 
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lionses have been bnilt along the shore itself, within a few 
hundred yards of the river, and this has not improved the shore- 
shooters' prospects at that spot. But, when the earth was 
frost-bonnd, shoals of birds tnmed up, and tried to feed in the 
hollows of the cli&, wherever continually running streams 
manage to dribble down to the shore. I have seen there 
hnndreds of curlews feeding, and they were so sharply pinched 
by hunger that the bang of the gun disturbed them but little, 
l^ere used to be abo inland, past Wimereux itself, a little bit of 
free ground where anyone might sport. Through that land ran 
a small brook, and I never walked along that brook without 
putting up snipe — sometimes one, sometimes two, and once or 
twice as many as half a dozen, and now and then I bagged my 
right and left with prabeworthy regularity. Once I killed 
there a full snipe with the right barrel, and a hare with the left. 
Possibly the right to shoot there has been stopped since then. 
The natives, I know, did not like it ; but legally the land was 
open to all comers. 

Near Boulogne, the best place for shore birds is undoubtedly 
past Wimereux ; but nearer the town a few can be picked up, 
and, now and then, a duck or a teal is to be found on the river. 
This river is called the Liane. To find it one must walk up the 
harbour until coming to a suburb called Oapecure. Then by 
going to the river by the bridge, one finds himself on some flats 
where pipers abound whenever the sluices have partly drained 
the bed of the river. Higher up are some reed beds, which 
early in the morning are generally beaten carefully by one or 
two sportsmen, and there a snipe, or a duck, or moorhen, can 
frequently be found. The river was free to all comers for about 
a mile; but the law on the point, it appears, is excessively 
queer. Thus, one might shoot on or along any stream, river, or 
pond, even as early as the 1st of August, provided one remained 
on the water, or else one walked along its shore, keeping at all 
times, within ten yards of the water. Once overstep this limit 
—except to pick up a bird — and at once you may be summoned 
for trespass. This is very funny, and 1 need not remark that it 
leads to more gun poaching than anything else. Suppose a 
fellow is thus shooting in August along the river at Slack or at 
Boulogne and puts up a covey of partridges or a hare in the 
meadows, why, the chances are a million to one that he will fire, 
and hide what he has shot, and hold his tongue. At the same 
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time, I must say that this summer shooting along the shores of 
the streams is simply charming. The landscape is there lovely, 
and the atmosphere delightful, so that the shooting expedition is 
like unto a charming walk among the hay fields, with a gnn and 
a dog for a companion. 

Wixnille. — There is no land open to all-comers, there, 
now, but some of the farmers grant leave, readily, for a 
day's sport. 

Wissant. — rive or six miles from Cape Blanc Nez there is 
a seaside village called Wissant, where I have myself put up for 
a week at a time on two occasions, and I had very good sport 
there. There is a bathing season at Wissant in summer time ; 
but the place is so little Imown that at no time, so I was told, 
were there more than one hundred visitors. A few of the male 
members indulge in shore shooting ; but they do it in a sort of 
desultory manner, and rarely make large bags. In fact, they 
only go in for walks with their guns, and rarely attempt any 
long and arduous tramping. Sometimes, however, during the 
summer passage, some of these visitors stalk forth, and have a 
good time of it, I dare say. But, during hard weather in winter 
time, when I went there myself, I have been all day shooting 
from Wissant to Cape Grris Nez, and back again the next day, 
without meeting a soul. I shot a swan there, and a large 
variety of fowl and shore birds during my stay. There was a 
smack that had been wrecked on the sands just below Wissant, 
and it had so effectually gone to pieces that nothing remained 
of the boat but the keel and the ribs. Before daybreak I used 
to take my stand in the wreck, whenever the tide allowed me 
to do so, and it made a splendid hiding place, as the birds had 
been used to seeing it for a long time previously, and came 
near it, or flew over it, with very much misplaced confidence. 
The swan came over my head facing a snowstorm. He was 
about forty yards over me and going rather slowly, so that I 
had no difficulty in knocking him over. On the same day two 
more were killed in a marsh adjoining the next village. 

Tidgnac (Brittany). — ^Yvignac is a small village some fifteen 
miles from Dinan, on the road to Broons. Permission to 
shoot woodcock, snipe, partridges, &c., used to be easily obtained 
from the proprietors. St. Jonan de Tlsle is about five miles 
off, and there fair accommodation might be had. 
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GENERAL REMARKS. 

Before taking in hand the varions suitable Belgian spots, I 
must give a few hints to those sportsmen who may intend going 
shooting there. "Well, then, barring the presence of the Custom 
House officers on the shore twice a day, and, now and then, that 
of the peasants when going to market, the Belgian coast may be 
considered as being rather secluded, and the birds, therefore, 
are not much disturbed. But there are some villagers who, in 
winter time, set lines and snares for seagulls and shore birds. 
Several times I have shot there seagulls with hooks in their 
beaks, and sandpipers and curlews with snares hanging on their 
legs. I have now in my possession several of those implements, 
which I extracted myself from birds which I shot, and, should 
anyone be interested in the subject, I shall be pleased to leave 
those specimens at the Field office. The snares are made of 
horsehair and are very powerful, and that is easily enough 
understood, for it takes a strong snare to hold a curlew, for 
instance. As for the lines, their hooks are variously disposed, 
according to the place where the lines are to be set; but in 
every case they are square-shanked. Now, if the line is to be 
set at sea, two hooks are fastened at the extreme end of a piece 
of cork, which is roughly carved in the form of a small fish, and 
is covered over with a piece of white parchment, so as to give it 
the appearance of a sprat. This bait is then allowed to drift 
out to sea, the end of the line (which is very long) being securely 
fastened to a stake, if the shore is sandy, or to a stone if it is 
rocky. The birds when coming along the shore in search of 
food, spy the bait, which they tt^e to be a dainty morsel, and, in 
their eagerness to outrun each other, they pounce in a crowd 
upon it, and one of them is soon caught. Generally, the line 
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setter is hidden either in the rocks or in the downs close by, and 
as soon as he sees that a bird has well gorged the bait, or that it 
has hooked itself securely by the beak, he runs to the shore, lays 
hold of his line, and, " playing " his game more or less scientifi- 
cally, he soon gets it safely to hand. If the bird has gorged the 
bait the man kills it, for two reasons ; one of which is, he wants 
his bait back again ; and the other is that the bird, not being 
likely to recover, would not pay to keep alive. But it frequently 
happens that, by some chance or other, the birds are merely 
hooked through the beak, in which case the man simply unhooks 
the bird and keeps it alive, finding a market for it in some 
public or private collection of sea birds. Indeed, some of these 
men have always in their gardens a variety of birds which they 
have caught with snares, with hooks, or with nets, and which 
they have turned loose after having pinioned them. The vast 
majority of birds thus caught on the Belgian coasts with hooks 
are seagulls of every variety ; but if the line drifts out to sea a 
goodish way, now and then a diver or a duck fancies the bait 
and gets caught. If the line is to be set on the shore, it consists 
simply of four right-angled shanked hooks tied together, so that, 
whichever way the bait may be laid hold of, one at least of the 
hooks is sure to have full play. These shore-hooks are indif- 
ferently baited with lugworms or fish. 

As regards the birds which are thus caught and killed, the 
men eat the flesh, which is not at all so unsavoury as one would 
be led to believe, and the feathers and down are sold in the 
towns to feather-bed dealers, and so on. The down itself is the 
best that can be had, and I may parenthetically state that 
every pillow in my house is made from the down of sea birds 
which I have myself shot. Therefore, I can feelingly speak on 
the subject. As regards the flesh of some seagulls, I have 
several times tried it, and I liked it. As for curlews and other 
shore birds, it is well known that their flesh is excellent eating. 

Concerning snaring on the seashore, I only saw it practised at 
one spot on the Belgian coast ; but, for aught I know, it might 
be extensively carried on, past Blankenberghe. The reader 
must not, however, imagine that this hooking or snaring inter- 
feres much with his sport. It has to be carried out very quietly, 
and, therefore, the birds that are not caught are not scared away ; 
and, all said and done, a very small percentage of birds are 
caught thus. In short, had I my choice of the two evils, I 
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would rather allow this hooking and snaring than I would grant 
the use of the hang-nets, as set along the Lincolnshire coast, for 
instance. But still, both plans are very unpleasant to shooters, 
and why they are allowed at all is rather puzzling to account for. 
But that they are somewhat extensively practised I can person- 
ally testify, and I know that whenever I have been shooting 
along the Boston Deeps it has always riled me very much to see 
the hang-nets set up along the shore. Why should we shooters 
be mulcted for shooting birds in the cost of a gun or game 
licence, when a man, who may catch in one day what we could 
not shoot in a month, is free to carry on his proceedings P That 
is one of those things that a fellah cannot understand. 

To resume now about the Belgian coast. Shooters who will 
patronise it wiU be astonished at the sight, in winter time, of 
thousands upon thousands of ducks, widgeon, teal, pochards, 
geese, &c., sitting placidly, all day long, within four hundred 
yards of the shore and along the whole coast, covering the sea 
for miles and miles. This is truly a sight that will make any 
shooter's mouth water ; but how to get at the birds is the ques- 
tion, because they are over the shallows for the most part, and, 
as gunning punts are unknown in Belgium, it ensues that it is 
not exactly easy to overreach the fowl. The only plan that I 
could discover was to hire one of the Ostend shrimp boats for 
the day, together with its crew of two men. These boats are 
open boats, stout, substantial, and will stand a good deal of 
knocking about. They do not draw much water, but still they 
draw too much, and show too much freeboard to be used for 
sculling or paddling to the birds. The only way, then, that re- 
mained was to tack in and out amongst the flocks, and take 
one's chance of picking up stragglers now and then. Of course, 
large bore guns alone were of qny use, and I generally used a 
4-bore for that sort of work, and a double 10-bore for the 
cripples. The latter, however, rarely came into play, because 
the men were so lazy that any cripple chase led to a lot of 
grumbling. Therefore, if by any chance I had a lively cripple, 
I let him have another 4-bore cartridge, so as to settle him at 
once. That is, of course, if the bird was somewhat far off, and 
this occurred certainly in nineteen cases out of twenty. I always 
preferred doing so, not only because the men objected to exl^a 
labour, but also because it saved time. It was certainly more 
expensive, but I do not think the difference was much in that 

M 2 



164 Public Shooting Quarters. 

respect ; because, if you had to fire several times at a cripple 
with a small-bore gun, the expense in cartridges soon equals 
that which would have been incurred had you at once resorted 
to a big gun. If, however, anyone would import a good 
sailing punt, and station himself with it either at Ostend or 
Newport, I warrant he would enjoy himself to his heart's 
content; for the sea, at times, is black with fowl. Punt 
gunning, however, is, I was told, forbidden in Belgium; but 
whether this was true or not I was not able to find out, everyone 
I spoke to on the subject professing the utmost ignorance about 
the matter. Indeed, I never saw a Belgian who knew what a 
punt gun was, unless he had seen one when on a visit to 
England. 

Antwerp. — In winter time, grand wildfowl shooting is to be 
had at the mouth of the Scheldt, and the Axel Creek, and East 
Scheldt are also very fair spots. The whole neighbourhood in 
fact teems with birds, throughout the season. A punt and punt 
gun are absolutely necessary for sea work. 

Blankenberghe. — Blankenberghe is a watering-place a few 
miles north-east of Ostend. It is very fashionable with many 
Belgians and Prussians, and, during the bathing season, which 
is very short, it is generally pretty well crammed with visitors. 
Among these, strange to say, there are but few who bring their 
guns down with them, and this is all the more unaccountable, 
that at times very good sport is to be had with shore birds. 
There are half a dozen break-sands on the shore to prevent the 
sea from filling the harbour, presumably. These break-sands 
are a hundred yards apart, more or less, and at low tide they 
afford capital shelter for stalking birds. Once there I stalked 
a flock of curlews so successfully that I got within ten yards of 
them, and when I popped up suddenly above the breakwater, I 
can, most truthfully say, that I was quite as much astonished 
and startled as the birds themselves. I had, at the time, a 
double central-fire 10-bore gun which had been built for me by 
Messrs. Tolley, of Birmingham, and as I knew that it carried 
rather close, I had to give ** law " to the birds before I fired. 
They, however, scattered very much then, but I got three — ^two 
^vith the first barrel, and the third, a lucky shot, at a good range. 
I remember an old retrieving pointer dog of mine, who was with 
me, going into the sea to pick up the last bird, much to the 
astonishment of some sailors or fishermen, who were watching' 
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our proceedings from the downs. Both sides of the shore near 
Blankenberghe are equally good. In suitable weather I can 
assure men who are not afraid of a long and arduous walk that 
the trip from Blankenberghe to Ostend will weU repay their 
exertions. I tried the other side of Blankenberghe but little, 
preferring a good deal the former itinerary, because there is 
nothing I dislike more than haying to walk back on my own 
footsteps when shooting. Therefore, going from Blankenberghe 
to Ostend, or vice versa, was the most suitable plan, inasmuch 
ss I could go right on from one place to the other, and be all 
day at it, if I liked, and at the end of the journey comfortable 
quarters could be found in either town. Not that I mind 
" roughing it " in a village. When I cannot help it I put up 
with discomforts as cheerfully as any man ; but if after a long 
day's exertions I can get a square meal, properly cooked, and a 
bottle of good wine, of course I vastly prefer it to the eternal 
eggs and bacon and sour beer (a cousin german of lager beer) of 
the small inns and villages along the coast. 

At Blankenberghe boats can also be easily obtained, but the 
men are very lazy. There are, however, generally in harbour 
at Ostend several English smacks, and now and then it happens 
that some of the men are fond of wildfowl shooting, and will 
readily accompany a shooter out to sea. Then, some fun is to be 
had. The labour, however, I must admit, is really at times 
excessive ; hence the unwillingness of the Ostend men to put up 
with it. But still, if the men are well paid and agreed to per- 
form their duty, they should stick to their bargain, and they 
would find it very beneficial in the long run. 

CondrOB. — ^Wild boars used to be shot in the vicinity of 
Oondroz. 

Mariakerke. — The coast is black with fowl, in hard weather; 
but, as no punts are to be had, the only way to make a bag is to 
sail up and down the coast in an Ostend shrimp boat. 

Nieuwport. — ^For downright good fun, I think the best spot 
to stop at is Nieuwport, because the whole place is so lonely and 
unfrequented. The harbour is all but disused, and grand sport 
is truly to be had there throughout the winter months. Of 
course, during the passages extra bnlliant bags are to be made ; 
but, taking the whole of the season through, there are always 
some birds to be killed either over the mud in the harbour, on the 
fimall saltings which adjoin it, or on the sandy shore of the sea 
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proper. I have shot all sorts of birds there. Plovers (both 
grey and golden), peewits, ring-plovers, curlews, whimbrels, 
oyster-catchers, and at flighting time ducks, teal, and widgeon, 
&c., in endless variety. But Nieuwport itself is what some 
people would emphatically declare to be a "beastly hole."^ 
Therefore I would advise two friends to go and reside there 
together. One man alone would soon get weary of his own 
society, unless he is so sport-struck that sport is to him aU in 
all, and he cares for nothing else. As regards expenses, they are 
next to nothing. "When we come to think that the custom- 
house officers above referred to get something like 3Z. lOs. a 
month, and are looked upon by the peasants among whom they 
live as gentlemen of some social standing, it will readily be 
understood that the sportsman who goes to live there and spenda 
5^. a week, is looked upon as a downright millionaire. Soberly 
speaking, for a couple of pounds a week, a man can live there in 
absolute comfort, as regards eating, drinking, and rooms ; and 
surely that is not too dear. As regards the journey, there ar& 
steamers which go direct from London to Ostend, taking first- 
class passengers at a most moderate rate; and, as the return 
tickets are available for a month, it ensues that anyone who 
wishes to become acquainted with the sport to be had there,, 
cannot complain on the score of expense of the difficulties he 
experiences in gratifying his wishes. Those who prefer it, may^ 
go by the mail route, viz., from London to Dover by rail, and 
from Dover to Ostend (a five hours or so's journey) by some of the- 
fastest mail steamers in the world. From Ostend a mail cart 
runs to Nieuwport at a trifling expense. K"ow men who want to 
recruit, after severe mental exertions, cannot do better than go 
there. The place is essentially quiet and peaceful, and tW 
sport, which is at times excellent, is at no times to be despised. 
As for flighting, Nieuwport Pier, even as late as twelve or fifteen 
years ago, must have been, from what I heard, a most charming 
spot for wildfowl shooters. There was a professional shooter 
living at Ostend who told me that in cold weather he and his. 
son used to go purposely to Nieuwport for the flighting, and on 
several occasions they killed over one hundred birds between 
them. That this was no idle boast I made it my duty ta 
ascertain, and everyone at all conversant with the sport agreed 
that the men were speaking the truth. On two occasions I had 
myself very good sport there. Of course, the numbers I killed 
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were far below those stated by the professionals ; but then my 
trips were taking place but a few years ago, whereas theirs 
dated almost from "ancient history." Howbeit, there is no 
doubt in my mind that any man up to flighting, provided with a 
good gun and plenty of ammunition would at times thoroughly 
enjoy himself at Nieuwport, especially during a hard frost. There 
is, or rather there was, at Nieuwport during mystay there, but 
two small boats — one of which was occasionally used as a ferry 
by a very ill-tempered man (this by the way), and the other 
belonged to the lighthouse a little way up the harbour — and the 
keeper was most obliging. He accompanied me several times, 
and took me in the said small boat up and down the harbour, 
and great fun we had. But the boat is too small for sea work, 
and I would not advise anyone to go out in it to sea, unless both 
the weather and the sea were remarkably calm. It would be, 
however, handy when flighting, or when shooting along the 
harbour, for picking up dead birds or cripples if the s>»ooter 
had no dog with him which he could trust to do the work 
well. Anyhow, I can very strongly recommend Nieuwport. I 
only wish I were there now, myself. I would give the birds 
" a dusting," I know. The reason why there are not more boats 
to be had at Nieuwport lies simply in the fact that the harbour is 
all but disused, but at Ostend any amount of open boats can be 
hired. But the men, I repeat it, are exceedingly lazy, and 
nothing disturbs their equanimity more than to have to take down 
mast and sail, and row. Hence, unless you insist upon their doing 
exactly as you tell them, their laziness is sure to spoil sport, 
because, instead of going in chase of the flocks, they will be 
content with putting up mast and sail, and taking a long tack 
out to sea and back again, thus wasting the whole day in mere 
sailing, except if by a fluke a company should cross the bows 
of the boat. I never knew any of them willing to do the work 
unless you lost your temper and let them know you would not 
put up with their nonsense. 

After the above description of Nieuwport had appeared in The 
Field, I received some dozens of letters respecting the sport to 
be met with there. As some very pertinent questions were 
asked of me by my correspondents, I think it desirable to give 
here broadly my replies thereto, as other readers may be in need 
of the same sort of information. 

To begin with, I think it would be very desirable if intending 
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shooters could come to some nnderstanding among themselves 
respecting the spots they intend visiting. Thus, the last two 
letters whi^h I had received on the subject, singpilarly enough, 
stated that the writers intended going (one with his brother and 
the other with a friend) to Nieuwport. Now, the chances are 
very great that if two persons who wrote have come to that 
decision, many more, who required no further details, meant 
going too, and probably were gone. This would spoil sport for all 
parties concerned. Could not some means be devised whereby 
shooters could make known the spots they intend patronising P 
It would save a great deal of disappointment ; for, I bear in 
mind once, when dealing with the shore shooting to be had 
round Canvey Island, that about one hundred and twenty 
shooters turned up at the spot on the Monday following the 
Saturday on which the article had appeared ! Now, it stands to 
reason that one hundred and twenty men congregating at the 
same time, at the same spot, are not likely to further each other's 
sport, however large may be the extent of ground. Therefore, 
in all such cases, I argue that if some plan could be devised by 
which shooters could make known their itinerary beforehand, it 
would be far more satisfactory to all interested parties. Possibly 
a short letter, stating the facts, could be published, and the 
Editor might, with his usual kindness, allow such notes to 
appear. However, I throw out the hint for what it may be 
worth. Respecting Nieuwport, there is no doubt that if only a 
moderate number of shooters go there and agree to pull amicably 
together, they will thoroughly enjoy their stay on the Belgian 
coast. I now proceed with the further details which were asked 
of me respecting that place, as these details may prove of interest 
to anyone intending going there. 

First of all, as to guns. I have already stated that large-bore 
guns are necessary for boat work. But, for such tramping as 
shore-shooting entails, however desirable it may be to have in 
hand a powerful gun, the question of weight has to be considered. 
When a man has to carry his weapon for eight or ten hours at a 
stretch, it stands to reason that, unless the gun is comparatively 
light, the shooter soon gets fagged, and does not get dead (m his 
birds ; therefore, lightness is also of paramount importance. 
Consequently I would advise either carrying a single-barrel of 
large bore, or else a double 10 or double 12 full-chambered. In 
any case, the gun should not weigh more than 101b. or there- 
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abonts. I have myself shot on the Belgian coast with a double 
10-bore and a donble 12-bore, both made for me by Messrs. J. 
and W. Tolley, of Birmingham ; and on the whole, very few 
birds that were come-at-able escaped me, and when they did it 
was my fault, not the guns'. Therefore, to all intents and 
purposes I think that similar guns are quite sufficient. True, 
one might carry a 151b. 4-bore gun, single-barrel, and " nail " 
with it birds at untold distances ; but at short range one would 
smash one's game ; and in the case of small birds, such as even 
redshanks, it would appear hardly worth one's while firing 3oz. 
of shot if a single bird passed by. Now, with either a 10 or a 
12, such single shots are, on the contrary, delightful. Some 
men, I know, only shoot large birds. To such I should certainly 
advise the use of a large weapon ; but the shooter who wishes 
to take every shot which presents itself, will enjoy himself far 
more with a smaller bore and lighter gun. As regards ammu- 
nition, it should be borne in mind that gunpowder must not be 
imported into Belgium ; concerning shot, I am not aware that 
a,ny restrictions are imposed by the Government as to its impor- 
tation. Anyhow, both powder and shot are to be obtained in any 
quantities at Ostend. There is a gunsmith's shop in particular, 
in the leading straas, where excellent cartridge cases, powder, 
shot, wadding, &c., are to be obtained. The shot is (or rather 
was) ** soft ;" and I know not if chilled shot has now been pro- 
duced in Belgium. Messrs. Eley and Co. had a factory at Liege, 
and possibly they may have introduced the new projectiles. 
Cartridge cases, however can be imported from England. The 
Custom House charge, however, is preposterous on them— 4s. 
100 cases is rather a prohibitory scale. But, for all sizes above 
12 the shooters should bring from England their own cases, as 
none were to be obtained in Belgium ; 500 cases and a re-capping 
machine, or else a stock of Stui^tevant's brass cases, should 
do the shooter good service. Belgian powder is of very fair 
quality. Respecting lodgings at Nieuwport, no difficulty should 
be experienced, especially during the winter season, whatever 
might be the case in summer time, when bathers from all inland 
towns are crowding to the sea shore. 

One of my correspondents asked if a guide would be necessary 
and easily obtained P A guide would certainly be easily found, 
but there is not much need for one, as a guide pure and simple, 
since no mistake can possibly occur as to the ground where one 
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may shoot. Anywhere between the downs which line the shore- 
and the sea anyone is welcome to shoot; therefore no native 
could give any better or safer information. But, if the shooter 
wishes to thoroughly enjoy himself, and not overdo himself with 
his exertions, I would certainly advise him to hire a man to 
carry his provisions, the bulk of his ammunition, and the birda 
he may shoot. This will make of his shore-shooting trips an 
unmitigated pleasure, and for three, four, or five francs a day he 
can have that luxury. It stands to reason that when only a few 
birds are killed, it does not much matter to the shooter whether 
he carries them or not. But when he kills thirty or forty large 
birds, besides innumerable small ones, as I often did, why, the 
very burden of so many birds would put a stop to any further 
proceedings. Indeed, whenever I could secure a man, I rarely 
went without — ^and several times I loaded him as' well as myself. 
On some few occasions, however, I started, on the spur of the 
moment, alone, and, as a consequence thereof, I had to resort to 
the following dodge : As soon as my birds began to be too bulky 
to be comfortable, I left my gun on shore, quietly went into the 
downs, and hid them in a large tuft of rank grass, carefully 
noting the spot, so as to recognise it on my return. Thus I 
would have four or five lots hidden along the shore, and on my 
journey back I stopped at each spot, strung up the large birda 
with sundry bits of whipcord, filled my pockets with the small 
ones, slung the big ones on the gun barrel, and thus I made my 
way back. I would advise anyone proceeding in the same 
manner to invariably obliterate his footmarks from the sands in 
the downs, after having hidden his birds. Nothing is easier 
done than this. Tear up a large handful of rank grass, and a& 
you walk backwards to the sands, sweep up your footmarks, so 
that they shall not betray the whereabouts of your stores to 
any villagers who may be passing by. 

As to dogs, about which I have been asked questions, the best 
would be, as I have already explained, a liver-coloured, strong 
spaniel or retriever, because a Ziver-coloured dog does not seem to 
disturb wildfowl. I have, however, used a lemon and white 
setter bitch with very great success for retrieving the birds; 
but that does not prove that a whole liver-coloured dog would 
not have been better. However, whatever may be the breed and 
colour of the dog used, it must be perfectly broken to stay at 
heel, it must be tender-mouthed, a first-rate water dog, and 
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tramed to erwim in any direction by signs. He mnst be quick 
in fetching and bringing to hand. A dog who plays with his 
birds, throws them about, or drops them again in the sea when 
he gets near the shore, is utterly useless for that sort of sport. 
It only makes you lose your temper, and does not improve your 
chances to score. This brings my correspondents' queries to an 
end, and I now resume my des/3ription of shore bird resorts 
on the Belgian coast. 

Ostend. — Going from Blankenberghe to Ostend, there is no 
impediment whatsoever to the walk along the shore. No creeks, 
no mud, &c. The sands are firm everywhere at low tide ; but at 
high tide the shooter has necessarily to walk along the dunes, 
and there, on account of the sand being loose, he will find the 
labour very exhausting, especially if there happens to be a 
blazing hot sun over his head at the time. 

To get into Ostend from the Blankenberghe side of the shore 
one has to cross the Ostend harbour. This is readily done in 
daytime ; as, besides the ferrymen proper, there are lots of men 
with their boats ready to convey visitors to and from either 
shore. But at night that part of the harbour is completely 
deserted, and if one cannot attract some boatman's attention, 
one has to walk right round the harbour to the draw-bridge, 
about a mile off, more or less, and that is rather a heart-breaking 
business when one is already " done " with his previous exertions. 
I know that, well enough, because one night about 11 o'clock, 
two of us were thus caught, and we were so tired and dead beat, 
that we had half a mind to lie down in the sands near the ferry, 
and go to sleep there for the night. We sat down, anyhow, 
after calling out most vehemently, and we, moreover, fired ofE 
our guns five or six times, but all to no purpose. The night was 
dark, no one could see us, and no notice was taken of our shots 
by anybody; so at last, and very reluctantly, we got up, 
shouldered our guns and bags once more, and started very 
wearily along the harbour to find the drawbridge. Ah me ! how 
glad we were when at last we found an hotel, and had the 
prospect of eating a well-eamed supper. 

It should be borne in mind that the law as to shore shooting 
in Belgium is peculiar. "With a view, probably, of attracting 
strangers to the place, it appears that no licences are required 
by visitors to the town, if they content themselves with shooting 
along the shore. This is very satisfactory for visitors, no 
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doubt ; but does it not appear rather rongh on the natives, who 
have to pay forty-two francs for a game licence (there are no gun 
licences there) for a privilege which a stranger may enjoy to his 
heart's content gratuitously ? However, such was the case when 
I was in Belgium, and, to the best of my knowledge, the vast 
majority of those shooters who patronised the shore were, like 
me, strangers in the land, who were simply at Ostend for the 
season or for sport. Indeed, I only saw one, or rather two, of 
the residents shooting on the sands at any time, and these two 
had shootings of their own — ^hence they were bound to be 
provided with game certificates ; but if they had had only shore 
shooting to fall back upon, I do not believe that they would 
have invested the money in securing a licence expressly for it, 
although, personally, I think it well worth the amount. Of 
course, however, views differ ; but there remains the fact, that, 
whether through indifference, want of sufficient leisure, or want 
of means, or the three things combined, I never saw more than 
two of the residents of the town snorting on the sands ; and as 
I have already explained, they were game shooters. Why they 
came to the sands at all is easily accounted for by the fact that, 
in spring and autumn, when the "passages" take place, the 
shore literally swarms with birds. Indeed, so many are to be 
shot there that, on several days, I had to give up killing any 
more, for the simple reason that I and my man were already 
both so loaded with my spoils that we could not have carried 
any more. 

On the west side of Ostend, in my opinion, the shooting is 
still better than along the east coast. True, between Ostend 
and the next village, Mariakerque, there is rarely much to be 
done in the way of sport, on account of the peasants using the 
sands instead of the roads when bringing their provisions to 
market. On off days, however, I have sometimes had good 
shots even there ; but the cream of the fun comes after one has 
passed the two break-sands opposite Mariakerque, because there 
the shore is lonely, and would be still more so were it not that 
the Belgian custom-house officers (a couple of them anyhow) 
perambulate the shore morning and evening — ^what for, I am at 
a loss to understand, as, certainly, smuggling would be a difficult 
undertaking to be carried on there ; but perhaps they look after 
the flotsam and jetsam along the coast. At all events, I often 
wished they had been elsewhere with all my heart ; for, their 



Belgium. 173 

presence twice a day on the shore, although not very disturbing 
to the birds, is not very conducive to inspiring them with confi- 
dence. As men they are very respectable and very respectful, 
and they do their best not to interfere with the sport of anyone 
who may be on the sands. Indeed, several times they have 
picked up birds of my own and brought them to me, after they 
had fallen on the shore a long way ofE, or had been brought 
ashore by the tide, crippled or dead. 

As to that part of the shore itself, I consider it one of the 
best I have ever shot over ; and no danger is to be apprehended 
on the score of treacherous ground or rapidly rising tide, if one 
only keeps his eyes open, as regards the latter. One must not 
let his enthusiasm carry him too far, however, and, if one takes 
a stand point near the water at low tide, it is well to look out 
when the tide begins to rise, and see that one does not get 
surrounded by the brine. This occurred to me twice. The first 
time I escaped simply by wading through the water, which had 
risen imperceptibly behind me ; but the second time I delayed 
too long. There were thousands of oyster-catchers and thousands 
of curlews travelling along the water, in little " files " of a dozen 
or fifteen or twenty birds, and I was so intent on watching 
them, and, so happy in killing some of them, that I never 
noticed how the tide was'rising behind me, and, when I tried to 
make my way to the shore, I had the most perfect ducking I ever 
got in my life, as a breaker laid hold of me just as I was near a 
deep hole, and pitched me head over heels, gun and all, into the 
pool. But, in sober truth, it was my own fault. 

This last afPair occurred at Nieuwport, which is the best 
place for any man to put up at for shore bird shooting. An 
excellent plan for a man who can walk would be to make his 
head-quarters alternately, and as occasion requires, at Blanken- 
berghe, Ostend, and Nieuwport. But if one resides at Ostend 
for the season, it would be well to devote a day to each shore ; 
thus, one could do the shooting from Ostend to Nieuwport in 
one day, stop at Nieuwport for the night, come back to Ostend 
the next, and repeat the performance as regards the two 
following days for Blankenberghe. 

But all the same there are some people who, whilst liking the 
sport of shooting, require at the same time some relaxation of 
another sort. To these I would recommend Ostend during the 
bathing season, which there lasts only six weeks. On the 15th of 
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July the festivities begin, viz., performances at the theatre by 
fairly good companies from Brussels ; afternoon concerts at the 
Knrsaal (and these are very often attended by the King of the 
Belgians himself), in the evening dancing near the Hotel de la 
Plage ; and, now and then, a grand officiad ball at the Town Hall. 
These balls are really worth seeing or attending, as the elite of the 
Prussian and Belgian nobility generally are there, and the com- 
pany, therefore, is generally select. On the whole, then, the bathing 
season at Ostend is rather enjoyable. It lasts, however, but up 
to the 1st of September, so that shooters, after the summer 
passage is over, have not so much sport along the shore, as they 
would find there during the winter months. But still, some 
very pleasant days can be spent even then shore -shooting, and 
as marsh-shooting begins on the 1st of August, and the pre- 
served marshes which line the shore are very fairly stocked with 
snipe, flappers, teal, curlews, &c., shooters with proper invi- 
tations, or money at their disposal, cannot really fail to enjoy 
themselves. I look back to the time I spent in Belgium with 
unmitigated pleasure, and I can recommend the trip to Ostend 
to anyone who is fond of wild sport. 

As regards hiring shootings, a good deal of difficulty is to be 
experienced, because very few shootings ever come into the 
market at all. When some do, however, they should be 
inspected, and securing them will be found a very inexpensive 
process — ^that is, as compared with the terms at wldch shootings 
let on this side of the water. I have known some remarkably 
good bargains made in that line, but I know not how matters 
stand there in that respect at present. I have not stayed in 
Belgium since the spring of 1874, but I have not heard of any 
alteration in the usual state of things ; and therefore I think the 
country might suit the requirements of men who have big hearts 
for sport, plenty of leisure on their hands, and only moderate 
incomes at their disposal. 

Spa. — The " Diary " stated that some shooting could be had 
at Spa. Application should be made to the landlord at the 
Hotel d' York. 



HOLLAND. 



GENERAL REMARKS. 

A COEBESPONDENT, writing in the Field about Holland, said : — 
" A pilot is absolutely necessary, as the passages between the 
sand are very narrow in places, and the channels constantly 
shifting ; plenty of men are to be got at Flushing who know the 
rivers very well, but they never seem to know or be able to learn 
anything about ducks. I have a pUot who has been with me for 
some years, but to this day he is continually mistaking oyster 
catchers for ducks. I have never done any punt-gunning by 
night, nor do I think Holland a very favourable place for that 
kind of sport ; the feeding grounds being of such large extent, 
it would be difficult to find the birds. Any way, I have never 
heard of anyone having done any good at it. Flight shooting, 
more or less good, can be had anywhere inland, the beginning oi 
the season being the best, because there is not so much water on 
the land then as later in the year. I do not think it is generally 
known that for six weeks in the spring the natives are allowed 
to collect wild ducks' eggs, and think nothing of getting fifty in 
a day. I know two boys who one day last year got one hundred 
and forty between them ; it makes me quite melancholy to think 
of it." With regard to punting, this correspondent was mis- 
taken. Several yacht owners go regularly every year to Holland 
for winter punting, and I have myself done exceedingly well 
there everywhere almost, from Flushing to Amsterdam, all along 
the coast, and its creeks and rivers. 

However, another correspondent very kindly sent me the fol- 
lowing letter, which I would strongly commend to my readers' 
attention : — 

"As I observe in the Field that you are anxious to obtain 
information about wildfowl quarters on the Continent, I 
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forward you a few notes with regard to the province of North 
Holland, where I have spent many very happy days at the wild- 
fowl. 

**This province used to be almost a wildfowler's paradise, con- 
taining, as it did, several large meers of magnitude, noticeable 
among which was the Haarlemmer Meer, of about 37,000 acres, 
and the Wyker Meer and Lake Y containing, 13,000 acres. The 
former, however, was drained some thirty-seven years ago, and 
the latter lakes have been drained by Englishmen within the 
past ten years. These meers, or lakes, were particularly well 
adapted to wildf owling, as the depth of water was inconsiderable 
throughout, and on the margin grew a dense mass of reeds and 
other plants indigenous to such localities. The reclamation of 
these lakes, together with an improvement in the general drain- 
age of lands, consequent on the employment, in many cases, of 
steam for raising water instead of the oldf ashioned windmills, 
has caused a serious decrease in the number of fowl. Still a 
great number are to be found scattered over the vast tracts of 
marsh land, and the wildf owler might do worse than pay a visit 
to this province, particularly if he has letters of introduction to 
any of the Dutch sportsmen, who are becoming keen appreciators 
of the pleasures of wildf owling. 

" To give you a general description of the bird life of this 
province would be impossible for me, as 1 am simply a wild- 
fowler (and that in a small way), but the following will, perhaps, 
be found of interest to you. 

** The common wild duck pairs early in March, and generally 
selects for nesting the wooded portion of the province along the 
sand downs, near the sea. During May the old birds begin to 
convey the broods along the ditches, which everywhere abound, 
towards the canals and estuaries. This is also about the time 
when the young shelldrakes make their appearance, being easily 
captured and brought up by hand. 

*' The teal breeds in the rushes lining the sides of the dykes 
and ponds, and keep themselves in seclusion until they are able 
to take wing. Spoonbills are to be seen during the summer and 
autumn months, both singly and in large flocks ; but whether 
they build there I am unable to say. 

" The avocet, some few years ago, was very common on Lake 
Y, but their silly habits have caused them to become much less 
often met with. 1 have seen scores of eggs of this bird taken 
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off mud, only left free of water for a few days. Snipe appear to 
breed freely here, as wisps of them may be seen very early in 
Augnst; but strange to say, in size they are much inferior to 
those shot by me in England since my return from Holland, 
where I resided for some years. 

" The curlew finds in the sand hills of Belgium and Holland a 
place for his nest where he is free from his tormentors. To find 
his nest amongst tangled grass and bush is almost impossible. 
I am inclined to believe that those curlews which are to be shot 
in the south-eastern portion of England breed on these sand 
downs. They are to be slaughtered wholesale in early Sep- 
tember in Holland, if one selects a good position near the 
margin of a. lake. 

. ** The birds I have mentioned are those to be met with in the 
summer and early autumn months ; but besides these there are, 
of course, the different varieties of small fry, such as oyster 
catchers, redshanks, and oxbirds. 

" On or about the 8th of November the first cackle of the 
grey lag will be heard, as he ends his long flight from the north, 
where he has passed his summer holidays, for they leave on or 
about April 18th. In the marsh lands near Beverwyk this 
bird is regularly to be found in thousands from November to 
April. As he does considerable harm to the farmer, permis- 
sion can readily be obtained to go in pursuit, and rare sport 
may sometimes be had even with so small a weapon as a 16-bore 
cylinder. 

"At or about the same time as the geese the widgeon also 
make their appearance ; and beautiful sport may be had on the 
shores of the Zuider Zee at this time of year, as these birds are 
continually flighting between the flooded marsh lands and the 
sea. At this time of the year all kinds of ducks seem to be 
increased, probably from the northern portions of Europe. 

" With severe frosts (the whole of the lakes, rivers, and canals 
being frozen over), the ducks and divers, together with scores of 
kinds of birds unknown to me, including swans, congregate on the 
shores of the North Sea ; and anyone wishing for a good bag 
would do well to go over at such time. I would recommend the 
Texel (Nieuwdiep) as the most convenient place for a puntsman 
to put up at, as in such a position he would be able to shoot either 
in the North Sea or the Zuider Zee. At Yminden, the new port 
of Amsterdam, however, good sport may be had with severe 
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frosts; and there are at that place excellent hotels, and an 
English resident or two connected with the shipping trade. 
The harbour of Yminden will accommodate vessels of the 
largest tonnage. 

** The Dutch game laws are much the same as our own. The 
following are about the dates of opening and closing ; but they 
vary a little according to the seasons : — 

" Aug. 1st. Duck shooting begins. Sept. 1st. G-ame and hare 
and rabbit shooting begins. Dec. 31st. Game and hare and rab- 
bit shooting closes. March 10th. Duck shooting ends. April 
12th. Goose shooting ends. 

" No licence is required by the Dutch law to shoot on the sea 
shore below high-water mark. The police may nevertheless, per- 
haps, in ignorance, take away a gun from anyone so shooting, 
but it will be returned, as was the result of a case decided in a 
Haarlem court some five years ago. The safest plan, however, 
for anyone intending to shoot here, is to obtain a licence, which 
costs 21^. 21c., or 11. Iha.id. To obtain such licence, a form must 
be procured from the burgomeister of the district, which form 
must be filled up and returned to him. In the course of a few 
days a notice will be received by the applicant stating that the 
licence is lying at the office of the Receiver-General, probably at 
a town twenty miles distant, and can be had on payment of the 
amount. Any one shooting without having obtained such licence 
is liable to have arms taken away and fined, and for not carrying 
the licence on his person, is liable to a fine of 2fl. 50c. (48. 2<2.) 
Permission can be obtained to shoot on all State waters for a 
further sum of 4«. 2(2. ; but the manner of obtaining it is as 
roundabout as in the case of the licence, and it is very seldom 
required. 

" Should these few notes be of any service to you, I shall be 
pleased, and shall be happy to give you any further information 
which I obtained during a thirteen years' residence in the 
country." 

These hints are invaluable, and I would, moreover, advise 
intending shooters to write to H.M.'s Consul at Amsterdam for 
up-to-date information, as there are, in some districts, some 
restrictions put upon shore shooting by the local authorities. 
And wherever decoys exist, care must be taken not to tresx)ass. 

Browersliaven. — Immense flocks of black geese are to be 
seen here off the shore in winter time, and as they are not much 
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distnrbed by the local men, a pnntsman is sure to score well 
upon them. 

Brninisse. — ^This is a capital spot, to my knowledge, and a 
correspondent wrote : Bminisse is a good place to lay with the 
wind S.W., but, should it come on to blow from between N.W. 
and E., it will be found a rough spot. Last winter I saw a 
letter from a correspondent, mentioning Westkaple and Zierikzee 
as good shooting stations, but I cannot imagine what sport can 
be had at the former, as it is on the shores of the wild North 
Sea, and the latter is so exposed, that were there any wind at 
all, the sea would be so bad as to stop all punting. But it aU 
depends on the weather, as in open weather birds are to be 
found in more or less quantities all oyer Holland. 

Flusliing. — ^The banks of the river Escaut are capital for 
flighting, and a good many birds are also picked up, from boats, 
on the river, singly and in companies. The whole neighbour- 
hood is alive with fowl in hard frost. 

Hamburg. — ^All sorts of mixed shooting used to be had at 
Hamburg. Inquiries should be made at the hotels. 

La Hague. — At La Hague, which is the Dutch bathing town 
jpar excellence^ it is very usual for some of the visitors during the 
bathing season to start very early in the morning with their 
guns for a " shoot " after sea birds. They can go either north 
or south, and, under favourable circumstances, some very pretty 
bags can be made. 

The ICaes (or Mouse). — ^The farthest point on the Conti- 
nental coast where I ever went shore shooting was at the mouth 
of the river Maes, or Mouse, in Holland, and it occurred to me 
to go there under the following circumstances : 

I was going to do Rotterdam, Cologne, Yienna, &c., and had 
started from Harwich to Rotterdam by steamer. We arrived 
near the Dutch coast early in the morning, after, it appears, a 
very rough passage, but, as I had been asleep all night, 1 had 
remained totally unaware of the fact that the German Ocean 
had been in one of his angry moods. At the first streak of dawn 
I got up and dressed, and, picking up my Dollond, proceeded on 
deck. We were then in sight of the Dutch coast ; and, to my 
great delight, I found the air and the sea alive with birds — sea 
birds and wildfowl. I need not add that I took a very lively 
interest in their proceedings, and longed very much to have a gun 
in my hands, and the use of a boat wherewith to go in chase ; 

N 2 
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bnt of course all this was out of the qnestion for the time being, 
but as we drew nearer the mouth of the river I perceived that 
the shore on the port side was literally black with shore birds, 
and I made up my mind at the first opportunity to come back 
again to the spot and have a day's sport there — which I did on 
my return journey, and I had no cause to regret it. The best 
and most pleasant way of getting to the mouth of the river I 
found, then, was to charter a boat from Rotterdam and sail 
down the river, when many shots are to be had, even as one 
is going down. But, of course, the best of the fun is to be 
enjoyed along the seashore proper, where there is no traffic 
whatsoever, and where, therefore, the birds are much tamer and 
more comeatable. 

The chief birds found on the coast were ring-plovers, shanks, 
curlews, whimbrels, and so on. But on the river there were a 
good many cormorants, and these were not at all wild. There 
were a few ducks about, too, but these were so far not easily 
reached. Two of us went down, and we only succeeded in 
getting one between us, and that one we put up from a sedge 
bed on the port side of the river. There were, however, many of 
them flying about overhead, and it forebode a good time of it to 
the punters later on in the season. This trip of ours, I must 
state, took place at the latter end of August. We found no 
natives shooting along the shore, but we were told that when 
"passages" occur, parties of shooters frequently come down 
from Rotterdam for a day's shore shooting. The usual plan 
they resort to is to take advantage of the steamers and run down 
the river as far as the Custom House station, near which boats 
and men can be hired to take them along either shore, and land 
them at some convenient point for a tramp along the sands. 

Rotterdam. — Intending visitors should inquire at the hotels 
for particulars of the sport to be had at Rotterdam. There used 
to be all sorts of mixed shooting, to be obtained by payment, and 
of course the river shooting and that along the coast is perfectly 
free to all comers. 

Scotsman Sands. — A correspondent stated in The Field : 
" The best and only place I know of for grey geese shooting in 
Holland is on the Scotsman Sands, below Veere, where I have 
seen thousands. The surest way to get a shot is to go round 
into the Rompot Channel, and set up on a flowing tide ; high- 
water, from three o'clock till five o'clock is the best time, 
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because they come out of the lands in the forenoon to sleep, and 
do not move (unless disturbed) until the flowing tide touches 
them, or on its getting dark, when they return to their feeding 
grounds in the land." I have been there myself, and can 
thoroughly indorse the above. 

Walclieren. — Bound this island excellent sport is to be had 
in winter time. I have shot there several times myself, and 
always got on well. 

Veere. — ^About this place, a correspondent gave the following 
notes in The Field : — 

" Yeere is a most comfortable place for head-quarters, and a 
very convenient place to shoot from, as a yacht can lie safely 
inside the lock, and the sluicemen are obliged to open the gates 
whenever you want to go out. I may say that, with the excep- 
tion of Wemeldinge (the western entrance to the South Beveland 
Oanal) and Hellevoetsluis, it is almost the only safe place for a 
yacht of any size to lie. 

" When a really hard frost sets in, such as we had this last 
winter, the birds gradually drop down towards Yeere, where, 
owing to that place being nearer the sea, and the water more 
salt, the foreshores, where they feed, do not freeze for some 
days after the muds higher up the river, where the water is 
fresher. When such weather does come, anyone can get sport 
at any time of the day, and, in fact, all day long. I have myself 
seen lots of birds shot by a gun fixed in the bows of a large 
steam yacht, therefore I have no advice to give about shooting 
under such circumstances ; but perhaps a few hints on shooting 
in the weather one ordinarily gets may be of some use to the 
beginner. 

" The time of day matters nothing, the time of tide being the 
all-important thing. Nearly all the big shots I have ever made 
at widgeon (I will come to ducks presently) have been within 
two hours of the same time of tide, that is, from one hour before 
low water to the end of the first hour's flood. This may seem 
astonishing at first sight (the more especially to those gentle- 
men who are accustomed to have a dozen or more shots in a day, 
and to those who love to keep on letting ofp their guns) ; but I 
think it is easily explained thus : At high-water a flock of birds 
may be observed floating on the water ; but, as soon as the muds 
begin to uncover, they will be seen to rise and pitch partly in 
the water and partly on the mud. The tide receding rapidly. 
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soon leaves them dry, where they remain feeding abont. I say 
feeding abont or running about, certainly not sleeping; and I 
say this becaose I haye been told that widgeon do not feed in 
the day time. After a time they rise and pitch again, going 
through the same performance until nearly low-water, when 
they fly and pitch in the water, and then commence to swim on 
shore, where they maybe seen cleaning themselves, and then one 
by one they *put their little heads under their wings,' &c. 
Then is the time, and the only time, to get a shot worth having. 
How I wish I could persuade sportsmen in HoUand to my way 
of thinking — ^that is, to go in for * big shots,' instead of shoot- 
ing at a few scattered widgeon all day long, and at all times of 
the tide, spoiling their own and everybody else's sport. Were 
they to do as I suggest, they would find that they would get a 
far greater number of birds, and the birds would not be hi^ so 
wild as they are through being continually shot at. But, as I 
said before, there are some people who are not happy unless 
they can be perpetually letting ofP their guns, whether it be at a 
swan or no. 

" Now about ducks. As a rule, they like to sleep far in on 
the flats ; but, as they do not huddle up together like widgeon, 
it is not often a big shot is to be made. I once got thirty-six, 
but then the wind was very cold, and they had got close to the 
edge of the river, where the steep sand sheltered them from the 
wind. To attack them, you generally want a flowing tide ; and, 
if the wind and sun are favourable, they are not very hard to 
get a shot at." 

I have visited Yeere half a dozen times, and found it an excel- 
lent station in every way. The last time I went there, there 
were two yachts' crews hard at it with punts and punt guns. 
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Since the preceding matter was ** set up," various important 
letters, dealing with the subjects therein treated of, haying 
been sent me, or, having appeared in The Field, I append them 
here, but I will of course take care, in future editions, to 
embody their hints under their proper headings. 

Arttwy Hall (Wales). — This is a misprint, and should relid 
Arthog Hall, or Hotel, about which a correspondent, very kindly, 
wrote : " I do not know of an Arttwy Hotel, but I fancy the 
hotel mentioned by * WUdf owler ' must be Arthog Hotel, a con- 
verted old mansion situated about two miles from Barmouth, 
commanding a grand view of the surrounding hills ; it has some 
lovely walks in its grounds, and waterfalls, and has various 
kinds of shooting attached to it. The proprietor is Mr. 
Scott." 

Barnard Castle. — Since my notes on the Bowes moor, near 
Barnard Castle, were printed, further information was sent me, 
and the notice, now, should read as follows : 

"The * Bowes ' moor lies near here, consisting of 15,000 acres. 
The grouse -shooting in a favourable season is equal to ai.y in 
England. Mr. Chaplin, of Wensleydale, has, on several occa- 
sions, shot over seventy brace of undriven grouse to his own 
gun. It is now in the hands of lessees who have several years 
of their term unexpired. Comfortable quarters can be had close 
to the grounds at inns or farms. Apply to Mr. Holmes, solicitor, 
Barnard Castle." 

Connemara (Ireland). — I have thought it desirable to give 
the following extract from a letter which has been published in 
The Field .— 

" Respecting the shooting at the Becess Hotel, I give a slight 
sketch of a day's shooting I had there on Aug. 15 last. About 
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three in the afternoon on the preceding day I arrived at the 
hotel, after a ride, with a facetious driver, of something like forty 
miles from Galway ; I asked for the proprietor, and if I could 
have some shooting, as advertised last year in The Field ; when 
I was told that he was from home for the day, but that I should 
have an answer to my inquiries the next morning. After dinner 
the keeper informed me that Mr. Mecredy had returned, and 
that I could shoot ; so we fixed 10 a.m. on the morrow as our 
hour for starting. Punctually to the time, I found the keeper 
ready on the following morning, with two setters that Mr. 
Mecredy had, most courteously, placed at my service. We had 
a drive of about two miles to the further end of Mr. Mecredy's 
moor, which is situated in the midst of the Twelve Pins of 
Oonnemara, and is adjacent to Mr. Berridge's property, the 
boundary being marked by a small mountain stream. The day 
was very unpropitious, for soon after we started it rained con- 
tinuously, but gleams of sunshine ever and anon breaking out 
showed up the white limestone on the mountain sides, giving it 
quite a panoramic effect. However, in three and a half hours 
I killed seven and a half brace of grouse and a leash of hares : 
not so bad. I might have killed twenty brace, but after the 
generous behaviour of Mr. Mecredy I did not wish to injure his 
sport for another day. Of this I am certain — excellent sport 
can be obtained at the Recess Hotel. The woodcock and snipe 
shooting, I am told, is excellent in winter. The hotel accom- 
modation is excellent, and the charges are moderate. The hotel 
contains a great desideratum — a large bath, which can be ob- 
tained in five minutes, with water from the mountain laid on. 
The table d'hote at seven, where you will meet the anglers ; for 
I may tell you en passant that the white trout and salmon 
fishing on Glendalough (the lake on which the hotel is situated) 
is good. I am not a piscator, but am a suflGlcient judge when I see 
creels of two or three dozen white trout taken in a day. Our 
menu was this : white trout or salmon, hare soup (ah, it was 
soup ! whether it was the Irish hare or the Irish man cook, I am 
in doubt, but the flavour was non-pareil — ^all hare ; no catsup or 
Indian soy, but hare pure and unsophisticated) ; then entrees, 
generally venison as one dish, joints, game, and sweets. Of the 
carte of wines I cannot speak in too great praise. The sherry 
given us was fine and dry — such as one has in these days great 
difficulty in procuring ; and the champagne of Giesler's extra 
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l)rand was excellent — indeed, my friend, wlio is a great traveller 
as well as a frequent diner at one of the City companies' dinners, 
decided that he had never tasted better. 

" OasheU Bay, a short drive from the hotel, is the best place 
for seafowl shooting. Curlew, golden plover, and duck abound. 

" Though dogs are not absolutely necessary, a retriever might 
be found an acquisition. I can only add, if a man does not 
«njoy himself at the Recess Hotel, both in sport and accommo- 
dation, he must indeed be hard to please. 

" Semper Vigilans." 

Dolgelly (Wales). — The following letter was also published 
in the Field : — 

"I have just returned from Arthog, near Dolgelly, North 
Wales, having spent three weeks very pleasantly at Mr. Scott's, 
of the Arthog Hall Hotel. I was induced to go there by the 
advice of several friends, and also from having noticed that 
*Wildfowler' mentioned it as a place where some wildfowl 
shooting was likely to be had. Now, I observe in an issue of 
The Field that several persons who have visited North Wales 
for the above purpose have returned disappointed with the 
result. Well, there are those who mean slaughter when they 
carry a gun, and are never satisfied unless they can give an 
account of large numbers of dead and wounded ; in fact, they 
pay a hurried visit to a certain locality, with the expectation 
that they will return home with a truck-load of ducks. Of 
course to such persons I have nothing to say, except that in and 
about the British Isles they are not likely to find what they 
want, when every estuary, creek, and bay is keenly watched by 
professional sportsmen living on the spot. But to the moderate 
and less ambitious gunner, who is fond of roaming about with 
his favourite weapon, killing now and then a duck or two, varied 
by a few snipe and an occasional woodcock, or picking up a rare 
bird that is not to be met with every day — to the fisherman who 
loves to cast his line in the brawling stream where he can rest 
on moss-covered boulders, or him who prefers to follow the 
gentle craft from a boat on some lonely lake high up amongst 
the hills, where all is calm, still, and silent — I say, try Arthog. 
The hotel is comfortable and moderate in its charges, and in 
addition you will be most willingly assisted in everything con- 
nected with shooting and fishing by the proprietor's son, who is 
an expert at both, and knows every inch of the surrounding 
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country, besides being a cheerful and amiable companion, for so 
I found him. Such is my experience of one of the many free 
shooting quarters mentioned by * Wildf owler ; ' but, as he 
mentioned never having been there himself, and hoped that 
someone who had would give his opinion for the benefit of the 
readers of The Field, I have taken upon myself to do so ; and I 
would further add that, besides the immediate neighbourhood, 
there are several places within easy reach of the hotel by rail, 
where fair sport may be obtained. Of course, much depends 
upon the weather, as every man who has followed wildfowling 
knows ; but, even should the weather be unfavourable, and ducks 
scarce or altogether absent, at Arthog you are at least surrounded 
by magnificent scenery, that of itself will repay you for a visit 
— ^far different from what I experienced on the south-east coast 
of England, which has no attraction beyond the promise of 
sport, and, when that is not realised, you are apt to leave in 
disgust, having nothing to contemplate but miles of dreary 
mud flats. " G. 0." 

Fifeness. — ^A correspondent wrote : 

" * Wildf owler ' in his list of public shooting quarters mentions 
Fifeness as a good place for wildfowl shooting. I believe that 
it was good for ducks some twenty years ago, but now they are 
very scarce there, and I could not recommend anyone wanting 
good sport to come to this quarter. " A Fipbr." 

Frieston Shore. — Respecting this spot, a gentleman wrote 
as follows : 

" I think a few words about this wildfowling place would not 
be out of the way. * Wildf owler,' speaks very highly of it, but 
sportsmen going there might be disappointed unless they are 
very careful how they choose their time. I went there in 
November, expecting to get plenty of sport from what I had 
heard of the place, but was sadly disappointed ; though I and 
two friends spent three very pleasant days there, we were not 
very fortunate with the birds, for these reasons : — The tide was 
wrong and the wind was not in the right quarter. The tide 
runs out there for a very great distance and very rapidly, and as 
it was high tide about six (when it was dark), it was out all day 
and left miles of muddy sand intersected by creeksr but the birds 
did not go to the creeks as you would expect any ordinarily 
educated waders would do, but kept well out of shot of them^ 
and even went out to the middle of the deeps to some sandbanks 
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there. The only time to get birds there wonld be at high tide, 
or as the tide is coming in or going ont, and when the wind is. 
blowing from the sea. The birds are plentiful enough, and 
there were a great quantity of curlews. Mrs. Sewell, of course,. 
can get information from the coastguard, who net a good 
many birds. I should strongly advise sportsmen going, to find 
out about wind and tide before they go, for there were two 
there at the same time we were, who went home the next day 
disgusted with the place, and pitying themselves for being 
swindled ; but I certainly mean to give it another trial. 

" Ornithoscopos." 

Appended to this, appeared the following editorial : 
[" It would be interesting to know what were the bores of th& 
guns which * Ornithoscopos,' his friends, and the other visitors, 
were using, for it seems as though the shooters or their weapons 
were at fault, since the birds were * plentiful enough, and there 
were a great quantity of curlews.' How could visitors *pity 
themselves for being swindled' if there were many birds? 
What more could they ask for ? The thing appears to us un- 
reasonable, and we commend * Omithoscopos's ' resolution to 
give the place another trial. That there are many birds is 
pretty conclusively proved by the fact that the coastguard net 
many. In his remarks on the subject * Wildf owler ' advised 
sportsmen to choose their time by asking the hotel proprietor 
(his widow, doubtless, will answer as well) to let them know 
when to run down." — ^Ed.] 

And in reply thereto the following was received : 
" The bores we used were two 12*8 and an eight, but the fault 
was not in the guns or in ourselves, but, as I said before, we 
were there at the wrong time for the tide. When this is low it 
leaves literally miles of mud flats, where it is a perfect impossi- 
bility to get within reach of the birds, and though there are 
some creeks, they are mostly 500 yards or 600 yards apart. The 
chief disadvantage of the place is that it is much too large. I 
have seen the same number of birds in a place a quarter the 
size. I should think, if one went there when it was high tide 
in the middle of the day, one would get lots of birds. 

" Ornithoscopos." 

Kolyliead. — The proprietor of the Maelog Lake Hotel has 
sent me the following information : — " My hotel is thirteen miles 
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from Holyhead, and there is no shooting worth the name there. 
I don't think there will be a place in England or Wales that wiQ 
offer such shooting as mine next year, and the wildfowl shooting 
is simply splendid, as I can prove by the letters of twenty of my 
customers. My shooting will be, next season, 3000 acres of 
nearly aU partridge and snipe, wildfowl shooting on three lakes, 
and a good bit of rabbit shooting on 100 acres of warren." 

Enustautou. — Besides the letters I have already given con- 
cerning this spot, the following also subsequently appeared in The 
Field, viz. : — 

" * Shore Bird ' writes very positively in corroboration of 

* Victim's ' letters respecting the rabbit and woodcock shooting, 
fis advertised by me, basing his remarks upon the experience he 
«ays he has had ; which experience I question. Several letters 
appeared during the first part of this controversy from gentle- 
men who were quite satisfied with the sport obtained among the 
rabbits ; and I shall most certainly ask those gentlemen who 
shot at Brancaster during flight time to communicate, through 
your columns, the experience of the woodcock shooting. Inclosed 
is a letter from the man who attended them. No accurate ac- 
count having been kept by me of all that has been killed, I have 
deferred giving any particulars until after seeing the warrener, and 
I now give his answer to my question as to how many rabbits and 
woodcock he estimated had been shot during the past season. 

* Well, above a score of woodcock, and about eight hundred rab- 
bits, and I should say there is about six hundred left.' The 
warrener, Hy. Bundle, of the Plough Inn, Bumham Deepdale, 
may be written to. Now, I leave your readers to decide whether 
or not commencing the season with fourteen hundred rabbits 
does not justify the expression of heavily stocked. Three years 
ago there were very few. 

'* During the January snowstorm three woodcock were shot at 
Brancaster by the L. family. Gentlemen intending to pay the 
hotel a visit for shooting purposes, generally write for par- 
ticulars of sport before coming, and, except during flight-time, 
I never hold out any hope of their procuring woodcock, but 
as they (as I before stated) are to be occasionally met with 
throughout the season, and have to be given up, I cannot but 
mention it. 

" * Shore Bird ' evidently knows very little of that which he has 
written about, and his gratuitous advice as to what I should and 
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should not do, I look upon as a piece of unjustifiable presumption. 
It is impossible to please everybody, but I am content that I 
please the majority. 

" I may state that the warren is now closed for the season. 
The breeding stock left cannot fail to insure good sport when 
we commence again. " W. Nicholls. 

" Sandringham Hotel, Hunstanton-on-Sea." 

" I wish to indorse the statements of your correspondents 
* Victim ' and * Shore Bird ' as to the shooting at Hunstanton. 
I do not hesitate to say, after personal experience, that neither 
the woodcock nor rabbit shooting are what they are represented 
to be in the advertisement of the manager of .the Sandringham 
Hotel ; and I believe * Victim ' has very accurately described 
the wildfowl shooting. " Anotheb Victim. 

"Biarritz, Feb. 15." 

To this, however, the warrener replies : 

" I beg to state that during the past season I have attended 
several gentlemen on the ground advertised by Mr. Nicholls'at 
the Sandringham Hotel. During October and the beginning of 
November I went to Brancaster four times with shooting parties. 
We killed altogether twenty-one woodcock. The best day we 
had was nine woodcock and forty-eight rabbits, three guns 
shooting. Since then we have shot only rabbits, although several 
woodcock have been shot by local men on the hills adjoining th& 
ground in question. ** R. Willoughby. 

« Hunstanton, Feb. 14, 1881." 

On the whole, therefore, things cannot be so bad, and I mean 
to patronise the hotel and its shooting myself, some day. 

Maeutwrog (Wales). — A correspondent writes : — " The- 
Grapes Hotel, Maentwrog, I believe, was occupied fifty years 
ago by a Mr. Lloyd, who lived there until his death, and it was. 
afterwards kept by his family until about fifteen years ago, to my 
knowledge. It used to be a capital place for sportsmen to take 
up iheir quarters, the neighbouring lakes and rivers affording 
excellent fishing. 

Rye. — The following letter was sent me respecting this place 
by the coifrespondent who had so kindly written me before on 
the subject : — " With reference to the wildfowl shooting at 
Broomlfill, the Southerdens tell me they had several ps^rtiea 



190 Piiblic Shooting Quarters. 

down after the insertion of yonr letter in The Field and my 
particulars of the same. Sport, of course, varied ; but they 
gave, I hear, very good satisfaction, and their terms are very 
moderate. They find boats and big guns if required, and also 
shoot if the parties hiring wish it, using, of course, the hirer's 
ammunition, and give up all game, <&c. to the hirers, for which 
they charge 20s. a day. Their boats are very safe, and the men 
very ciTil and respectable." 

Towyn. — ^The Cambrian News of Jan. 28, 1881, published 
the following " par." respecting this spot : — " Shooting. — Skilled 
sportsmen are having a rare harvest during this hard weather. 
One gentleman bagged nine woodcocks, eighteen snipe, a couple 
of ducks, and a number of coots, partridges, hares, <&c. in four 
days last week, and that, on ground which is not strictly pre- 
served, nor does it abound in good cover. This shows that the 
Welsh coast is no despicable sporting ground." 

Valley (near Holyhead). — ^The following further letters from 
various correspondents doubtless will be found useful : — 

" Thinking that an account of nine days' wildfowl shooting in 
North Wales might interest some of the readers of The Field, I 
venture to send you the following particulars. (Not having 
kept an account of my companion's bag, 1 can only state what 
fell unto my share of the sport.) My gun is a 12-bore breech- 
loader, left barrel full choke. The shooting was carried on 
sometimes in a boat and other times ashore, according to the 
weather and where the fowl congregated. On an average we 
kept on popping for about five hours daily, mostly in the 
mornings and evenings. 

JANUAEY, 1879. 

Ducks. Widgeon. TeaL Snipe. OnrlewB. Plovers. Vuions. 

2 — — 3 — 4 8 

18 — 8 — 5 — 1 

— — — 6 1 4 16 

6 — — 3 7 — — 

1 — — — — — 14 

2 5 2 3 — — — 

18 3 2 — — — 18 

4 — — 1 11 — 85 

46 8 7 19 24 8 186 

" Those under the heading * various ' were — 1 swan, 2 cor- 
morants, coots, redshanks, sandlarks, gulls, and starlings; 47 
starlings were killed at one shot ; an otter, weighing 451b., was 
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also killed on the last day recorded. The last season (1880) I 
had some days' shooting with similar resnlts, and, if spared, I 
intend going next, and try my lack again. 

•* The Welsh Hawk." 

Another gentleman then wrote : — 

'* I notice under this heading particulars of a remarkable bag 
made in North Wales. As I met with sach poor success there 
myself, some three months ago, I shall be interested to learn in 
what part of North Wales this sport was found. 

" For my own part, I worked from the George Hotel up the 
Straits ; could not get in range of any duck ; the curlew, plover, 
and widgeon very wild ; and I only bagged, in four days, red- 
shanks, sandlarks, and a few plovers and wood pigeons. 

" O. B." 

A third then remarked :— 

" I think the information concerning the shooting at Yalley, 
near Holyhead, is calculated to mislead. I know the place weU, 
and may state, for the information of your readers, that shooting 
ofE the railway bridge (as recommended by your correspondent) 
is illegal, as the road is close to and parallel with the railway 
bridge in its entire length. He says only two London puntsmeu 
shoot there. I know one more, at least, who does not come 
from London, and who punts when there is a chance. I see 
your correspondent includes a crane in his big bag of Jan. 5, 
1879. I feel curious to know if it was really a crane he shot, or 
if it was a heron. He says snipe cannot be shot in the marshes 
without permission; and I would add that it is not the least 
likely that anyone could obtain leave to shoot there. I think 
anyone going to the Valley expecting to have big bags would be 
woefully disappointed ; and I merely send you this information 
lest any of your numerous readers should go there, attracted by 
the immense bags of your correspondent and his friend, and find 
out afterwards that it is, like every other pretty well known 
place, over-shot. I may mention that I do not punt myself. 

"Double Ohokb." 

A fourth writer said : — 

" Having written to the proprietress of the Valley Hotel (near 
Holyhead) respecting the wUdfowl shooting to be had at her 
place, I received a reply, an extract of which runs as follows. 
After describing what sport may be had for those staying at the 
hotel, she states :— * As to the wildfowl shooting proper, there 
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is an arm of the sea crossed by the railway between my house 
and the Island of Holyhead, and it is several thousand acres in 
extent ; it comes within half a mile of my house and is four miles 
from the town of Holyhead. This is reckoned one of, if not the 
best, wildfowl shooting places in Wales, the frost this season 
accumulated the ducks in such clouds to the place ; but after the 
thaw it had the reverse influence to such an extent that I think 
it would be hardly worth any stranger's while to visit it before 
next season.' From above account it fully corresponds with 
what appeared in * Wildfowler's ' article respecting the place, 
and plainly shows that it is not so well known as to be so much 
overshot as * Double Choke ' wishes us * Cockney sportsmen ' to 
believe. " Muzzle." 

And the original correspondent replied : — 

" Allow me to inform O. B., through The Fields that Valley 
near Holyhead was the place alluded to in my letter. * Con- 
servator's ' remarks about slaughtering and reckoning starlings 
as wildfowl, I pass over by merely saying that everyone has 
a right to form an opinion on the matter. If he chooses to 
pass a cloud of starlings, with a loaded gun in his hand, without 
firing, of course, let him do so, and leave those that do other- 
wise to themselves and the " sickening " sensation which the 
effect might produce. 

"As to * Double Choke's ' letter concerning the shooting at 
Valley, I must beg to differ from him in regard to the sport to 
be had there. To my idea, this letter confirms the information 
given in The Field more than otherwise. I notice that the 
informant does not recommend anyone to shoot * off ' the bridge 
(as was formerly done before a certain game preserver checked 
it), but says, to lie in wait for the fowl passing * over tho 
bridge,' and this can be done with better success by firing off 
the sands or from a boat at anchor, according to state of tide. 
Early in the morning it pays well to do similarly off some rocks, 
called * Cerrig-y-Gwyr,' a little way out at sea. As to three 
puntsmen being in the habit of visiting the place, and not two, 
as your correspondent said, I myself have only seen two, and 
they were doing well during the season. The fact that puntsmen 
repair there of itself proves that wildfowl resort to the neigh- 
bourhood. I wonder if * Double Choke ' knows the difference 
between a crane and a heron. If he does not, perhaps also he 
m&j not know if it is possible to have leave to shoot over the 
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marslies if one goes the right way about it. The farmers in the 
neighbourhood are not selfish, if one or two native sportsmen 
are. I have had permission more than once to shoot oyer them 
when staying in the neighbourhood. Besides, there is good 
shooting to be had for those that stay at the Yalley. About 
2600 acres of preserved ground is open for the stranger to shoot 
upon where wildfowl, partridges, and woodcock are to be found 
in goodly numbers. Also the proprietress has another shooting, 
to my knowledge, of about 600 acres. This contains two large 
lakes, which are a splendid resort of wild duck and fowl. 
Having been down there every season for the last six years I 
ought to know a little about the place, and what sport is to be 
obtained there. Anyone who is a tolerably good shot, and 
knows the coast pretty well, I am positive, in addition to having 
good fun and recreation, will also get good bags. 

"The Welsh Hawk." 



This brings my book to a close, and I trust it will be found of 
some use to those sportsmen who may be on the look-out for 
some sport with the gun. 

" WILDFOWLER." 



. O 



ADVERTISEMENTS. 



SCHUITZE GMPOWDEE. 




The Scholtze Gunpowder HAS OEEATEB FENETBA< 

TIOK, with LESS SHOEE, LESS FOULIKG, and LESS 

BECOIL than Black Fowd«r. 



EAOH OAKISTEE BEAB8 A LABEL WITH THE TRADE KABK 
AS ABOVE. 



Hhe attention of Sportsmen is apedally directed to tlte 

NEW 
GRANULATED POWDER, 



Jletail and in Caxtridges, from most respectable Dealers, snd 
Wliolesale at the Company's Offices, 

3, BTJO:KrjEE,SBTJE/"Z", 



ADVEETISEMENTS. 



SPRATTS PATENT 

MEAT "FIBRINE" DOG CAKES, 



Before buying Dog Biscuits^ please read this. 



We take this opportunity of cautioning all who order our 
DOG- CAKES to particidarly observe that every Cake is 
stamped with the words " SPEATTS PATENT," and a X> or 
they may be served with a spurious imitation, made of inferior 
and cheaper stuffs, and containing neither meat nor dates, nor 
the other costly ingredients that make the excellence of ours. 



GRETHOtOSTD 

MEAT " FIBRINE " DOG CAKES 

Contain 35 per cent, of Meat, and are manufactured from the 
best ingredients, forming the most successful food for Grey- 
hoimds in training. Used by the owners of many winners 
of the Waterloo Cup. 



ROUND OATMEAL DOG BISCUITS 

For Greyhounds where preference is given to training on Meat. 



PREPARED PUPPY FOOD. 

Takes the place of the natural milk. Highly recommended by 

The Field. 



"SPRAm PATENT," MmuoscY, S.L 



ADVEBTISEMENTS. 



snooTiisra- j^isTiD ^ismisra-- 



THE WATEEPROOP "K" BOOT, 

Specially prepared to withfitand the effects of BAIN, SNOW, and MT7D, 

And to insure the wearer against the ailments which are constantly arising from Damp 
Feet. The Sole and Upper Leather is specially prepared by the Patent Process ordered hy 
the Admiralty for the 

ARCTIC XSXPXSDITIOir. 

Shooting Boots.— In reply to XX.'s query about Shooting Boots, .... for the ordinary 
ankle boots I can strongly recommend the E boot, which is advertised in " The Field.'' I 
have had a pair a month in all sorts of slush, and find them thoroughly waterproof, and 
most comfortable to walk in; they are about half the price a first-class London maker 
charges, and quite as good.— S. E. (Berwick-on-Tweed.)— Extract from " The Field " 
Shooting Notes and Queries, Dec. 11, 1880. 



Shooting 

EiCH PAIS MASKED 

Price 25b. 




Pattern. 

OS THE SOLE. 

per pair. 



SOXiID IlsT 

LONDON— Marshall & Willats, 207, Oxford-st. I Esinbubgh— P. Marshall, 2, Shandwick-pl. 
Glasgow— P. Dick8on,406,Parliamentary-rd. | Inybbness— J. McCabe. 

And by all principal Bootmakers throughout the country. 

PERTH CARRIAGE WORKS. 



THE SPECIALTIES OF 

Mr. WILLIAM THOMSON, 

OF PERTH, 

ABE 



The Princess Louise Park Phaeton. 
The Perth Pour-wheeled Dogcart. 
The Perth Qame Wagon. 
The Perth Shooting Cart. 



The New Fashionable Carriage— 

" The AngHa." 
The Cambria. 
The Portegibier. 



ALSO, 

LANDAUS, BSOUGHAMS, OMNIBUSES, VICTOBIAS, &o., drawings 
of whioli and prices forwarded on applioation. 



ADVEETISEMENTS. 



0". ac "W". toijIjE"Z" 

PIONEER WORKS, BIRMINGHAM. 



HAMMERLESS GUNS, ^ 

£17 178., £20, £25, £30. S 

HAMMER GUNS, ^ 

£18 18s., £17 178., £20, £25. 



GO 



GO 



g o LONG RANGE 

£? WILDFOWL GUNS, 

CO OO ^« itt/jp/ied to »' mw/ow^-" 

rr* lO-bore C.P. Single Gun, £10 10b, ; 8-bore ditto, £13 ; 

7ZZ 4-bore ditto, £18 ; 10-bore C. K. Doable Gun, £13 18b. ; 

^ 8-bore ditto, £16. g CO 

r— ^ The above GtuiB are all bored on the moet advanoed rv 

principle, giving the greatest attainable range. ^^ 

From "WiLDFOWLBB," Jan. 1, 1880. 
" The 4-bore StngleFlook Gnn for Sea, and the 8-bore Double Gun for Shore Shooting, are A-1." 

XXFBESS DOTTBLB BIFIjES. -sao-bore. weighing 71b., £20; '450-bore weighing Sib.. 
£25 ; *600.bore (Sidra.), weighing O^lb., £25 ; '677-bore (6 drs.), weighing lO^lb. £26. 

VOBSYTH DOUBLE BIFLES. 12-bore. weighing lO^lb., £25: lO-bore, weighing 12Ib.. 

£25; 8-bore, weighing 161b., £30 ; 4-bore, weighinig 201b., £40. 

''TOLLEyS PATENT GIANTGBIP" ACTION, fitted to any of the above Weapona, is charged £3 

extra. PUNT GUNS. Drawing and Prices on application. 
"WILDFOWLBB," in "Shooting and Fishing Trlps,^' and In "Shooting, Yachting, and SeaFlahlng 
Trips at Home and on the Continent," recommends Messrs. Tolley's Guns for Wildfowl and for General 
Sport. 

On orders sent to the Wo rks d irect, accompanied with the Cash, 10 per cent. Discount Is allowed. 

THE FIONEEB GTTNt lO, 12, 16^ 20 Bores. Price £6 6s., £8 8b., and £1010b. With Hard 

English-made Barrels, net cash. 

STEPHEN GRANT, 

GUNMAKER, 
6TA, ST. JAMES'S STEEET, S.W., LO]S"DOH". 

BY APPOINTMENT TO 

Jiff PajMtg % fling 0f Sfpain, i.g.i. % prince td m^ku, anb $.$.». % 
Xr. Grant's Agency fox ZnvemeM and the North of Scoflaad 

IS UNDER THE OHABQE OF 

Mr. Thos. G. HENDERSON. 
HIGHLAITD CLUB BUILDINGS, INVERNESS. 

ALEXANDER HENRY, 
GUN AND RIFLE MANUFACTURER, 

12, SOUTH SAINT ANDREW STREET, EDINBURGH ; 

And 118, PALL MALL, LONDON, S.^V. 

(FmsT Floor— Two Doobs East fbom Unitbd Sebyioe Oldb.) 

BY SPECIAL appointment TO 

H.B.H. the Prince of Wales and H.B.H. the Duke of Edinburgh. 

Specialties in Pnnt and Dnok Gnns, Hammerless and other Guns with latest 
improvementa. Express Biftes, &o. Frloe Liats on application. 



ADVEBTISEMENTS. 




THE PATENT 

"TRANSVAAL" RIFLE and GUN 

Is a short and light hut powerful sporting arm, giving splendid shooting, with Martini 
broech action for rapid firing, and has the NEW PATENT BABBEL DETACHMENT, 
which allows interchangeable Barrels being adapted, to take Snider— Martini-Henry^' 
*577 Expre»»— 9.716. No. 12 Rifle Ammunition^ fwr BlQ Gahb, and shot barrels of 20, 16, or 13 
bore, for birds and ordinary sport. 

The *< Transvaal" is fitted with Silver's Patent Heel Plate, which neutralises the 
recoil, and achnits of the arm being made unusually light It is very handy for use on 
horseback. The weapon is readily convertible into a small-bore rifle for shooting deer 
and small game. 

THB " TSANSVAAXi." A correspondent, writing from India 

respecting- the "Transvaal," says:— 



le grun is an excellent one. I find 
the smooth barrel is a stronsf ehootinff 
one. I got three grouse with one shot 
the other day at 45 yards ; two ducks 
with another, a very long shot indeed; 
five pigeons on another occasion. The 
gun is particularly useful in this 
COUNTRY. As an instance of its utility 
—the other day I went out for grouse, 
and, after some shooting at them, I 
came across some deer, for which I 
clapped on the Rifle Barrel, and after them I fell in with some bustard which would not allow 
me within 100 yards, so I shpped on the rook chambbr, and fired revolver cartridges at them ; 
I made excellent practice witn these. I hit a dog running at 200 yards on one occasion. I have 
found the firing very accurate at a fixed mark. I have recommended the gun right and left." 

Weight of Bifle. 71b. ; length of barrel, 28in.; case when packed, 2ft. Sin. long. 
Full particulars on application to the Patentees and Manvfaciurers, 

S. W. SILVER & CO., 

STJ3^J• COURT, 67. COR3>J"III3L.L, 3L.03S"DOJS-, B.C. 

GUNS. 

SIIjVEia ^^CEI>.A.Ii, I>.A.iaiS, 1878- 

JOHN PATSTONE, 

(LATE CLAYTON), 

KANITFACTUBEB OF BBEECH-LOADING GUNS, BIFLES, 

AND BEVOLVEBS. 

DUCK GUNS of all kinds. Shootmg graaranteed. 
PUNT-GUN TUBES always in stock, and every Bequisite for the Sportsman. 

25, HIGH STREET, SOUTHAMPTON. 

ESTA BLISHED A.D. 1797. 

JOHISr F. ^W^HITE 

(Late S. W. Bebby), 

PRACTICAL "WILDFOWL GUNMAKER, 
WOODBRIDGE, SUFFOLK. 

"WiLDFOWJiEB" says:— '*Mr. Whitens stock appeared to me to be exceedingly satlB- 
factory. He makes a specialty of Punt Guns and Wildfowl Shoulder Guns, which are all 
tried on the river as well as at the target. Therefore Mr. White must be considered as 
prima facie a Wildfowl Gunmaker.'* 

«9- SEND FOR PRICE LIST, GRATIS AND POST FREE, 

4-bor8s from ^13 ; 8-bores from ^9 10s ; doubles ^12 and upwards. 

N.B.— TWENTT-TWO Yeaes* Pbaotioai^ Expebienob at the Benoh. 



ADVEETISEMENTS. ^^^^ 

DOBSON and ROSSON 

(LATE OATES), 

GUB" AND EIFLE MAinTFACTUEEBS, 

4, MAEEET HEAD, DEBBT. 

h:.a.:m;:m:eiis.]i,ess OTJOsrs, 

Inalnding "Premisr" (which haa trig-gers and tombleiB bolted), " Anson 
and Deeley," " Aome," and others. 

EAMMEB CENTBAL-FIBG QUITS, 

Combining all the b^fit and latest improTementa, inclnding ehoke'boring and 



LONG RANGE WILDFOWL GUNS. 



Field Trials, 1879. 

Ont SO-Qange Triplex Grip Oan obtained the hiokbst f 

One 12-OaDge HammerleaH Qnn waa plaoed thikd in Snal fignre of merit 
at 40 and 60 ^ards. 



«^% 



-I THE NEWCASTLE CHILLED SHOT COMPANY 



■UiEOSHOT 
W 



UUITED, 



This Shot ia now being need bj all the leading English and 

Continental P^eon ShooterB. It giree greater penetration, 

■nperioT pattern at long ranges, and keeps its shape better 

_ than an? other kind of shot. See reoorda of the London 

iSS^ I *^^™ TriaU of 1875, 1877, 1878, 1879, as to its anperiority, 

" ^ Mannfaotured by Improved Machinery, it is without 

equal for hardneaa, regnlarity of size, and nnifomiil^ in ihape, and luu no 

deleteriooa eSeot upon the gnn barrela. WHol.EaAl.E OHI.Y. 

NETTINGS— FISHING, GAME, SPORTING. 

3D-A."Vir) K^EIID & CO., 

HILTON STREET, MANCHESTER 

Sample Frioes. 



pHJnAflANT and PODITBY G^^?^S™*I^-' - 
i HBTB, tor Pea iod Covert, trom ad. 
.. v.^ , — Imprm " ~ 

•r Write ftir oat Has LiiU md Samfla. 
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MA.ELOa L^KE HOTEL, 

TY-CROES, ANGLESEY. 

IN connection witli the Hotel is 3000 acres of good EOUGH 
SHOOTING, strictly preserved, of which 2000 acres is excellent Partridge 
and Snipe ground ; Wildfowl Shooting on three lakes, river, and rooky shore, 
abounding with wUdfowl. 

The above hotel offers to visitors first-class Tront Fishing in large lake 
facing the hotel, with excellent sea and river ditto. Is situate within two or 
three minutes' walk from grand Bathing Beach, and in summer is one of the 
most delightful and retired spots on the coast of Wales. 

Apply PROPBIETOE. 

WILDFOWL SHOOTING IN NORFOLK. 

THE SANDETNGHAM HOTEL, Hunstanton, offers every 
accommodation to sportsmen visiting this coast for the above sport. 
Fowl of every kind are numerous, especially scarp duck and scoter ; these 
are always to be met with during the season, consequently a good day's 
Bport can always be ensured. The marshes are extensive, and the shor& 
bird shooting good. 

Terms from 98* per day. Boats, Punts, and experienced men. 

W. NICHOLLS, Manager. 

N.B. — The Babbit Shooting has been given up. 

BEAUMARIS, VOSTH WALES. 

THE WILLIAMS-BULKELEY AEMS HOTEL, beautifuUy situated on 
the banks of the Menal Straits, facing the Gamarvonshire mountains. — Splendid 
scenery, close to the Menai Suspension and Tubular bridges, with easy access to all the 
favourite resorts of North Wales. Visitors will find every comfort at the above hotel. — Mrs. 
PBATT (late Queen's Hotel, Llandudno, and Great Northern Hotel, Lincoln), Manageress. 
N.B. — uood Boating, Fishing, and Bathing. Steamboats daily in and to Liverpool; 
stations Bangor and Menai Bridge. 

VORTH WALEF. 

SHOOTING.— Good general WILDFOWL, and some MIXED, close to Sea 
and Station. Tront Fishing in large preserved lakes and numerous streams, with use of 
boats, near hotel. Full size Tennis Court in grounds, and use of Tacht for Sea Fishing. 
All free of charge by staying at SCOTT'S ABTHOG HALL HOTEL, near Dolgelley. 

auglesea. 

GOOD preserved rough MIXED SHOOTING, as well as excellent Wildfowl 
Shooting, along shore and on sea snd lakes, all free to visitors at the VALLEY 
HOTEL, Anglesea. Also good Trout Fishing in rivers at short distance. 

• Apply to ANNE H. ELLIS, Proprietress. 

Published AnnualiiT. Price Eighteenpence. 

The Angler's Diary and Tourist Pisheraian's Gazetteer 

OF THB 

RIVERS AJS*33 XtA^JCHIS Oin THE TVORI^D. 

By I. B. B. O., 

Editor of"^ Facts and Ustiful Hints relating to Fishing and Shooting" &c. 

LONDON: HOBAOE COX, «*Thb Field" Office, 846, Strand, W.O. 



ADVEBTISKMENTS. 



Demy 8vo., with folding plates and fuM-page iUu8tration$ printed on 

toned paper, price 21s., hy post 21s. 9d., 

MODERN WILDFOWLING. 

BY 

LE^^TIS CLEMENT. 

'* WUdfowler'' of " The Fiddr 

'^ An excellent work indeed, and full of capital illustrations, is < Modem Wildfowling;*^ 
to recommend it aright I should have, if I were clever enough, and it did not already 
exist, to invent the famous phrase, 'a book no gentleman's library should be without.* 
— Truth, March 17, 1881. 

" This book deals not only with the various modes of approaching, or decoying, and 
killing wildfowl of all kinds, but enters into minute details upon the construction of 
punts, both single and double handed; sa^; punt guns, muzzle-loading as well as 
breechloading; recoil apparatus ; and shoulder guns of all patterns, with the varying- 
loads required for different bores. In addition to this are several chapters devoted to 
a narration of the adventures of the auti^or while in pursuit of wildfowl, both at home 

and abroad— which are very pleasant reading. WilJi the addition of a good 

index, sportsmen will have in this work a capital vade meatm on the art of wild« 
fowling.^— 2%e Zoologist for November, 1880. 



Second Edition. In fcap. 8vo., price Is., by post Is. Id. 

Wild Birds' Protection Act, 1880, 

WITH COMMENTS ON THE BESPEOTIVE SECTIONS, 

Explanatory of their bearing as regards owners and occnpiers of land» 

sportsmen, bird catchers, bird dealers, &o. ; together with Notes on the 

Birds named in tiie Schedule, their proTinoial names, &c. 

" An accurate exposition of and commentary on the recent measure, and will dispel 
many misconceptions of its scopej' — Quarterly Review. 

*' A capital annotated edition of the Act." — Saturday Review. 



Thibd Edition. In fcap. Svo., price Is., by post 1b. Id. 

GROUND GAME AGT, 1880, 

WITH EXPLANATOEY NOTES, 

Indicating the yarions periods at which the law comes into force under 
different conditions, its effect on existing contracts between owners and 
occupiers ef land, and the lessees of sporting rights, the limitations 
placed upon the killing and selling of ground g^ame, and other matters 

included in the Act. 

''Will be a great convenience to magistrates, and to all persons affected by the Act." 
—Saturday Review. 
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